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US expels 60 Russian diplomats over attack on ex-spy in Britain 


By Josh Lederman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. and more 
than a dozen European nations kicked 
out Russian diplomats on Monday and the 
Trump administration ordered Russia’s con¬ 
sulate in Seattle to close, as the West sought 
joint punishment for Moscow’s suspected 
role in poisoning an ex-spy in Britain. 

Warning of an “unacceptably high” num¬ 
ber of Russian spies in the U.S., the Trump 


administration said 60 diplomats would be 
expelled — all Russian intelligence agents 
working under diplomatic cover, the U.S. 
said. The group includes a dozen posted to 
Russia’s mission to the United Nations who 
the officials said were engaged in “aggres¬ 
sive collection” of intelligence on Ameri¬ 
can soil. 

The move was one of the most signifi¬ 
cant actions President Donald Trump’s 
administration has taken to date to push 
back on Moscow and Russian President 


Vladimir Putin. Less than a week ago. 
Trump congratulated Putin by phone for his 
re-election but didn’t raise the spy case, 
renewing questions about whether the U.S. 
president is too soft on the Kremhn. 

The American penalties were echoed by 
announcements in European capitals across 
the continent, including those in Russia’s 
backyard. All told, 18 countries were ousting 
more than 100 Russian spies, British Prime 
Minister Theresa May said, in addition to 23 
already kicked out by the UK. 


The hst included at least 16 European 
Union nations, with more likely to follow. 
Germany, Poland and France each planned 
to boot four, the Czech Republic three and 
Italy two. Ukraine, a non-EU country with its 
own conflicts with Moscow, was expeUing 13 
Russians, President Petro Poroshenko said. 
All three Baltic states said they would kick 
diplomats out. Canada, too, said it was taking 
action, kicking out four and denying three 
who have applied to enter the country. 

SEE RUSSIA ON PAGE 7 
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'Biggest restructuring’ is 
planned for Japan’s military 



By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Japan’s Ground Self-Defense 
Force will undergo a sweeping 
reorganization this week de¬ 
signed to improve responses to 
natural disasters and incursions 
from countries like China. 

The Ground Component Com¬ 
mand, which the service plans to 
establish Tuesday, will liaise with 
the Joint Staff Office and oversee 
the operations of all JGSDF bri¬ 
gades and divisions across the 
country, Japan’s Yomiuri news¬ 
paper reported. 

The Amphibious Rapid Deploy¬ 
ment Brigade, also expected to be 
formed Tuesday, will be respon¬ 


sible for retaking remote islands 
should they be seized by a foreign 
military. 

The shakeup is the “biggest re¬ 
structuring” of the JGSDF — the 
only service branch without a 
central command serving as a 
“gateway” for the JSO — since its 
formation in 1954, the newspaper 
said. 

Plans call for the GCC to be 
staffed by approximately 180 
personnel and headquartered at 
Camp Asaka on the northwest¬ 
ern outskirts of Tokyo, Yomiuri 
reported. It will take command of 
the JGSDF’s five regional armies 
— northern, northeastern, east¬ 
ern, middle and western — in the 
event of an incident and carry out 
the JSO’s orders. These armies 


now operate independently under 
their own commanding generals. 

The amphibious brigade — 
modeled after the U.S. Marine 
Corps — will have roughly 2,100 
personnel and be based at Camp 
Ainoura, northwest of Sasebo 
Naval Base in Nagasaki Prefec¬ 
ture, Yomiuri reported. Some of 
these troops, which have been 
observing and training with U.S. 
Marines for several years, could 
deploy to Okinawa in the early 
2020s — possibly even sharing 
Camp Hansen, Japan’s Asahi 
newspaper reported in October. 

Also, two of the JGSDF’s 15 
divisions and brigades will be 
transformed into rapid deploy¬ 
ment divisions and brigades with 
hopes that they, too, can be quick¬ 


ly deployed outside their regional 
commands, the report said. The 
JGSDF hopes to eventually trans¬ 
form eight divisions and brigades 
into rapid deployment units. 

U.S. Forces Japan officials did 
not immediately respond Monday 


to requests for comment about 
what the reorganization means 
for the U.S. military, which has 
a security treaty with Japan and 
keeps about 50,000 troops sta¬ 
tioned across the island nation. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 


Residents claim Air Force pollution still making them sick 


Associated Press 

TUCSON, Ariz. — More than 1,350 resi¬ 
dents on Tucson’s south side have filed 
formal claims with the U.S. Air Force in 
the past year, claiming pollution left be¬ 
hind from its plants and other industries is 
causing cancer and other illnesses in their 
community. 

Details of most of the claims aren’t im¬ 
mediately available, the Arizona Daily 
Star reported. But more than a half-dozen 
residents who filed claims told the Arizona 
Daily Star last week that they believe con¬ 
taminated drinking water and possible 
other exposures to pollution left them with 
various cancers, heart ailments, autoim¬ 


mune diseases, such as lupus and other 
health problems. Such claims are often 
precursors to future lawsuits. 

The Air Force has not decided on any 
claim and has no timetable for any deci¬ 
sion, spokesman Mark Kinkade said. 

It has been at least 70 years since Air 
Force contractors and other industries 
started dumping solvents and other indus¬ 
trial wastes into the ground near Tucson 
International Airport. 

It has been more than 35 years since 
authorities first discovered trichloroeth¬ 
ylene and other chemicals in the south 
side’s groundwater west of the airport, 
and at least seven city wells were shut 
down. 


And it has been almost 27 years since the 
first of several settlements totaling well 
over $100 million was reached between 
several companies and government agen¬ 
cies and hundreds of south-siders who said 
they got cancer and other ailments from 
drinking the polluted water. 

The latest claims are from residents who 
said they either weren’t ill when the origi¬ 
nal trichloroethylene lawsuits were filed or 
didn’t know about the earlier lawsuits until 
it was too late to join them, said Linda Ro¬ 
bles, a community activist who has spear¬ 
headed the filing of new claims. 

Tucson Water officials have repeatedly 
said that no contaminated water has been 
served to the south-side areas since tri¬ 


chloroethylene-tainted wells were closed 
in the 1980s, but many residents have said 
they don’t believe that. 

Cleanup of the trichloroethylene from 
the water started at a city-run treatment 
plant in 1994. A second treatment plant 
was built in 2014 to remove dioxane. The 
underground pollution plume has notice¬ 
ably shrunk although authorities say they 
still don’t know when the cleanup will be 
finished. 

There has never been a full-scale epide¬ 
miological study of potential links between 
cancer, other illnesses and pollution on the 
south side. Arizona’s state-run cancer reg¬ 
istry has not found any unusual number of 
total cancers on the south side. 
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Pentagon mulls overhaul to mandatory training 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KANDAHAR AIR FIELD, 
Afghanistan — Military leaders 
have said they’re overwhelmed 
by unnecessary training require¬ 
ments, but seasoned officers at 
this airfield in southern Afghani¬ 
stan said they see signs of a turn¬ 
around as the Pentagon looks to 
streamline military policies. 

To illustrate the excesses, a 
group of Army chief warrant of¬ 
ficers listed some of the 23 man¬ 
datory computer-based modules 
they had to do before deploying 
here to train Afghan helicopter 
pilots. None had anything to do 
with their jobs as advisers, they 
said. 

Standing on the flight line, 
the four officers said they’re re¬ 
quired to submit three times as 
many forms to request leave back 
home as they do to fly an MD-530 
Cayuse Warrior attack helicopter 
over this largely Taliban-con- 
trolled Afghan province. 

It’s all part of a slew of bureau¬ 
cratic demands many say has got¬ 
ten out of control, in some cases 
affecting unit readiness and con¬ 
tributing to widespread dishones¬ 
ty as officials “fudge” compliance 
reports. Now the Trump admin¬ 
istration is seeking to lighten the 
load. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
announced a review of personnel 
policies, professional military ed¬ 
ucation and training last summer 
to refocus the military on combat 
effectiveness. In January, the Na¬ 
tional Defense Strategy called out 
professional military education 
as stagnant. 

Decisions have not yet been 
made on reforms aimed at honing 
training and education, a Penta¬ 
gon official said last week. 

In Kandahar, Chief Warrant 
Officer 3 John Cornetto, who de¬ 
ployed here in January, said he’s 
already seen things “turning 
around,” with less micromanag¬ 
ing and greater decision-making 
authority at lower levels. Soldiers 
are already hopeful about a re¬ 
newed focus on combat, he said. 

“What you see is the morale ... 
is greatly improved because we’re 
finally able to do our jobs proper¬ 
ly,” said Cornetto, a Pennsylvania 
National Guardsman with nearly 
21 years in the military. 

The abundance of mandates 
was hampering operations, he 
said. He knew of helicopter crew 
chiefs getting just 12 hours a week 
to do their actual jobs. However, 
room for improvement remains, 
he said. 

“You can’t go out on mis¬ 
sions until your sexual harass¬ 
ment training’s complete or 
your cyber awareness training’s 
complete,” Cornetto said as an 
example. “Then you have to sit 
through that class, and they’re 
just painful.” 

Part of the agony is that the 
class content doesn’t change from 
year to year, said Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 Justin Watts, of the Ha¬ 
waii-based 25th Combat Avia¬ 
tion Brigade, also deployed to 
Kandahar. 



A U.S. adviser and an A^han Air Force MD-530 pilot perform a preflight inspection in February at 
Kandahar Air Field, Afghanistan. Before they deployed to Afghanistan to train A^an helicopter pilots, 
Army chief warrant officers had to complete 23 computer-based modules. 



Courtesy of the Department of Defense 

A screen grab shows the Defense Department’s Cyber Awareness 
Challenge computer-based training module. 


You can’t go out on 
missions until your 
sexual harassment 
training’s complete 
or your cyber 
awareness training’s 
complete. Then you 
have to sit through 
that class, and 
they’re just painful. ^ 

Justin Watts 

chief warrant officer deployed to 
Kandahar 


“It’s one thing to do it once,” he 
said. “It’s another thing to insult 
someone’s intelligence by telling 
them the same thing every year. I 
get it, don’t put a random CD (in a 
government computer).” 

The ongoing struggle 

The complaints are not new. An 
Army War College study in 2002 
found that company commanders 
had 256 training days to cram in 
297 days’ worth of requirements 
each year. A decade later, an 
Army Inspector General report 
said leadership at 10 bases com¬ 
plained of “task overload.” 

But Cornetto, Watts and others 
said things have gotten somewhat 
better in the past 18 months or so, 
with some commands doing bet¬ 
ter than others. 

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Brent 
Ely, of the 82nd Airborne Divi¬ 
sion’s combat aviation brigade 
and a pilot trainer at Kandahar, 
said back in Fort Bragg, N.C., his 
division commander was already 
trying to “reduce the stupidity” 
and improve both the unit’s effec¬ 


tiveness and paratroopers’ qual¬ 
ity of life. 

“By far, he is one of the best 
general officers I have seen when 
it comes to listening to the troop¬ 
ers at all levels and then acting on 
that input... all by using common 
sense,” he said of Mqj. Gen. Mi¬ 
chael E. Kurilla. 

For example, in most cases 
paratroopers are no longer 
required to wear the widely 
mocked reflective belt for physi¬ 
cal training, Ely said. He’s also 
cut needless requirements and 
implemented policies to improve 
morale, foster innovation and 
gather honest feedback. 

In December, the popular 
Facebook page “U.S. Army WTF! 
Moments” posted news that Ku¬ 
rilla had slashed the paperwork 
required for a leave request to 
one document. 

The general declined to discuss 
his policy changes, said spokes¬ 
man Lt. Col. Joseph Buccino, 


“as he would be concerned about 
coming off as self-promoting.” 

Elsewhere in the military, re¬ 
lief from the “huge, overbearing 
level of training requirements” 
may not yet have come, said An¬ 
drew Swick, a research associate 
at the Washington-based Center 
for a New American Security and 
a former Army infantry officer. 

Based on his discussions with 
around a dozen officers, he said 
soldiers face greater scrutiny 
through the Army’s Digital Train¬ 
ing Management System, pushing 
some to fudge the numbers. 

Checking the boxes 

A December update to mandat¬ 
ed training was billed as reduc¬ 
ing the load. A Stars and Stripes 
review found that it dropped the 
frequency of some requirements, 
gave commanders more discre¬ 
tion on others and mandated 
some, such as training on human 


trafficking, prior to deployment 
instead of annually. 

However, a unit’s training bur¬ 
den isn’t limited to what’s in the 
regulation, and it’s not just com¬ 
puter-based or classroom train¬ 
ing that gets shirked. 

“The system right now is incen- 
tivizing letting things fall by the 
wayside across the board,” Swick 
said. 

For example, a unit in the rota¬ 
tion to deploy to Europe recently 
did not have enough time to con¬ 
duct annual weapons training on 
one of its systems, so a familiar¬ 
ization firing session was counted 
as fulfilling the requirement, 
even though it didn’t meet Army 
standards. 

Widespread “pencil-whipping” 
of requirements like that were 
detailed in a 2015 Army War Col¬ 
lege study, which found “ram¬ 
pant duplicity” among Army 
officers, who reported “hand 
waving, fudging, massaging or 
checking the box” to meet the 
time-consuming requirements. 
It was part of a tacit system in 
which Pentagon staff accepted 
the information they knew was 
often flawed. 

Army War College professors 
and retired officers Leonard 
Wong and Stephen J. Gerras fo¬ 
cused on the Army for the study, 
titled “Lying to Ourselves: Dis¬ 
honesty in the Army Profession,” 
but said the issues pervaded the 
military and extended beyond 
false reports of compliance with 
training requirements. “Bend¬ 
ing the truth” in combat zones 
frequently led to dishonesty in as¬ 
sessments of partner forces, they 
found. 

The authors called for restraint 
in issuing requirements and a 
willingness to accept the politi¬ 
cal risk of reducing the existing 
mandates. 

Despite initial pushback from 
the Army’s senior ranks and a 
“no kidding” from others, the 
services began to initiate chang¬ 
es, with the Army letting two-star 
generals cut some requirements, 
and the Air Force committing to 
slash computer-based training by 
40 percent, Wong told Stars and 
Stripes. 

“The culture change is defi¬ 
nitely not complete,” Wong said. 
“But I’m encouraged that leaders 
are feeling more empowered to 
use their judgment.” 

Many requirements were cre¬ 
ated to “cover your ass” as a unit 
commander, said Donald C. Bold¬ 
uc, a recently retired brigadier 
general. But during four years 
as head of Special Operations 
Command Africa before retir¬ 
ing in October, Bolduc said he 
cut the requirements burdening 
tactical units by assuming more 
responsibility. 

Such command-level deci¬ 
sions are personality dependent, 
he said, and he underscored the 
need for the Pentagon to issue a 
higher-level policy on the matter 
sooner than later. 

“I don’t think it’s being done 
fast enough,” Bolduc said. 

garland.chacl(I>stripes.com 
Twitter: (achadgarland 
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Racial slur on social media 
site spurs Air Force probe 


Eli^dbeth Baker 

Okaaaaay don't listen to stupid 
people like Ching Chong up there, 
just find a place that's better for 
your needs 

11m Like Reply 


Screenshots from Facebook 

Above: Senior Airman Elizabeth Baker uses a racial slur toward a 
person of Asian descent in a post made to the YokotaTalk Facebook 
group geared toward personnel at Yokota Air Base, Japan. 

Below: Baker, who works in public affairs at Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany, apologizes for using the racial slur. 


EllzabfftiT Baker I know Ihane's i»l inuch that wonds do, but Chls 

morning I feel much more fit to make an apology, if I may. To 
BveryoDB, and espedally Eo [he woman I was speaking loi Tni Puly 
deeply Sony for wbaC I said. I can'l believe Che Ihings I saU last 
nlgm. It was so backwan^ and ignoranl. I pan t say how sorry I am 
CP anyone of Aslan- descnUL I don't know hem lo -describe how 
dlsappolmed I am In myself. To anyone E hurt, please Ju5l know I'm 
so Sony. I Efegraced my unifonn and tefciw Airmen and I'm sure I 
wfD pay dearly, as I deserve. 

Lfcfl Booty tBh O^D ' > 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— The Air Force is investigating 
after a Ramstein, Germany-based 
public affairs airman repeatedly 
posted a racial slur to a Facebook 
group for personnel at the head¬ 
quarters of U.S. Forces Japan. 

Senior Airman Elizabeth Baker 
called a person of Asian descent a 
“Ching Chong” several times in 
comments on YokotaTalk, which 
bills itself as a “place where cur¬ 
rent, past, and future residents of 
Yokota Air Base and surround¬ 
ing Tokyo mingle, make friends, 
share stories and just have fun.” 

Lt. Col. Joel Harper, public af¬ 
fairs chief for the Ramstein-based 
86th Airlift Wing, called the in¬ 
cident “troubling” after screen- 
shots of the slurs were reposted 
on another Facebook group. 

“We will take appropriate ac¬ 
tion after reviewing the details 
of what happened,” he wrote in 


a post to the group. “There is no 
place in our Air Force for this 
— we are on it.” 

Baker’s apparent target, 
German-Japanese-American Air 
Force spouse Elizabeth Faraone, 
told Stars and Stripes in an email 
that the slurs didn’t bother her 
much at first. 

“However, I read deeper into 
the context of the message itself 
and it got me very concerned, 
almost frightened, that there are 
active duty servicemembers sta¬ 
tioned in Japan that show racial 
prejudice against local nation¬ 
als,” she said. 

Baker apologized after Fara¬ 
one — who said she grew up at 
Yokota as an Air Force dependent 
and is now on Okinawa — posted 
screenshots of the slurs. 

“I don’t actually have anything 
against Chinese or Japanese peo¬ 
ple... I do apologize, because now 
people actually [think] I mean 
something against them,” Baker 
wrote. 


She posted a deeper apol¬ 
ogy Sunday: “I can’t believe the 
things I said last night. It was so 
backwards and ignorant. I can’t 
say how sorry I am to anyone of 
Asian descent. I don’t know how 
to describe how disappointed I 
am in myself To anyone I hurt, 
please just know I’m so sorry. I 
disgraced my uniform and fellow 
Airmen and I’m sure I will pay 
dearly, as I deserve.” 

Faraone said she found it hard 
to gauge the sincerity of the 
apology. 

“Even after being confronted 
she held her stance on using the 
term ‘Ching Chong’ but it was 
only until after being reported 
she offered an apology,” she 
said. 

Baker did not immediately re¬ 
spond to a request for comment. 

Capt. Nate Roesler, public af¬ 
fairs chief for Yokota’s 374th Air¬ 
lift Wing, confirmed in an email 
Monday that Baker had worked 
there until mid-2017. 


“The 374th Airlift Wing does 
not condone acts or words of a 
discriminatory nature,” he said. 
“That type of behavior is clearly 


wrong and detracts from our abil¬ 
ity to accomplish our mission.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Pentagon: Reports of 
US leaving Incirlik, 
A1 Udeid bases false 



Carlos BoNoiOANNi/ZStars and Stripes 


Medal of Honor recipients Ronald Rosser, foreground, James McCloughan, center, and Charles Kettles 
take part in a wreath-placing ceremony Friday at Arlin^on National Cemetery’s Tomb of the Unknowns. 

Honoring heroes on Medal of Honor Day 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
The U.S. military denied news 
reports that it was preparing 
to abandon bases in Qatar and 
Turkey after issuing a flurry of 
Twitter posts from multiple com¬ 
mands Sunday. 

The information appears to 
have been posted initially by 
DEBKAfiles, an Israeli military 
and security news website. The 
news got picked up by various 
outlets in the Middle East and 
made the front page of a newspa¬ 
per in Bahrain. 

By Sunday afternoon, US. Cen¬ 
tral Command took to Twitter. 

“The US. is not leaving Incir¬ 
lik Air Base in Turkey, nor is the 
US. leaving A1 Udeid AB, Qatar. 
These reports are false and with¬ 
out merit,” CENTCOM said. 

The Pentagon, US. European 
Command and other commands 
followed suit, issuing similar de¬ 
nials in what could be a sign of 
a more coordinated effort by the 
military to counter what it sees as 
false news. 

“There is zero credibility to 
news reports asserting the US. is 
leaving Incirlik and A1 Udeid AB 
in Turkey and Qatar,” Pentagon 
spokeswoman Dana White tweet¬ 
ed Sunday. “These reports are 
unhelpful and feed mistrust and 
division among regional partners 
at a time when we need to work 


together to address shared secu¬ 
rity concerns.” 

Along NATO’s southern flank 
in Turkey and across the Per¬ 
sian Gulf, the future of America’s 
bases in the region has long been 
a source of speculation. 

With Washington and Ankara 
increasingly at odds over the 
conflict in Syria, the durability 
of their alliance has been called 
into question, as has future US. 
access to Incirlik. Meanwhile, 
Qatar’s political isolation by other 
Gulf states, including Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, has put a spotlight on US. op¬ 
erations at the Al-Udeid base. 

During the past couple of years, 
the military has talked about the 
need to get more aggressive in 
responding to misinformation 
campaigns. Much of the focus 
has been on Russia and its state- 
controlled media outlets. 

More “energy and focus” is 
needed to counter information 
operations carried out by ad¬ 
versaries, said U.S. European 
Command chief Gen. Curtis M. 
Scaparrotti during testimony 
before Congress earlier this 
month. 

“We in EUCOM engage through 
NATO and (the European Union), 
as well as our partners in indi¬ 
vidual countries, in countering 
the Russian message ... much of 
it can be done through public af¬ 
fairs,” Scaparrotti said. 

vancllver.john@stripes.com 

Twitter: @]ohn_vandiver 


By Carlos Bongioanni 
Stars and Stripes 

ARLINGTON NATIONAL 
CEMETERY — It’s hallowed 
ground to many Americans, a 
famed resting place for those who 
have fought, sacrificed and died 
for their country. 

On Friday, more than two 
dozen recipients of America’s 
highest military award made 
their way to Arlington’s Tomb of 
the Unknowns to pay tribute to 
those who have fallen in combat 


but have never been identified. 

The Medal of Honor recipients 
were part of a larger crowd of on¬ 
lookers who quietly and somberly 
watched as a lone sentinel “walked 
the mat” to safeguard the tomb. 

At 2 p.m., the crowd watched for 
the much-anticipated changing- 
of-the-guard ceremony, involv¬ 
ing a precise inspection of the 
oncoming sentinel’s uniform and 
weapon. 

A special wreath-laying cer¬ 
emony followed to commemorate 
National Medal of Honor Day. 


Commemorative events for the 
day typically are observed on 
March 25, but because the date 
fell on a Sunday, observances 
were held Friday. 

According to the Congressional 
Medal of Honor Society, there are 
71 living recipients of the award. 
For those who were able to make 
it to Arlington, Friday’s visit was 
just a small token of respect they 
offer to those serving in Ameri¬ 
ca’s armed services. 

bongioanni.carlos@stripes.com 
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IG: DOD didn't track $3.1B given to Afghan forces 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — U.S. military offi¬ 
cials failed to properly track some 95,000 
vehicles provided to Afghan forces or to 
ensure millions of dollars of gasoline and 
other commodities were used for their in¬ 
tended purposes, according to a Pentagon 
watchdog. 

In all, the Combined Security Transition 
Command-Afghanistan, or CSTC-A, can¬ 
not definitively account for $3.1 billion of 
U.S. taxpayer money that it provided the 
Afghan government from 2014 to 2017 to 
aid the Afghan army and national police, 
the Defense Department’s Inspector Gen¬ 
eral found, according a report released last 
week. The lack of accountability leaves 
the funds vulnerable to “fraud, waste and 
abuse,” the IG reported. 

“CSTC-A officials did not effectively 
manage and oversee the U.S. direct fund¬ 


ing provided to the Ministries of Defense 
and Interior, which oversee Afghanistan’s 
Army and National Police, respectively,” 
the report stated. “CSTC-A management 
and oversight of the direct funding is in¬ 
tended to increase [Afghan security forc¬ 
es] effectiveness and capabilities so the 
[forces] can become more professional and 
increasingly self-sustaining.” 

Officials from the command, which is 
charged with funding and training Afghan 
forces, largely blamed “inadequate staff¬ 
ing and security concerns” for any short¬ 
comings. However, the IG found systemic 
issues were also to blame. 

CSTC-A officials established unrealis¬ 
tic and unattainable goals for the Afghans 
to improve their own capabilities toward 
achieving independence in supplying their 
own troops, the IG also found. 

The Afghan government has remained 
reliant on the U.S. to furnish its supplies 
because U.S. officials have not provided 


adequate training, according to the report. 

The report also stated CSTC-A officials 
have not enforced penalties within U.S. 
agreements with the Afghan government. 
Penalties include levying fines when terms 
and conditions of contracts, such as provid¬ 
ing detailed logs of vehicle maintenance 
and fuel consumption data, are not met. 

For example, Afghan officials only pro¬ 
vided CSTC-A fuel consumption reports for 
the Afghan army when directly requested 
by the United States, though contracts re¬ 
quire biweekly reports. The IG concluded 
the United States cannot be certain that at 
least $174 million worth of fuel was prop¬ 
erly used. 

CSTC-A also cannot properly track the 
status of some 95,000 vehicles that the Unit¬ 
ed States has given the Afghans because of¬ 
ficials did not properly inventory the types 
and quantities of vehicles provided. 

Furthermore, the IG blamed CSTC-A 
officials for failing to properly train the 


Afghans to maintain those vehicles, leav¬ 
ing the U.S. military to spend about $21 
million to replace engines and transmis¬ 
sions that should have been the Afghans’ 
responsibility. 

The IG report was the eighth and final 
report in a series of oversight investiga¬ 
tions into CSTC-A functions since 2015. 
The reports have uncovered widespread 
issues within the command, including the 
commands’ inability to account for more 
than $700 million of ammunition provid¬ 
ed to the Afghan security forces between 
2015 and 2017. 

Officials in the command also faced 
scrutiny last year when John Sopko, the 
special inspector general for Afghanistan 
reconstruction, uncovered some $28 mil¬ 
lion of wasteful spending on Afghan Na¬ 
tional Army uniforms in a decade. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter; @CDicksteinDC 


Videos raise questions about 
Saudi missile intercept claims 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 



John A. Hamilton JR./Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 

An AV-8B Harrier II with 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit lands on the USS Wasp in 2016 after 
conducting airstrikes against Islamic State in Sirte, Libya. On Saturday, the U.S. miiitary launched its 
first strike against al-Qaida in Libya as operations expand beyond ISIS. 

AFRICOM strikes al-Qaida in Libya 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— As with nearly every ballistic 
missile launched by Yemen’s Shi¬ 
ite rebels targeting Saudi Arabia, 
the kingdom overnight said it in¬ 
tercepted all seven fired — but 
online videos raise new questions 
about those claims. 

One video appears to show a Pa¬ 
triot missile launch Sunday night 
go rapidly wrong, with the missile 
changing course midair, crashing 
into a neighborhood in Riyadh and 
exploding. Another appears to det¬ 
onate shortly after being launched 
in the Saudi capital. 

Saudi Arabia’s Information 
Ministry did not respond to re¬ 
quests for comment Monday from 
The Associated Press. However, 
the videos appear to show the 
kingdom overstating the capabil¬ 
ity of the missile defense system, 
a tradition dating back to the 1991 
Gulf War. 

“It’s more likely that none of the 
missiles have been intercepted 
than it is that the Saudis have shot 
down any,” said Jeffrey Lewis, a 
missile expert at the Middlebury 
Institute of International Studies 
in Monterey, Cahf, who watched 
the videos and has studied other 
Saudi Patriot missile launches. 

Saudi Arabia says it has been 
targeted by some 90 ballistic mis¬ 
sile launched by Yemen’s Shiite 
rebels, known as Houthis, and 
their alhes since launching a war 
against them three years ago. 

Sunday night’s launch saw one 
Egyptian killed and two others 
wounded in Riyadh by a missile 
fragment, marking the first casu¬ 
alties in the Saudi capital since the 
war began. Rockets fired by the 
Yemeni rebels have caused deaths 
in other parts of the kingdom. 

The Saudi military said it in¬ 
tercepted seven balhstic missiles 
fired by the Houthis at the king¬ 
dom, three of them targeting Ri¬ 
yadh, two targeting Jazan and one 
apiece targeting N^ran and Kha- 
mis Mushait. 

The Saudi-owned satellite news 
channel A1 Arabiya aired foot¬ 


age it said showed Patriot missile 
batteries firing at the incoming 
Houthi missiles in Riyadh. One 
Patriot missile appears to explode 
seconds after being launched, 
drawing a shout from a bystander 
as flaming fragments rain down. 

In another video circulated on¬ 
line, a just-launched Patriot mis¬ 
sile suddenly changes course, 
smashing into the ground near a 
residential neighborhood. 

The Saudi military did not ac¬ 
knowledge the apparent missile 
malfunctions. 

This is not the first time experts 
question Saudi claims on missile 
interceptions. 

Defense analysts say the Royal 
Saudi Air Defense Forces largely 
rely on Patriot PAC-2 missiles, a 
system developed in the late 1980s. 
Those missiles rely on so-called 
“blast fragmentation” to destroy 
incoming missiles, spreading over 
an area like a fired shotgun shell. 

Debris found from recent Houthi 
missile launches hasn’t born any 
marks suggesting it was hit by 
such missiles, analysts say. The 
Houthi “Burkan,” or “Volcano,” 
missile used in attacks on Riyadh 
also have warheads that separate 
from the missile fuselage, making 
them even harder to hit. 

Over 10,000 people have been 
killed in Yemen’s war, which 
began after the Houthis and their 
allies seized Yemen’s capital, 
Sanaa, in September 2014 and 
began a march south. The con¬ 
flict has morphed into a proxy war 
drawing in Mideast powers. 

The United Nations, Western 
countries and the Saudi-led mili¬ 
tary coalition fighting in Yemen 
all say the Burkan mirrors char¬ 
acteristics of an Iranian Qiam 
balhstic missile. They say that 
suggests Tehran either shared the 
technology or smuggled disassem¬ 
bled missiles to the Houthis. 

Meanwhile, the United States 
provides logistical support and 
weaponry to the Saudi-led coali¬ 
tion, which has been criticized for 
its airstrikes in Yemen that kill 
civilians, as well as a blockade of 
Yemeni ports that has brought the 
country to the edge of famine. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany—The 
U.S. military has launched its first 
airstrike against al-Qaida in Libya 
as operations expand beyond tar¬ 
geting Islamic State. 

“The United States will not 
relent in its mission to degrade, 
disrupt, and destroy terrorist or¬ 
ganizations and bring stability to 
the region,” U.S. Africa Command 
said in a statement on Monday. 

The strikes on Saturday were 
launched near the remote Saharan 
desert town of Ubari, long a cross¬ 
roads for bandits, various tribal 
groups, traffickers and militants. 

Until now, AFRICOM has fo¬ 
cused its mihtary efforts in the 
north around the coastal city of 
Sirte. In 2016, about 500 airstrikes 
were carried out during a four- 
month campaign to dislodge ISIS 
from the town. The airstrikes 
were coordinated with forces on 
the ground aligned with the Liby¬ 
an government. 

Some fighters managed to flee, 
and AFRICOM has continued to 
carry out occasional strikes in 
other parts of the country. 

But the attack in Ubari is the 
first known strike that reached 
deep into Libya’s isolated south¬ 
western region, a place where al- 


Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb has 
long maneuvered between borders 
with Niger and Algeria. 

“These terrorists have used safe 
havens and freedom of movement 
in Libya to launch external terror 
attacks into neighboring coun¬ 
tries,” AFRICOM said. 

The command did not say if 
there were signs al-Qaida affili¬ 
ates are gaining in strength in the 
region, a development that could 
potentially prompt an escalation 
of U.S. operations. 

The Saturday strike comes 
as AFRICOM adds capabilities 
to carry out surveillance opera¬ 
tions and possibility strikes in the 
broader Sahel region. In the cen¬ 
tral Niger city of Agadez, the U.S. 
military is developing a new drone 
site that will extend its reach into 
southern Libya. 

The base is expected to be op¬ 
erational later this year. The Ni- 
gerien government authorized the 
armed drone flights in the wake 
of an October ambush that killed 
four U.S. soldiers. 

Libya has been a source of in¬ 
stability across the Sahel since 
NATO’s 2011 bombardment cam¬ 
paign that led to the overthrow of 
strongman Moammar Gadhafi. 
When the regime collapsed, weap¬ 
ons stockpiles were left unguarded 
and eventually fell into the hand of 


militant groups. Meanwhile, the 
U.S.-backed Government of Na¬ 
tional Accord is struggling to es¬ 
tablish a semblance of control. 

Al-Qaida, which infiltrated 
Libya following the NATO cam¬ 
paign, has conducted terrorist 
attacks in the region since then, 
including the 2013 attack against 
an oil consortium in Algeria that 
killed three Americans. The U.S. 
also blames an al-Qaida affiliate 
for the 2012 attack on a diplomatic 
compound in Benghazi. 

“Left unaddressed, al-Qaida 
could continue to inflict casualties 
on the civilian populations and 
security forces, and plot attacks 
against U.S. citizens and allied in¬ 
terests in the region,” AFRICOM 
said. 

AFRICOM said it has carried 
out two airstrikes in Libya this 
year, a slow pace compared to its 
four-month onslaught in Sirte in 
2016. But the military says it will 
strike again if needed. 

“In coordination with Libyan 
Government of National Accord, 
U.S. forces are conducting ongo¬ 
ing counterterrorism operations 
to degrade terrorist organizations’ 
abilities to recruit, train, and plot 
terror attacks,” the command 
said. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Saikat Mojumder, courtesy of the U.N. World Food Program/AP 

World Food Program Executive Director David Beasiey taiks to chiidren at a refugee center in Cox’s Bazar, Bangiadesh, in early October. 


UN food agency boss warns of migrant crisis 


By Rod McGuirk 

Associated Press 

CANBERRA, Australia — The head of 
the United Nations food agency warned 
Monday that the relocation of Islamic State 
members from the Middle East to Africa 
could trigger a massive new European mi¬ 
grant crisis. 

David Beasley, executive director of the 
World Food Program, said many of the 
militants who fled Syria amid the collapse 
of ISIS’ self-described caliphate had ended 
up in the greater Sahel region, a belt of 
semi-arid land spanning east-west across 
Africa and home to 500 million people. 

ISIS militants are now collaborating 
with other extremist groups, including al- 
Qaida, al-Shabab and Boko Haram, to cre¬ 
ate “extraordinary difficulties” across the 
Sahel, Beasley said in an interview with 
The Associated Press. 

He said he has warned European leaders 
that they could face a far larger migrant 
crisis from the Sahel than the Syrian con¬ 
flict generated if they do not help provide 
the region with food and stability. 

“You’re talking about the greater Sahel 
region of 500 million people, so the Syria 
crisis could be like a drop in the bucket 
compared to what’s coming your way,” 
Beasley said he told them. 

“What they’re now doing is coming into 
an already fragile area, a very destabilized 
area because of climate impact and gover¬ 
nance, and they’re infiltrating, recruiting, 
using food as a weapon of recruitment to 
destabilize so that they can have mass mi¬ 
gration into Europe,” he said. 

“Mother after mother will tell you that 


‘my husband did not want to join ISIS or 
al-Qaida, but we had no food,’ and if you 
haven’t fed your little girl or little boy in 
two weeks and the alternative is signing up 
with ISIS, you sign up,” Beasley added, re¬ 
ferring to the group, also known as Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria. 

The World Food Program wants to pro¬ 
vide stability, economic growth and sus¬ 
tainable development as well as food to the 
region, said Beasley, who was in Australia 
for talks with the government on funding 
strategies. 

The Sahel — which includes Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Niger, Mali and Mauritania 
— is vulnerable to droughts and floods and 
faces constant food insecurity. 

Five nations have also been grappling 
with a growing menace from extremists, 
including groups linked to al-Qaida’s North 
Africa branch. 

In February 2017, the so-called “Group 
of Five” agreed to assemble a 5,000-strong 
force to combat extremist groups, orga¬ 
nized crime and human trafficking. 


U.N. experts monitoring the implemen¬ 
tation of sanctions on Mali warned this 
month that the conflict-wracked West Af¬ 
rican nation and its neighbors “face inten¬ 
sified terrorist threats,” especially in the 
border area between Burkina Faso, Mali 
and Niger. 

The experts’ interim report said the 
militant group calling itself the official al- 
Qaida branch in Mali and the Islamic State 
in the Greater Sahara extremist group have 
declared that “jihadist groups are working 
together” to fight the 5,000 troops. 

In January, the U.N. Security Council 
threatened sanctions against parties in 
Mali who obstruct or delay the full imple¬ 
mentation of the peace deal agreed to by 
Mali’s government, Tuareg separatists 
and armed groups. 

The experts concluded after their Mali 
visit in February that “all parties to the 
agreement are responsible for delays.” 

Mali has been in turmoil since a 2012 
uprising prompted mutinous soldiers to 
overthrow the country’s president. The 


power vacuum that was created ultimately 
led to an Islamic insurgency and a French- 
led war that ousted the jihadis from power 
in 2013. But insurgents remain active in 
the region. 

The U.N. panel said “insecurity contin¬ 
ues to rage and is now shifting increasing¬ 
ly toward the center of the country” from 
the north. 

Across the country, it said, “an estimated 
4.1 million people are in need of humani¬ 
tarian assistance.” 

The experts said the extremist group 
Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal Muslimin, 
which positioned itself as the al-Qaida 
branch in Mali, and Islamic State in the 
Greater Sahara have claimed attacks not 
only in Mali but in Niger, in the Tahoua 
and Tillaberi regions. 

In Burkina Faso, the experts said, “the 
terrorist group Ansar al-Islam has multi¬ 
plied attacks in the last months against the 
government, including two attacks against 
Burkinabe security forces in Soum prov¬ 
ince on Dec. 2 and Dec. 21.” 

Beasley told the Security Council last 
week that the number of people around 
the world in danger of dying unless they 
get food urgently surged to 124 million last 
year — mainly because “people won’t stop 
shooting at each other.” 

He said by video link that almost 32 mil¬ 
lion of those acutely hungry people live in 
four conflict-wracked countries: Somalia, 
Yemen, South Sudan and northeastern Ni¬ 
geria, where famine was averted last year. 

Globally, Beasley said, 60 percent of the 
815 million chronically hungry people who 
don’t know where their next meal is com¬ 
ing from live in conflict areas. 


What [militants are] now doing is coming into 
an already fragile area, a very destabilized area 
because of climate impact and governance, and 
they’re infiltrating, recruiting, using food as a 
weapon of recruitment to destabilize so that 
they can have mass migration into Europe. ^ 

David Beasley 

World Food Program executive director 
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One Union Square, right, the downtown Seattle building that houses 
the Russian Consulate on the 25th floor, is seen Monday in Seattle. 


Russia: Countries say publicly 
the expelled diplomats are spies 



Justin Tang, The Canadian Press (Toronto)/AP 


A Russian flag flies outside the Embassy of the Russian Federation 
in Ottawa, Ontario, on Monday. Canada kicked out four Russian 
diplomats and denied three w^o had applied to enter the country. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Almost all of the countries said 
publicly that the Russian diplo¬ 
mats they were expelling were 
actually spies. 

The expulsions came with a cho¬ 
rus of condemnation for the Krem- 
hn — for the poisoning, Russian 
spying and other Western griev¬ 
ances. Poland’s Foreign Minister 
Jacek Czaputowicz called it “the 
right response to the unfriendly, 
aggressive actions of Russia.” In 
the Czech Republic, where Rus¬ 
sian officials have claimed the poi¬ 
son may have originated. Prime 
Minister Andrej Babis dismissed 
that allegation as “an utter lie.” 

“The United States and many 
of our friends are sending a clear 
message that we will not stand 
for Russia’s misconduct,” said 
US. Ambassador Nikki Haley, 
Trump’s envoy to the UN. 

Russia’s Embassy in Washing¬ 
ton responded to the decisions on 
Twitter by hinting at retaliation, 
asking its followers to vote which 
US. Consulate should be shut¬ 
tered: St. Petersburg, Yekaterin¬ 
burg or Vladivostok. 

In Washington, Russia’s ambas¬ 
sador to the US., Anatoly Antonov, 
was summoned early Friday to 
the State Department and told 
that the 60 diplomats would have 
one week to leave the country, a 
State Department official said. 
Antonov was later quoted by the 
Russian news agency Tass as say¬ 
ing he “expressed resolute protest 
to the “illegal actions” and empha¬ 
sized there’s no proof of Russian 
involvement in the poisoning. 

Russia’s Consulate General in 
Seattle must close by April 2. The 
facility is a particular counter- 
intelhgence concern to the US. 


because of its proximity to a US. 
Navy base, said senior US. of¬ 
ficials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to be identified by 
name. 

White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said the 
actions would make the US. safer 
by “reducing Russia’s ability to 
spy on Americans and to conduct 
covert operations” that threaten 
US. national security. 

“With these steps, the United 
States and our allies and partners 
make clear to Russia that its ac¬ 
tions have consequences,” Sand¬ 
ers said. 

Britain has already expelled 
23 Russian diplomats, accusing 
them of being undeclared intel¬ 
ligence agents, which led Rus¬ 
sia to expel the same number of 
British diplomats. The European 


Union has already recalled its 
ambassador to Russia. 

The steps on both sides of the 
Atlantic Ocean add to a serious 
escalation of tensions between 
Russia and the West that has been 
building since the March 4 poi¬ 
soning of Sergei Skripal, a former 
Russian military intelligence of¬ 
ficer convicted of spying for the 
UK., and his daughter, Yulia. The 
two remain in critical condition 
and unconscious. A policeman 
who responded to their home was 
also injured. 

Britain has accused Moscow of 
perpetrating the attack using a So¬ 
viet-developed nerve agent known 
as Novichok. The US., France and 
Germany have agreed it’s highly 
likely Russia was responsible. 
Russia’s government has denied 
responsibility. 


Spokesman: Trump has confidence in Shulkin 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A White House spokes¬ 
man said the president still has confidence in 
embattled Veterans Affairs Secretary David 
Shulkin. 

Three administration officials told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Sunday that Trump is plan¬ 
ning to oust the embattled secretary amid an 
extraordinary rebellion at the agency and 
damaging government investigations into his 
alleged spending abuses. The three officials 
demanded anonymity to discuss a sensitive 
personnel matter. 

But Hogan Gidley is dismissing reports of 
Shulkin’s imminent dismissal. He told Fox 
News, “We hear these types of rumors every 
day.” Gidley said, “At this point in time, though, 
he does have confidence in Dr. Shulkin.” But 
he said the president “wants to put the right 
people in the right place at the right time, and 
that could change.” 

Two officials said Sunday that an announce¬ 
ment on Shulkin could happen this week, sub¬ 
ject to Trump’s final decision, as the White 
House hones in on possible replacements 
to head the VA. One of the officials rated 
Shulkin’s chances of being pushed out in the 
next day or two at “50-50.” 

Trump, who spent the weekend at his Mar- 
a-Lago estate in Florida, told associates that 
he would keep two other administration offi¬ 
cials who had been under fire: White House 


chief of staff John F. Kelly and Housing Sec¬ 
retary Ben Carson. 

“He did say that he’s expecting to make one 
or two m^or changes,” Newsmax CEO Chris 
Ruddy, a Trump confidant who spoke with the 
president over the weekend, told ABC’s “This 
Week.” 

“Now, other 
White House 
sources, not the 
president, tell me 
that Veterans Af¬ 
fairs Secretary 
David Shulkin is 
likely to depart 
the Cabinet very 
soon,” Ruddy 
said. 

The White 
House did not im¬ 
mediately com¬ 
ment. Shulkin did 
not respond to a 
request for comment Sunday. 

Speculation over Shulkin’s fate has ramped 
up in recent weeks following a blistering 
report by VA’s internal watchdog in Febru¬ 
ary that found he had improperly accepted 
Wimbledon tickets and his staff had doctored 
emails to justify his wife traveling to Europe 
with him at taxpayer expense. 

Earlier this month, two people familiar with 


the White House discussions told the AP that 
Trump increasingly viewed Shulkin as a dis¬ 
traction as the White House floated the names 
of possible candidates to replace him, includ¬ 
ing conservative “Fox & Friends” contributor 
Pete Hegseth. 

A separate VA watchdog investigation, due 
out in the coming weeks, is also looking into a 
complaint that Shulkin asked his security de¬ 
tail to accompany him to a Home Depot store 
and cart around furniture items, according to 
two people familiar with the allegation who 
requested anonymity to discuss an ongoing 
investigation. 

One person familiar with the White House 
discussions told the AP on Sunday that the 
administration was looking closely at roughly 
half a dozen candidates to head the VA, the 
government’s second-largest department, 
with 370,000 employees. 

The candidates being vetted include Hegs¬ 
eth, a former military officer and former CEO 
of the conservative Concerned Veterans for 
America; former Rep. Jeff Miller, who had 
been chairman of the House Veterans Af¬ 
fairs Committee; retired US. Army Lt. Gen. 
Keith Kellogg; Michael Kussman, a former 
VA undersecretary of health; Toby Cosgrove, 
former president and CEO of the Cleveland 
Clinic; and Leo Mackay Jr., a former VA dep¬ 
uty secretary who is now senior vice president 
at Lockheed Martin Corp. 


[But President 
Donald Trump] 
wants to put the 
right people in 
the right place 
at the right 
time, and that 
could change. ^ 

Hogan Gidley 

White House spokesman 


Lawyers: Pulse 
gunman’s dad 
worked with FBI 


Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla.—Lawyers for 
the widow of the Orlando Pulse 
nightclub shooter say they’ve only 
just been told that the attacker’s 
father was an FBI informant for 
11 years. 

Lawyers for Noor Salman, the 
gunman’s widow, are asking for a 
mistrial, saying this information 
should have been disclosed ear¬ 
lier by prosecutors. 

Salman is accused of help¬ 
ing her husband, Omar Mateen, 
plan the June 2016 attack on the 
Pulse nightclub, where he killed 
49 people. 

Her lawyers’ federal court 
motion filed Monday says pros¬ 
ecutors contacted them Saturday 
night and told them about Sed- 
dique Mateen’s relationship with 
the FBI. 

Salman is standing trial on ac¬ 
cusations of aiding her husband 
in the attack on the gay nightclub 
in Florida. 
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Mueller probe witness secretly 
backed UAE agenda in Congress 



Provided by C-SPAN/AP 


This 1998 image from video shows Geoi^e Nader, an adviser to 
the United Arab Emirates who is now a witness in the U.S. special 
counsel investigation into foreign meddling in American politics. 


By Desmond Butler, 

Tom LoBianco 
AND Bradley Klapper 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A top fund¬ 
raiser for President Donald 
Trump received millions of dol¬ 
lars from a political adviser to the 
United Arab Emirates last April, 
just weeks before he began hand¬ 
ing out a series of large politi¬ 
cal donations to U.S. lawmakers 
considering legislation targeting 
Qatar, the UAE’s chief rival in the 
Persian Gulf, an Associated Press 
investigation has found. 

George Nader, an adviser to the 
UAE who is now a witness in the 
U.S. special counsel investigation 
into foreign meddling in American 
politics, wired $2.5 million to the 
Trump fundraiser, Elliott Broidy, 
through a company in Canada, ac¬ 
cording to two people who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they were not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly. 

They said Nader gave the money 
to Broidy to bankroll an effort to 
persuade the U.S. to take a hard 
line against Qatar, a longtime 
American ally but now a bitter ad¬ 
versary of the UAE. But the trans¬ 
action was invoiced for consulting, 
marketing and advisory services. 

A month after he received the 
money routed through Canada, 
Broidy sponsored a conference 
on Qatar’s alleged ties to Islamic 
extremism. During the event, 
Repubhcan Rep. Ed Royce, of 
California, chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, an¬ 


nounced he was introducing legis¬ 
lation that would brand Qatar as a 
terrorist-supporting state. 

The original draft considered 
by the Foreign Affairs Commit¬ 
tee contained language singling 
out Qatar. The U.S. has long been 
friendly with Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE as well as Qatar, which 
is home to a massive American 
air base that the U.S. has used 
in its fight against Islamic State. 
But tensions in the Gulf came to 
a head when the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia launched an embargo 
with travel and trade restrictions 
against Qatar less than two weeks 
after Royce introduced the sanc¬ 
tions legislation in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. 

According to two people fa¬ 
miliar with the committee de¬ 
liberations, both Republican 
and Democratic staff members 
reached a consensus after the bill 
was introduced that because of the 
tensions in the Gulf, the language 
would look like the lawmakers 
were taking sides. They agreed 
to take it out of the bill. But just 
before the bill was to be put up for 
debate ahead of the committee’s 
vote, Royce ordered the language 
on Qatar not only reinstated, but 
strengthened, they say. The bill 
was approved by the committee 
in November with the stronger 
language on Qatar intact. 

In July 2017, two months after 
Royce introduced the bill, Broidy 
gave the California congressman 
$5,400 in campaign gifts — the 
maximum allowed by law. The 


donations were part of just under 
$600,000 that Broidy has given to 
GOP members of Congress and 
Republican political committees 
since he began the push for the 
legislation fingering Qatar, ac¬ 
cording to an AP analysis of cam¬ 
paign finance disclosure records. 

Broidy personally has given 
hundreds of thousands of dol¬ 
lars to Republicans during the 
past decade or more. But he gave 
nothing during the 2012 and 2014 
election cycles and just $13,500 
during the 2016 cycle. 

While Washington is awash 
with political donations from all 
manner of interest groups and 
individuals, there are strict re¬ 
strictions on foreign donations 
for political activity. Agents of 
foreign governments also are re¬ 
quired to register before lobbying 
so that there is a public record of 
foreign influence. 

The timeline of the influx of 
cash wired by Nader, an advis¬ 
er to Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al- 
Nahyan, the de facto leader of the 
UAE, could provide grist for U.S. 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
legal team as it probes the activi¬ 
ties of Trump and his associates 
during the 2016 campaign and 
beyond. However, it is not clear 
that Mueller has expanded his in¬ 
vestigation in that direction. 

Mueller’s investigators are 
looking into two meetings close 
to Trump’s inauguration attended 
by Nader and bin Zayed. A lawyer 
for Nader declined to comment 


for this story. 

Broidy said in a statement to the 
AP that he has been outspoken 
for years about militant groups, 
including Hamas. 

“I’ve both raised money for and 
contributed my own money to ef¬ 
forts by think tanks to bring the 
facts into the open since Qatar 
is spreading millions of dollars 
around Washington to whitewash 
its image as a terror-sponsoring 
state,” he said. “I’ve also spo¬ 
ken to like-minded members of 
Congress, like Royce, about how 
to make sure Qatar’s lobbying 
money does not blind lawmak¬ 
ers to the facts about its record in 
supporting terrorist groups.” 

Qatar and UAE also have ex¬ 
changed allegations of politically 
motivated hacks. Scores of Broi- 
dy’s emails and documents have 
leaked to news organizations. 
Broidy has alleged that the hack 
was done by Qatari agents and has 
reported the breach to the FBI. 

A spokesman for the Qatari Em¬ 
bassy, Jassim Mansour Jabr A1 
Thani, denied the charges, calhng 
them “diversionary tactics.” Rep¬ 


resentatives of the UAE did not 
respond to requests for comment. 

Cory Fritz, a spokesman for 
Royce, said that his boss had long 
criticized the “destabilizing role 
of extremist elements in Qatar.” 
He pointed to comments to that 
effect going back to 2014. “Any 
attempts to influence these long¬ 
standing views would have been 
unsuccessful,” he said. 

The details of Broidy’s advo¬ 
cacy on U.S. legislation have not 
been previously reported. The fi¬ 
nancial transaction and the White 
House meetings were first re¬ 
ported by The New York Times. 

The AP found no evidence that 
Broidy used Nader’s funds for the 
campaign donations or broke any 
laws. At the time of the advocacy 
work, his company, Circinus, did 
not have business with the UAE, 
but was awarded a more-than- 
$200 million contract in January. 

The sanctions bill was ap¬ 
proved by Royce’s committee in 
late 2017. It remains alive in the 
House of Representatives, await¬ 
ing a review by the House Finan¬ 
cial Services Committee. 


GOP banking on tax cuts to win over voters in midterms 


By Lisa Mascaro and Matthew Daly 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — With passage of an 
enormous budget bill, the GOP-controlled 
Congress all but wrapped up its legislating 
for the year. But will it be enough to per¬ 
suade voters to give Republicans another 
term at the helm? 

In two big ways. Republicans have done 
what they promised. They passed a long- 
sought tax-overhaul bill that slashed tax 
rates. They’ve rolled back regulations in 
ways they claim are boosting the economy. 
In the Senate, they confirmed a justice to 
the Supreme Court. 

But there are signs Americans wanted 
more: immigration reforms, gun control 
legislation, even an infrastructure plan 
that President Donald Trump promised 
voters. Tax cuts, for now, will have to do. 


“It’s very clear that tax reform was going 
to be the biggest legislative crown jewel 
of this Congress,” said Matt Gorman, the 
spokesman for the House GOP’s campaign 
arm, the National Republican Congressio¬ 
nal Committee. “That is a massive center- 
piece of our campaign.” 

But polls swing wildly these days, strat¬ 
egists said. Voters are rarely focused for 
too long on single issues that can make or 
break campaigns, as when Republicans 
seized control of the House in 2010 amid 
the economic downturn or Democrats 
pushed to the majority in 2006 over opposi¬ 
tion to the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and 
congressional ethics scandals. 

Trump’s mixed messages on the GOP’s 
accomplishments only make the campaign¬ 
ing more difficult. At the White House on 
Friday, he toyed with a veto of the $1.3 


trillion budget package, complaining it 
lacked his immigration deal and smacked 
of overspending, before ultimately signing 
it. Such shifting views leave Republicans 
without a reliable partner as they try to 
push through political headwinds in what’s 
expected to be a tough battle for majority 
control of the House and Senate. 

Lawmakers left town for a two-week re¬ 
cess that marks the unofficial end of the 
legislating season having shelved resolu¬ 
tion of other issues. 

Congress failed to pass legislation to curb 
rising health insurance premiums or to pro¬ 
tect young immigrants known as Dream¬ 
ers from deportation, two issues that have 
stirred voters this year. And ahead of the 
nationwide “March for Our Lives” protests 
against gun violence, lawmakers took mod¬ 
est steps to boost school safety funds and to 


improve compliance with the federal gun 
purchase background check system. 

Kris Brown, co-president of the Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, said 
the measures are “just not enough.” 

“The American people have been 
screaming from the rooftops for real, bold 
change to fight against” tragedies such 
as the Florida and Las Vegas shootings. 
Brown said. “We have seen the conse¬ 
quences of Congress’ inaction.” 

Congress’ spring agenda is thin. It in¬ 
cludes modest plans to finish a banking 
bill that rolls back some of the regulations 
put into place after the financial crisis and 
to pass a big farm bill that sets agriculture 
and school nutrition policies. The Senate 
also has to begin confirmation hearings for 
Trump’s nominees for secretary of state 
and CIA director. 
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Porn star details alleged encounter with Trump 



CBS News, “60 Minutes’VAP 

Stormy Daniels is interviewed by Anderson Cooper on “60 Minutes.” 


By Ken Thomas 
AND Kevin Freeing 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Adult film 
star Stormy Daniels says she was 
threatened to keep silent about 
an alleged sexual encounter with 
Donald Trump in 2006, telhng 
her story in a highly anticipated 
interview with CBS’ “60 Minutes” 
broadcast Sunday. 

Daniels said she was threatened 
by an unidentified man in Las 
Vegas to keep quiet about her al¬ 
leged relationship with Trump; 
it was an incident that she said 
happened while she was with her 
young daughter. She said in the 
interview that she had one en¬ 
counter of consensual sex with the 
future president. 

“He knows I’m telling the truth,” 
said Daniels, whose legal name is 
Stephanie Chfford. She does not 
allege that she was coerced in her 
encounter with Trump, saying, 
“This is not a ‘MeToo.’ I was not 
a victim.” 

The adult film actress provided 
little new evidence of her alleged 
2006 affair with Trump but said 
she faced intimidation tactics 


aimed at ensuring her silence in 
2011. 

Daniels said that in the inci¬ 
dent, in a parking lot, the man 
told her: “Leave Trump alone. 
Forget the story.” She said he 
then looked at her daughter and 


said, “That’s a beautiful little 
girl. It’d be a shame if something 
happened to her mom.” 

Daniels received a $130,000 
payment days before the 2016 
presidential election for her si¬ 
lence and has sought to invalidate 


a nondisclosure agreement. 

The White House did not im¬ 
mediately comment Sunday on 
the interview. Trump, through 
his representatives, has denied 
the allegations. His attorney, 
Michael Cohen, has said Trump 


never had an affair with Dan¬ 
iels. Cohen has said he paid the 
$130,000 out of his pocket. 

Cohen has said neither the 
Trump Organization nor the 
Trump campaign was a party to 
the transaction with Daniels and 
he was not reimbursed for the 
payment. 

However, Daniels’ attorney, 
Michael Avenatti, told “60 Min¬ 
utes” he has documents showing 
Cohen using his Trump Organi¬ 
zation email address in setting 
up the payment and that the non¬ 
disclosure agreement was sent by 
FedEx to Cohen at his Trump Or¬ 
ganization office in Trump Tower. 

In the interview, Daniels de¬ 
scribed a sexual encounter with 
Trump that began with him talk¬ 
ing about himself and showing her 
an issue of a magazine with his 
picture on the cover. She said that 
she asked him, “Does this ... does 
this normally work for you?” He 
was taken aback, she said. “And 
I was hke, ‘Someone should take 
that magazine and spank you with 
it.’” She said she then ordered him 
to drop his pants and, in a playful 
manner, “I just gave him a couple 
swats.” 



Michael Penn, The Juneau (Alaska) Empire/AP 


Former Sen. Clem Tillion speaks during the Alaska Legislative 
Centennial at Rockwell’s restaurant in Juneau, Alaska, in 2013. 


Facebook questioned 
about pulling Android 
phone numbers, texts 

By Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

On the same day Facebook 


Alaskans 
upset about 
dwindling 
oil checks 

By Becky Bohrer 

Associated Press 

JUNEAU, Alaska — The joke 
has always been that Alaska is 
so wealthy it pays its residents 
to live here. But those yearly 
checks have gotten smaller and 
could undergo a massive change 
as Alaska struggles to pay state 
troopers and fix roads amid 
years of low oil prices. 

After oil started flowing from 
Alaska’s North Slope in the late 
1970s, so did the checks, which 
were eventually paid with earn¬ 
ings from an oil wealth fund 
that’s grown to about $65 billion 
through investments. Times were 
so good that the state in 1980 re¬ 
pealed its personal income tax, a 
decision that has been politically 
impossible to undo as the state 
grapples with a multibillion-dol- 
lar budget deficit. 

Now, with their options for fill¬ 
ing the deficit dwindling, lawmak¬ 
ers may have no choice but to use 
earnings from the Alaska Perma¬ 
nent Fund to help pay the state’s 
bills. Over the years, the size of 
residents’ annual checks has var¬ 
ied based on the market’s perfor¬ 
mance, averaging about $1,145. 
They reached an all-time high of 


$2,072 in 2015 — totahng more 
than an extra $10,000 for a fam¬ 
ily of five — before state leaders 
started contemplating some use 
of fund earnings for government 
costs, and Gov. Bill Walker limited 
the payout. The prospect isn’t sit¬ 
ting well with some. 

“I’m not willing to give them 
anything,” said Clem Tillion, a 
former state lawmaker and long¬ 
time permanent-fund defender 
who with others unsuccessfully 
sued over Walker’s halving of divi¬ 
dend checks in 2016. 

Alaska received more than 
156,000 square miles of land as a 
“dowry” at statehood, with miner¬ 
al rights belonging to the people, 
Tilhon said. The checks are their 
share, he said. 

Mqjor proposals for using the 
fund’s earnings involve changing 
how the checks are calculated, fu¬ 
eling a pohtical debate expected to 


spill into this year’s gubernatorial 
and legislative races. 

The choices are limited. With oil 
revenue unable to sustain the state 
budget, savings accounts drawn 
low, Republicans seeing new or 
higher taxes as unnecessary and 
Democrats against deeper budget 
cuts, what’s left are the earnings 
from the state’s nest egg. 

Fund earnings, by one estimate, 
could total about $16 billion by the 
end of this fiscal year, though law¬ 
makers are eyeing only a fraction 
of that. The Legislature is sched¬ 
uled to end its session in mid-April 
but has run long in recent years. 

The checks are widely seen as 
an entitlement — discretionary 
money for many Alaskans but 
critical income for others, par¬ 
ticularly lower income residents 
hving in high-cost rural commu¬ 
nities where a gallon of milk can 
cost about $10. 


bought ads in US. and British 
newspapers to apologize for the 
Cambridge Analytica scandal, 
the social media site faced new 
questions about collecting phone 
numbers and text messages from 
Android devices. 

The website Ars Technica re¬ 
ported that users who checked data 
gathered by Facebook on them 
found that it had years of contact 
names, telephone numbers, call 
lengths and text messages. 

Facebook said Sunday the in¬ 
formation is uploaded to secure 
servers and comes only from An¬ 
droid users who opt in to allow it. 
Spokespeople say the data is not 
sold or shared with users’ friends 
or outside apps. They say the data 
is used “to improve people’s expe¬ 
rience across Facebook” by help¬ 
ing to connect with others. 

The company also said in a web¬ 
site posting that it does not collect 
the content of text messages or 
calls. A spokeswoman told The As¬ 
sociated Press that Facebook uses 
the information to rank contacts 
in Messenger so they are easier to 
find and to suggest people to call. 

Users get the option to allow 


data collection when they sign up 
for Messenger or Facebook Lite, 
the Facebook posting said. “If you 
chose to turn this feature on, we 
will begin to continuously log this 
information,” the posting said. 

The data collection can be 
turned off in a user’s settings, and 
all previously collected call and 
text history shared on the app will 
be deleted, Facebook said. 

The feature was first introduced 
on Facebook Messenger in 2015 
and added later on Facebook Lite. 

Messages were left Sunday 
seeking comment about security 
from Google officials, who make 
the Android operating system. 

Reports of the data collection 
came as Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg took out ads in mul¬ 
tiple US. and British Sunday 
newspapers to apologize for the 
Cambridge Analytica scandal. 

The ads say the social media 
platform doesn’t deserve to hold 
personal information if it can’t 
protect it. 

According to the ads, a quiz app 
built by a Cambridge University 
researcher leaked the Facebook 
data of m illi ons of people four 
years ago. Zuckerberg said this 
was a “breach of trust” and that 
Facebook is taking steps to make 
sure it doesn’t happen again. 
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Following march, 
students aim at 
gun laws, election 


By Martha Irvine 

Associated Press 

Charlie Goodman looked at 
the massive crowd around him, 
the largest youth-led protest in 
Washington since the Vietnam 
War era. He listened to people 
speak about toughening gun laws. 
They included some of his peers 
at the Florida high school who’ve 
sparked this movement, as well 
as the 9-year-old granddaughter 
of the Rev. Martin Luther King. 

When she spoke, he was moved 
to tears. 

“This is truly a revolution,” 
said Goodman, a sophomore at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., where 17 
people were gunned down. “We 
can really change the world.” 

The marches unified hundreds 
of thousands of people in cities 
across the country and galvanized 
this movement, he and others say. 
Now they are vowing to get young 
voters registered and send a mes¬ 
sage in upcoming elections. 

“We have a lot of people who are 
inspired,” said Kobey Lofton, a 
student from Chicago’s South Side 
who traveled overnight to Wash¬ 
ington on Friday with 12 busloads 
of fellow students and adults. 

Before the march, Lofton and 
his fellow Peace Warriors at North 
Lawndale College Prep High 
School had already met with the 
Florida students — young people 
from different worlds, but both 
affected by gun violence. 

Now they and other students 
across the country are planning 
voter registration drives. Voter 
registration groups, including 
Rock the Vote, Voto Latino and 
HeadCount, a nonpartisan group 
that usually focuses on register¬ 
ing people at concerts and music 
festivals, also mobilized teams at 
Saturday’s marches in 30 U.S. cit¬ 
ies and have created a registration 
tool kit for high school students. 


“I’ve never felt the energy that 
I felt,” HeadCount spokesman 
Aaron Ghitelman said of the regis¬ 
tration training that preceded the 
march in Washington. In a matter 
of hours, he said the groups reg¬ 
istered nearly 5,000 people, many 
of them millennials. 

“More young people are realiz¬ 
ing that we can have a voice and 
we can have a seat at the table,” 
he said. “But people realize that 
you have to fight for that seat at 
the table.” 

“We have to force them to do 
something,” agreed Lofton, who 
was referring to elected offi¬ 
cials, including President Donald 
Trump. The White House issued 
a statement about the student-led 
march and also pointed to the 
president’s support for the Stop 
School Violence Act, which autho¬ 
rized grants to schools to bolster 
security and attempts to improve 
background checks. 

But Cameron Kasky, a student 
leader at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, said the 
current laws and legislation don’t 
go far enough. 

The students, he said, are de¬ 
manding an assault weapons ban, 
prohibition of sales of high-capac¬ 
ity magazines and universal back¬ 
ground checks. But Kasky said 
this won’t happen if his peers na¬ 
tionwide don’t get more involved. 

“The youth of America needs 
to step up and start voting. (You) 
see the statistics. It’s an embar¬ 
rassing turnout,” Kasky said Sun¬ 
day on the CBS program “Face 
the Nation.” 

Compared with 2012, voter 
turnout for millennials, those 
ages 18 to 35, increased to just 
below 50 percent in the last presi¬ 
dential election, according to the 
Pew Research Center and U.S. 
Census data. But that turnout still 
lags behind other generations. 

Still, Dianne Daley, 60, a cor¬ 
porate events planner from Long 



Joe Burbank, Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel/AP 

Demonstrators hold up signs during a rally at Lake Eola Park in downtown Orlando, Fla., on Saturday as 
a part of the nationwide protest against gun vioience across the U.S. 



Max Faulkner, (Fort Worth, Texas) 
Star-Teleg r am/A P 



Protesters participate in the 
March For Our Lives in Fort 
Worth, Texas, on Saturday. 


Cameron Kasky, a survivor of the mass shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., waves after 
speaking Saturday at the “March for Our Lives” in Washington. 


Beach, Calif., said the students 
have done a lot to inspire their 
older peers. 

“Maybe that’s what it’s going 
to take — children leading us,” 
Daley said. She comes from a 
family of educators and marched 
Saturday in her hometown with 
three generations of her family, 
including her 87-year-old father, 
an Air Force veteran. 

Some students from “the si¬ 
lent minority” still said they felt 
excluded. 

Kyle Kashuv, another student at 
the Florida school, also appeared 
on “Face the Nation” to voice his 
support for the 2nd Amendment 


and for enforcement of existing 
gun laws. He expressed his disap¬ 
pointment that he was not invited 
to speak at Saturday’s march 
and placed blame for the deadly 
shooting at his school on local law 
enforcement and the FBI. 

“This kid was flagged,” Kashuv 
said of accused shooter Nikolas 
Cruz and reports to law enforce¬ 
ment before the shooting that he 
posed a threat. 

Sen. Mark Warner, a Virginia 
Democrat who has previously 
voted against stricter laws on 
high-capacity magazines and 
semi-automatic weapons, said the 
student rallies will likely make a 


difference as Congress takes on 
the issue again. 

Some of the Florida students 
said they realize that compromise 
will be necessary. But, even as he 
rested back in Florida on Sunday, 
Goodman said the marches are 
only the beginning. 

He and his peers will be re¬ 
grouping this week on their 
spring break, he said. 

“I considered myself more po¬ 
litically aware than politically ac¬ 
tive. I was very intrigued with the 
(last) election,” he said. 

But something has changed in 
him. “Now this is something that 
I must do,” he said. 


Doctors to Rick Santorum: Learning CPR won’t save mass shooting victims 


By Meagan Flynn 

The Washington Post 

Doctors and surgeons had an important 
message for former Republican senator 
Rick Santorum on Sunday: CPR does not 
save people who are bleeding to death from 
AR-15 wounds. 

The comments directed at Santorum 
came after he suggested on CNN that learn¬ 
ing CPR was a better way for young people 
to take action in response to a mass shoot¬ 
ing, rather than protesting gun violence and 
asking “someone else to solve their prob¬ 
lem” by passing a “phony gun law.” The 
panel on CNN’s “State of the Union” was 
discussing the March for our Lives, which 
drew upward of 800,000 people to the Na¬ 
tional Mall on Saturday to demand gun 
control legislation. Many of the marchers 


— including the teenage organizers from 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, 
where Nikolas Cruz fatally shot 17 people 
last month — were students. 

Santorum said, “How about kids, instead 
of looking to someone else to solve their 
problem, do something about maybe taking 
CPR classes or trying to deal with situations 
where there is a violent shooter and you can 
actually respond to that?” 

He continued: “They took action to ask 
someone to pass a law. They didn’t take ac¬ 
tion to say, ‘How do I as an individual deal 
with this problem? How am I gonna do 
something about stopping bullying in my 
community? What am I gonna do to actually 
help respond to a shooter?’ ” 

The comments drew ridicule from physi¬ 
cians, among others, who assured Santorum 
learning CPR wouldn’t save victims of a 


mass shooting. He is now among a growing 
pool of right-wing pundits and politicians 
who have attacked the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas students and their alhes. 

Heather Sher, a Florida-based radiolo¬ 
gist who examined the gunshot wounds of 
at least one Parkland shooting victim on the 
day of the shooting, called Santorum’s com¬ 
ments “gobsmackingly uninformed.” 

“CPR is not effective with catastrophic 
bleeding,” she said on Twitter. “Speechless! 
Learn CPR! Everyone should for cardiopul¬ 
monary arrest. But for gunshot wounds, a) 
attend stop the bleeding course by trauma 
surgeons or b) pass #gunreform (helpful 
hint: option b is the better option.” 

Joseph Sakran, a trauma surgeon at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, tweeted: “As a Trauma 
Surgeon & survivor of gun violence, it is 
critical to clear up the false perception set 


by (g>RickSantorum. Victims that go into 
cardiac arrest after #Gun Violence are 
Bleeding to Death. CPR is NOT effective in 
this situation.” 

Rebecca Bell, a pediatric critical care 
doctor at the University of Vermont Medical 
Center, broke it down in layman’s terms: 

“Here are some stats made simple for 
Rick Santorum,” she said on Twitter. “Sur¬ 
vival rate of pulseless trauma victims who 
get CPR at the scene: VERY, VERY LOW. 

“Survival rate of people who don’t get 
shot in the first place: MUCH, MUCH 
BETTER.” 

CNN’s Van Jones responded to Santo¬ 
rum’s suggestion by telling him about his 
own son soon to be in high school: “If his 
main way of surviving high school is to 
learn CPR so that when his friend gets shot 
... to me, we’ve gone too far.” 
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2 NY churches relent, install metal detectors 


By Karen Matthews 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The two stone 
churches near the foot of Broad¬ 
way, in the shadow of the World 
Trade Center, have seen fire and 
calamity and the sweep of Ameri¬ 
can history, and through it all 
have kept their doors wide open. 

But in a sign of the times. Trin¬ 
ity Church and St. Paul’s Chapel 
both installed metal detectors 
this month. Visitors on their way 
to see Alexander Hamilton’s tomb 
in Trinity’s historic graveyard, or 
who want to sit in the pews at St. 
Paul’s, where George Washington 
prayed and dust-covered rescue 
workers rested after 9/11 attacks, 
now have to pass through airport- 
style security checkpoints. 

The metal detectors, installed 
March 1, will be there “until this 
world becomes a safer place,” 
said Trinity’s vicar, the Rev. Phil¬ 
lip Jackson. 

Visitors to St. Paul’s passed 
through them Palm Sunday as 
they gathered to mark the start 
of Holy Week, which commemo¬ 
rates the story of Jesus’ crucifix¬ 
ion and resurrection. 

Church officials said the deci¬ 
sion to step up security was not a 
response to any specific threat, 
but Jackson said a terrorist attack 
in the fall, when a man used a 
speeding truck to kill eight people 
on a nearby bike path, was “kind 
of a wake-up call.” 

“While no one wants to have to 
implement such measures, it’s a 
reflection of the times we live in 
and our desire to keep our peo¬ 
ple — parishioners and visitors 
— safe,” Jackson said. 

The two historic churches, 
which jointly serve a congrega¬ 
tion established in 1697, are hard¬ 
ly alone in lower Manhattan when 
it comes to security measures. 

People visiting the Statue of 
Liberty, the Sept. 11 memorial 
or the observation deck at One 
World Trade Center all have to 
pass through metal detectors. 
The New York Stock Exchange 
closed to tourists altogether after 
9/11. 

Yet the appearance of security 
checkpoints at two churches long 
seen as sanctuaries still struck 
some visitors as something new. 

“I thought it was weird,” said 
Rosie Meeks of San Antonio, who 
visited St. Paul’s with her 9-year- 
old grandson. 

The neo-Gothic Trinity Church 
was consecrated in 1846 after 
previous churches serving the 
congregation were replaced or 
destroyed, including a church 
that burned in a fire that de¬ 
stroyed much of Manhattan after 
the British occupied the city dur¬ 
ing the American Revolution. 

Trinity saw a new surge of visi¬ 
tors after the smash success of 
Broadway’s “Hamilton,” since 
Alexander Hamilton; his wife, 
Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton; 
and Elizabeth’s sister, Angelica 
Schuyler Church, are all buried 
in the picturesque graveyard. 

St. Paul’s Chapel was built a 
few blocks up Broadway in 1766. 
George Washington attended a 
service there immediately fol¬ 
lowing his 1789 inauguration as 



Photos by Mark Lennihan/AP 


A security guard checks a visitor at the entrance to St. Paul’s Chapel in New York. Metai detectors were instailed for the first time this 
month at St. Paul’s and Trinity Church. 



One World Trade Center towers above St. Paul’s. 


^Unfortunately, it’s the madness of the 
world we live in. ^ 

Rabbi Philip Graubart 

Advanced Institute for Judaic Studies 


the first U.S. president at nearby 
Federal Hall. 

The church narrowly escaped 
being destroyed when the World 
Trade Center collapsed on 9/11, 
gaining the nickname “The Little 
Chapel that Stood.” For months, it 
became a center for the relief ef¬ 
fort. Volunteers met there to dis¬ 
tribute food, water and spiritual 
counseling to rescue and recovery 
workers. For years, people left 
messages and mementos to the 
dead in the chapel’s iron fence. 

Metal detectors remain rare at 
U.S. churches, even in security¬ 
conscious New York. 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, which 
gets an estimated 5 milhon visi¬ 
tors a year, does not have them. 


“We have security at the cathe¬ 
dral, of course, but we do not have 
metal detectors at the doors,” said 
Joseph Zwilhng, spokesman for 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of New York. 

Some synagogues in New York 
and elsewhere have installed metal 
detectors, to the disappointment 
of critics such as Rabbi Philip 
Graubart, director of the Advanced 
Institute for Judaic Studies at the 
San Diego Jewish Academy. He 
said the “fortress” atmosphere “re¬ 
inforces fear as a daily emotion.” 

Asked about the metal detectors 
at Trinity and St. Paul, Graubart 
said they seemed like “a shame.” 

“Unfortunately, it’s the madness 
of the world we live in,” he said. 



Trinity Church visitors wait in line to pass through metal detectors. 
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High court rule: 
No research by 
(other) justices 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


People line up Oct. 3 outside the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington to hear arguments in a case about 
political maps in Wisconsin. 

Another key redistricting case 
goes in front of Supreme Court 


By Robert Barnes 

The Washington Post 

During last week’s Supreme 
Court arguments about crisis 
pregnancy centers, Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor introduced a long line 
of questions by saying she recent¬ 
ly had visited the website of one 
of the clinics that is a party to the 
suit. 

Eventually, Justice Anthony 
Kennedy broke in to ask his own 
question, but not before tossing a 
grenade Sotomayor’s way. 

“Well, in this case I didn’t go 
beyond the record to look on the 
internet because I don’t think 
we should do that, but I do have 
a hypothetical,” Kennedy said, 
harrumphing. 

Cue said internet. 

Kennedy insinuated that So¬ 
tomayor had violated some uni¬ 
versally accepted Supreme Court 
procedure by invoking facts 
found outside the record. But 
the rule seems to be that justices 
don’t like other justices doing 
such research. 

As soon as the transcript of the 
proceedings hit the digital world 
Tuesday afternoon, the internet 
was filled with remembrances of 
other justices — including Ken¬ 
nedy — doing research similar to 
Sotomayor’s. 

The first that came to mind 
for many was Chief Justice John 
Roberts Jr., questioning a lawyer 
in 2011 about an Arizona law, the 
Arizona Citizens Clean Elections 
Act, that provided public funds 
for political candidates. 

“Well, I checked the Citizens 
Clean Elections Commission 
website this morning,” Roberts 
said, with a Perry Mason tone, 
and what he found seemed to be 
at odds with Supreme Court prec¬ 
edent and what the lawyer defend¬ 
ing the law was representing. 

“Why isn’t that clear evidence 
that it’s unconstitutional?” Rob¬ 
erts asked of the website’s repre¬ 
sentation. Roberts later wrote the 
5-to-4 decision in Arizona Free 
Enterprise Club’s Freedom Club 
PAC V. Bennett that said the law 
indeed was unconstitutional. 

There is a lively debate about 
whether and when justices should 
consult facts outside the record, 
which have not been subjected to 
the kind of adversarial scrutiny 
applied to facts in the record. 

“I think there are good reasons 
why appellate courts, including 
the Supreme Court, generally 
shouldn’t consider facts outside 
the record,” said Leah Litman, 
a law professor at the University 
of California at Irvine. “But there 
are also times where it would be 
difficult not to do so, particularly 
when they are confronted with 
particularly credible evidence 
... that is relevant to a case or po¬ 
tentially undermines one of the 


premises on which the case is 
being litigated.” 

Sotomayor was looking at 
the website of the anti-abortion 
Fallbrook Pregnancy Resource 
Center, an unlicensed clinic that 
brought one of the suits against 
California’s requirement that it 
disclose, in as many as 13 lan¬ 
guages, that it did not have medi¬ 
cal personnel on staff. 

Sotomayor noted the website 
showed a woman who appeared 
to be a nurse standing by an ul¬ 
trasound machine in an exam 
room. It promised medical infor¬ 
mation on different abortion pro¬ 
cedures, even though it does not 
offer them. 

“If you’re an unlicensed facility, 
about pregnancy, why shouldn’t 
you tell people that you’re not a 
doctor?” Sotomayor asked Mi¬ 
chael Farris, who was represent¬ 
ing the clinics. 

Allison Orr Larsen, a professor 
at William & Mary Law School, 
has written about the concerns 
that accompany justices doing 
their own research, as well as re¬ 
lying on facts presented in amicus 
briefs that also have not been sub¬ 
jected to the adversarial process. 

Larsen analyzed 15 years of 
Supreme Court decisions for a 
study she produced in 2012 that 
found more than 100 examples 
of asserted facts from authori¬ 
ties never mentioned in any of the 
briefs in the case. 

But she thinks it makes a dif¬ 
ference in this case that both Cal¬ 
ifornia and the challengers had 
referenced Fallbrook’s website in 
their merits briefs. 

“Some may say that there is a 
distinction between citations in 
the briefs and evidence in the re¬ 
cord, but to me the critical ques¬ 
tion should be whether the issue 
was put to the test in the adver¬ 
sarial process,” Larsen said in an 
email. 

“If the parties both had a 
chance to weigh in about what the 
websites actually said or didn’t 
say (and if they could respond 
to each other in briefs), then that 
should assuage concerns about 
tainting judicial opinions with 
untested and potentially unreli¬ 
able factual claims.” 

Larsen remembered another 
justice who relied on data outside 
the record: Kennedy. 

In his opinion in Graham v. 
Florida, in which the court in¬ 
validated life sentences without 
parole for juveniles who commit 
nonhomicide offenses. Kennedy 
cited a letter from the Bureau of 
Prisons, solicited at his request by 
the Supreme Court Library, about 
the number of such prisoners. 

After the decision, the govern¬ 
ment submitted a letter to the 
court saying the research had 
been wrong. 


By Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court already has heard 
a mqjor case about political line¬ 
drawing that has the potential to 
reshape American politics. Now, 
before even deciding that one, the 
court is taking up another similar 
case. 

The arguments justices will 
hear Wednesday in the second 
case, a Republican challenge to 
a Democratic-leaning congres¬ 
sional district in Maryland, could 
offer fresh clues to what they are 
thinking about partisan gerry¬ 
mandering, an increasingly hot 
topic before courts. 

Decisions in the Maryland case 
and the earlier one from Wiscon¬ 
sin are expected by late June. 

The arguments come nearly six 
months after the court heard a 
dispute over Wisconsin legislative 
districts that Democrats claim 
were drawn to maximize Republi¬ 
can control in a state that is closely 
divided between the parties. 

The Supreme Court has never 
thrown out electoral districts 
on partisan grounds and it’s not 
clear the justices will do so now. 
But supporters of limits on par¬ 
tisanship in redistricting are 
encouraged that the justices are 
considering two cases. 

“In taking these two cases, 
the Supreme Court wants to say 
something about partisan ger¬ 
rymandering. It’s clear the Su¬ 
preme Court is not walking away 
from the issue,” said Michael Li, 
senior counsel at the New York 
University law school’s Brennan 
Center for Justice. 

The justices’ involvement in 
partisan redistricting reflects a 
period of unusual activity in the 
courts on this topic. During the 
past 16 months, courts struck 
down political districting plans 
drawn by Republicans in North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wis¬ 
consin. Federal judges threw out 
a state legislative map in Wiscon¬ 
sin and a congressional plan in 
North Carolina. In Pennsylvania, 


the state Supreme Court invali¬ 
dated the state’s congressional 
districts and replaced them with 
a court-drawn plan. 

When the Supreme Court 
heard Wisconsin’s appeal, the 
court appeared to be split along 
familiar lines. Four liberal jus¬ 
tices seemed inclined to strike 
down the legislative map and four 
conservatives appeared more 
favorable to it. That left Justice 
Anthony Kennedy seemingly in 
control of the outcome. 

A relatively quick resolution 
of the case also appeared likely, 
based on the way the court han¬ 
dled the case. A lower court had 
struck down the districts earlier 
and had ordered new ones drawn. 
The justices blocked the drawing 
of a new map last summer, but set 
the case for arguments in the first 
week of its new term in October. 

Then in December, the court 
said it would hear the case about 
Maryland’s 6th congressional 
district, but provided no further 
explanation about why it was add¬ 
ing a second redistricting case. 

Democrats who controlled re¬ 
districting in Maryland in 2011 
made a conscious decision to try 
to increase the party’s control of 
congressional districts from 6-2 
to 7-1, said Michael Kimberly, the 
lawyer representing the Republi¬ 
can challengers. 

They took a district that 
had been centered in rural. 
Republican-leaning northwest¬ 
ern Maryland, where a longtime 
Republican incumbent won by 
28 percentage points in 2010 and 
turned it into a district that took 
in some Democratic Washington 
suburbs and elected a Democrat 
who won by 21 percentage points 
in 2012. 

The change violated the First 
Amendment rights of the Repub¬ 
lican voters, Kimberly said. 

Maryland Attorney General 
Brian Frosh, a Democrat, said 
in defending the district that it is 
competitive for both parties and 
has elected a moderate Democrat. 
In 2014, a friendlier year for Re¬ 
publican candidates. Democratic 


Rep. John Delaney’s victory mar¬ 
gin dropped to less than 2 points, 
though it rose again in 2016. 

In some ways, the Wisconsin 
and Maryland cases complement 
each other. In Wisconsin, the jus¬ 
tices have a broad theory about 
partisan line-drawing. The lower 
court that ruled for the Demo¬ 
cratic challengers concluded that 
the districting plans were drawn 
to discriminate against Demo¬ 
crats, the Republicans’ advantage 
would endure even in the face of 
a strong Democratic showing at 
the polls and the plans could not 
be explained by other, nonparti¬ 
san reasons. 

In Maryland, the single-district 
approach looks a lot like the way 
civil rights groups try to prove 
that race played too large a role in 
the drawing of districts. It would 
be both a more limited approach 
than the Wisconsin case, but also 
feel more familiar to justices who 
have decided many claims of ra¬ 
cial bias in redistricting. 

With two cases before them, the 
justices now have one in which 
each party is complaining about 
the other. 

That could be significant based 
on Chief Justice John Roberts’ 
stated distaste for putting the 
court’s credibility at stake in po¬ 
litically charged cases. 

“We’ll have to decide in every 
case whether the Democrats win 
or the Republicans win,” Roberts 
said in the Wisconsin arguments. 

Another possibility is that the 
justices already could have de¬ 
cided that there’s a procedural 
problem in the Wisconsin case, 
limiting their ability to address 
the merits of the Democratic vot¬ 
ers’ claim. 

However the court views the 
two cases, it seems increasingly 
likely that a decision striking 
down districts won’t result in 
any changes this year. The court 
frowns on making these sorts of 
changes so close to an election. 
The deadline to get on the pri¬ 
mary ballot in Wisconsin is June 
1. Maryland’s deadline was last 
month. 
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Courtesy of the Russian Ministry for Emergency Situations/AP 


Smoke rises above a multistory shopping center Sunday in the Siberian city of Kemerovo, about 1,900 
miles east of Moscow. The Ekho Mosvky radio station quoted witnesses who said the fire alarm did not 
go off and that the staff in the mall did not organize the evacuation. 

Dozens killed in Russian fire 



Sergei Gavrilenko/AP 


People react after laying flowers for the victims of the fire. 


Netanyahu 
questioned 
again about 
telecom case 

By Tia Goldenberg 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israeli police 
were questioning Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu on Monday 
as part of an investigation into 
a corruption case involving the 
country’s telecom giant, one of 
several scandals that have en¬ 
gulfed the long-ruling Israeli 
leader. 

Two Netanyahu confidants 
were arrested on suspicion of 
promoting regulation worth hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars to Is¬ 
rael’s Bezeq telecom company in 
return for Bezeq’s popular news 
site, Walla, allegedly providing 
favorable coverage of Netanyahu 
and his family. 

It’s the second time that Ne¬ 
tanyahu, who held the communi¬ 
cations portfolio until last year, 
is being questioned over the af¬ 
fair. Police declined to comment 
directly but in a statement said 
different interrogations were 
underway in connection with the 
case. 

Police were seen arriving to 
Netanyahu’s residence Monday 
morning. Israeli Channel 2 TV 
reported that Netanyahu’s wife, 
Sara, and son, Yair, are also being 
questioned at another location. 

Israel’s Yediot Aharonot daily 
reported that police will question 
Netanyahu over allegations made 
by longtime family spokesman 
Nir Hefetz, one of the confidants 
arrested and later released. He¬ 
fetz has turned state’s witness 
reportedly in exchange for full 
immunity. The Haaretz newspa¬ 
per said he will deliver record¬ 
ings of the prime minister and 
his wife as part of the agreement. 
The second confidant, Shlomo 
Filber, has also turned state’s wit¬ 
ness in the case. 

Israeli police have already rec¬ 
ommended indicting Netanyahu 
for bribery, fraud and breach of 
trust in two separate cases. 

Netanyahu is suspected of ac¬ 
cepting lavish gifts from bil¬ 
lionaire friends and promising 
to promote legislation to help a 
mqjor Israeli newspaper against 
its free rival in exchange for fa¬ 
vorable coverage. Longtime aide 
Ari Harow is a state witness in 
one of those cases. 

Israel’s attorney general is now 
reviewing the police recommen¬ 
dations, a process that could take 
months, and will decide wheth¬ 
er to indict Netanyahu on the 
charges. 

Netanyahu has repeatedly de¬ 
nied any wrongdoing, dismissing 
the accusations as a witch hunt 
orchestrated by hostile media and 
an overaggressive police force. 

The graft scandals have come 
as Israel’s coalition recently 
averted a crisis that could have 
led to early elections. Israel’s op¬ 
position accused Netanyahu of 
manufacturing the crisis to force 
a new election. 

Early polls would have shifted 
attention away from his legal 
problems, and a win would have 
shored up his position ahead of a 
possible indictment. 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Witnesses said 
fire alarms were silent and staff 
was nowhere to be seen when a 
fire at a shopping mall packed 
with children and their parents 
on the first weekend of the school 
recess killed 64 people in Russia’s 
Siberia. 

The fire at the Winter Cherry 
mall in Kemerovo, a city about 
1,900 miles east of Moscow, was 
extinguished by Monday morning 
after burning through the night. 

Sixty-four deaths were con¬ 
firmed after firefighters finished 
combing through the four floors 
of the mall. Emergency Situations 
Minister Vladimir Puchkov told a 
televised briefing. Six of the bod¬ 
ies have not yet been recovered. 
Some of the dead were found in¬ 
side a cinema, which one witness 
said had been locked shut. 

Investigators said Monday that 
emergency exits were blocked 
and a security guard turned off 
the public announcement system 
when he received a call about the 
blaze, but they provided no infor¬ 
mation on why that happened. 

Out of 23 victims whose bod¬ 
ies have been identified, eight are 
children, the emergency officials 
said. 

Some 200 animals are also be¬ 
lieved to have died in the mail’s 


By Allyson Chiu 

The Washington Post 

The photos and videos haven’t 
been edited by the latest Insta- 
gram filter or otherwise digi¬ 
tally manipulated. Orange-tinted 
snow did blanket parts of Eastern 
Europe on Friday and over the 
weekend, creating eerie, post- 
Apocalyptic scenes and baffling 
people from countries like Rus¬ 
sia, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania 
and Moldova, the BBC reported. 

Documentation of the strange 


petting zoo. The zoo’s manager 
told the Tass news agency that the 
animals included rabbits, turtles, 
pigs, goats and rodents. 

Russia’s top investigative body 
said Monday afternoon that they 
are searching for a security offi¬ 
cer who appears to have turned 
off the PA system when he re¬ 
ceived a call about the blaze. 

Four people have been de¬ 
tained in connection with the 
deadly fire, including one of the 
mail’s tenants. The investiga¬ 
tors did not give the cause of the 
fire but said they have obtained 
evidence proving “flagrant viola- 


snow appeared all over social 
media, with some making jokes 
about “skiing on Mars,” accord¬ 
ing to CNN. While orange snow 
seems unearthly, meteorologists 
said the phenomenon actually oc¬ 
curs about every five years and 
that this instance was caused by 
sand from storms in the Sahara 
Desert mixing with snow and 
rain, according to the BBC. 

Unlike past occurrences, how¬ 
ever, the concentrations of sand 
are much higher this time, with 
people even complaining of get- 


tions” that could have contributed 
to the heavy loss of life, including 
the fact that the fire escapes were 
blocked. 

Winter Cherry was one of Ke¬ 
merovo’s most popular entertain¬ 
ment centers for children, with its 
own indoor skating rink, petting 
zoo and trampolines. 

President Vladimir Putin late 
Sunday offered his “deep con¬ 
dolences” to the families of the 
victims. Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev called for a moment of 
silence at a session of the govern¬ 
ment on Monday. 


ting it in their mouths, the BBC 
reported. 

In a satellite image from NASA 
taken Friday, the dust was visible 
as a light brown streak staining 
the white clouds above Eastern 
Europe, according to the Weather 
Channel. 

Steven Keates, a meteorologist 
with the U.K.’s National Weather 
Service, known as the Met Office, 
told the Independent that sand 
can spread once it reaches the 
upper levels of the atmosphere. 


Egyptians 
vote despite 
president’s 
certain win 

By Maggie Michael 
AND Brian Rohan 
Associated Press 

CAIRO — Polls opened on Mon¬ 
day in Egypt’s presidential elec¬ 
tion with the outcome — a second 
four-year term for President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi — a foregone 
conclusion in a vote critics see as 
a sign the country is shding back 
to the authoritarian rule that had 
prevailed since the 1950s. 

A general-tumed-president, 
el-Sissi is challenged by Moussa 
Mustafa Moussa, a little-known 
politician who joined the race at 
the last minute to spare the gov¬ 
ernment the embarrassment of a 
one-candidate election after sev¬ 
eral hopefuls were forced out or 
arrested. 

Moussa has made no effort to 
challenge el-Sissi, who never men¬ 
tioned his challenger in public. 

Authorities hope enough people 
— there are nearly 60 milhon 
ehgible voters — will vote in the 
three-day balloting to give the 
election legitimacy. The powerful 
pro-government media have in 
past weeks relentlessly portrayed 
voting as a national duty, required 
to protect the country against for¬ 
eign conspiracies. 

Some of the presidential hope¬ 
fuls who had stepped forward 
might have attracted a sizable pro¬ 
test vote, but they were all either 
arrested or intimidated out of the 
race, making this the least com¬ 
petitive election since the 2011 
uprising that ousted longtime au¬ 
tocrat Hosni Mubarak and raised 
hopes of democratic change. 

El-Sissi cast his ballot as soon as 
the polls opened at 9 a.m. at a girls’ 
school in the Cairo suburb of He¬ 
liopolis. He made no comments, 
only shaking hands with election 
workers before he left. 

There were no long lines of 
voters waiting in several Cairo 
districts, but past elections have 
shown many prefer to wait for the 
afternoon or evening to vote. Foot¬ 
age aired by local television net¬ 
works showed women dominating 
the early voters. They also showed 
festive scenes outside polling cen¬ 
ters, with women and schoolchil¬ 
dren singing. 

Tens of thousands of policemen 
and soldiers have been deployed to 
protect polling centers as well as 
key state installations during the 
election. 

“I’m not lazy or apathetic. I’m 
intentionally skipping this one,” 
said Ahmed, a young man smok¬ 
ing a water pipe at a cafe near 
the Khidiwayah high school for 
boys in central Cairo. He would 
not give his family name, fearing 
reprisals. 

According to an Interior Minis¬ 
try statement late Sunday, police 
killed six militants beheved to be 
involved in a weekend bombing in 
the coastal city of Alexandria that 
killed two policemen. 

The statement said they be¬ 
longed to a Muslim Brotherhood- 
linked group and that they were 
killed in a raid on their hideout 
north of Cairo. 


Orange snow blankets parts of Europe 
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OPINION _ 

Bolton’s arrival ups the danger level 


By Trudy Rubin 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 

f there were ever any checks on the 
erratic, impulsive Trump foreign pol¬ 
icy, they nearly vanished last week. 
President Donald Trump’s replace¬ 
ment of national security adviser H.R. Mc- 
Master with the uber-hawkish John Bolton 
practically guarantees that the president 
will walk away from the Iran nuclear deal 
in May. And Bolton’s call for a pre-emptive 
attack on North Korea makes any pros¬ 
pects for a Trump-Kim Jong Un summit 
look slimmer than they already were. 

Yet, the scariest thing about Bolton is 
this: His deep belief in military action will 
strengthen the president’s most macho 
instincts. Especially since Trump just 
dumped Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
in favor of another uber-hawk, ex-CIA Di¬ 
rector Mike Pompeo. 

Standing alone in the breach is Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis, no wimp on using 
force, but a believer in trying all other op¬ 
tions first. But Mattis is now bereft of Cabi¬ 
net allies. 

We are about to see the real Donald 
Trump, unchained, in the foreign policy 
arena — flexing his muscles at the world 
(minus Vladimir Putin). Barring some un¬ 
expected event — GOP senators waking up 
at the prospect of war? — the cost to Amer¬ 
ica will be high. 

Of course, if history is any guide, Bolton 
might self-destruct. 

When he served in government, the wal¬ 
rus-mustachioed lawyer was so hard to 
work with that GOP senators blocked his 
confirmation as ambassador to the United 
Nations. (President George W. Bush gave 
him a recess appointment.) When he held a 
senior post at the State Department, Bolton 
clashed repeatedly with Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice and ultimately broke 
with Bush, whom he considered insuffi¬ 
ciently hawkish. 


But if he and Trump bond, Bolton’s 
America First philosophy could give shape 
and consistency to Trump’s most reckless 
instincts. 

Bolton is a more serious and well-disci¬ 
plined version of the chaotic former White 
House chief of staff Steve Bannon, or the 
president’s first national security adviser, 
the wacko Mike Flynn. They, too, tried to 
channel the president’s go-it-alone impuls¬ 
es, but neither was skillful enough. 

Along comes Bolton, who believes there 
is a yawning divide between “American¬ 
ists” and “globalists” (a term Bannon also 
used) who seek to tie the United States 
down, as the Lilliputians did to Gulliver. 

In a speech in 2000 to the American 
Enterprise Institute, Bolton laid out how 
globalists seek to prevent America from 
using military force. He railed at all inter¬ 
national organizations, multilateral trea¬ 
ties, the United Nations, nongovernmental 
and human-rights organizations and any 
accord that constrained American power. 
“The costs to the United States ... are far 
too great,” he proclaimed. 

So, it’s no surprise that Bolton disdains 
the Iran nuclear accord and opposes ne¬ 
gotiations with North Korea. Talks are not 
only useless, but should take a backseat to 
force. 

One can assume the president approves 
of his new adviser’s ideas on how to exit the 
Iran nuclear deal. 

In March 2015, Bolton wrote an op-ed in 
The New York Times titled “To stop Iran’s 
bomb, bomb Iran.” It called on the Obama 
administration to bomb Iran’s Natanz and 
Fordow uranium installations. 

Last year, he wrote a detailed strategy in 
the National Review for quitting the Iran 
nuclear deal (which Trump is considering 
doing by a May 12 deadline). Besides re¬ 
newing sanctions, the plan includes many 
elements aimed at facilitating regime 
change in Tehran. (Never mind that U.S. 
efforts at “regime change” boomeranged 


in the Iraq War that Bolton supported, and 
won’t suceed in Iran.) 

No surprise, Bolton totally downplays 
the consequences of trashing the deal, 
which would leave Tehran free to imme¬ 
diately advance toward nuclear breakout 
capacity. Nor does he mention that renew¬ 
al of sanctions would lead to a clash with 
our European allies, who are party to the 
deal and want it to continue. Or that it’s aw¬ 
fully risky to put Iran back on the path to 
the bomb just when Trump is preparing to 
meet with the leader of North Korea. 

Of course, Bolton is just as opposed to 
any deal with Pyongyang — and just as 
willing to use force to try to end the North 
Korean nuclear program. Consequences 
be damned. 

“It is perfectly legitimate for the United 
States to respond to ... North Korea’s nu¬ 
clear weapons by striking first,” he wrote 
in The Wall Street Journal in February. 
“Given the gaps in U.S. intelligence about 
North Korea, we should not wait until the 
very last minute,” he added. 

Pompeo echoes Bolton. He wants to roll 
back “the disastrous deal” with Iran, and 
said last year, on Fox News, that the only 
diplomatic option left with North Korea 
was “to end the regime.” No details on how 
this plan comes to fruition. 

Nor do Bolton and Pompeo dwell on the 
likely hundreds of thousands of dead South 
Koreans and U.S. troops in case of war 
with Pyongyang. 

Until now, threats of pre-emptive war 
appeared to be pressure tactics aimed to 
squeeze and limit Iranian and North Kore¬ 
an nuclear programs. But the new Trump- 
Bolton-Pompeo troika seems committed to 
Iraq-like fantasies that war can solve all. 

Unless Mattis or supine GOP legislators 
raise some roadblocks, this troika is head¬ 
ing for trouble. Expect a very difficult for¬ 
eign policy spring. 

Trudy Rubin is a coiumnist and editorial board 
member for The Philadelphia Inquirer. 


More Iraq War vets deserve Medal of Honor 


By James C. Roberts 

Special to The Washington Post 

M arch 25 is National Medal of 
Honor Day, a day to pause and 
reflect on the profound legacy 
of the United States’ most high¬ 
ly decorated heroes. About 30 of the 71 sur¬ 
viving recipients gathered in Washington 
on Friday to celebrate the bond that unites 
them over the span of seven decades 
— from World War II through the wars in 
Korea, Vietnam and Afghanistan. 

One m^or modern conflict is notewor¬ 
thy for its lack of representation: the Iraq 
War. 

This eight-year war claimed the lives of 
almost 4,500 Americans and left more than 
32,000 wounded. The most brutal battles 
since Vietnam took place in Iraq, in cities 
such as Baghdad, Fallujah and Ramadi, 
and acts of heroism abounded. Emblem¬ 
atic is the story of Marine Sgt. Mqj. Brad¬ 
ley Kasai. On Nov. 13, 2004, then-lst Sgt. 
Kasai entered an enemy-occupied build¬ 
ing in Fallujah, a death trap our troops 
had dubbed “Hell House,” to assist fellow 
Marines who were pinned down by a su¬ 
perior enemy force. Under withering fire, 
Kasai killed an insurgent immediately; 
then, while dragging a wounded Marine to 
safety, he was struck with seven rounds of 
small-arms fire. Severely wounded, Kasai 
used the few bandages he had to treat his 
injured comrade rather than himself 
When the insurgents lobbed a grenade at 
them, Kasai rolled on top of the wounded 
Marine, absorbing the impact of the blast 
and suffering 43 shrapnel wounds. He 


refused to leave the house until all of the 
other Marines were safe. A photograph 
taken of Kasai staggering from the house, 
pistol in hand, supported by fellow Ma¬ 
rines, his uniform soaked in blood, became 
an iconic image of the Iraq War. 

Kasai was later awarded the Navy Cross 

— the Navy and Marine Corps’ second- 
highest award for valor. Does anyone seri¬ 
ously doubt that his heroism is also worthy 
of the Medal of Honor? 

There are many other Iraq War veter¬ 
ans with stories as compelling as Kasai’s, 
and I have met many of them. They are 
extraordinary men, yet without the Medal 
of Honor their stories will almost certainly 
be forgotten as time passes. 

That is because the Medal of Honor con¬ 
fers a unique cachet upon its recipients. 
Honorees are in demand as speakers at 
civic, military and corporate conventions 

— and, most importantly, by schools and 
youth groups. 

The fact that not a single living Iraq War 
veteran has received the Medal of Honor is 
a serious injustice to the 1.5 million Ameri¬ 
cans who served in that conflict. Consider: 
1,523 Medals of Honor were awarded for 
heroism in the Civil War, 126 in World War 
I, 471 in World War II, 145 in the Korean 
War and 260 in Vietnam. Two soldiers 
killed in Somalia in 1993 and 14 who fought 
in Afghanistan have received the award 
(three of the latter posthumously). Yet for 
Iraq, only four Medals of Honor have been 
awarded, all posthumously. 

Until 2009, there were no living recipi¬ 
ents from Afghanistan, either. That year, 
then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates ex¬ 


pressed disbelief that of the 2.5 million 
American veterans who had served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, none who were still liv¬ 
ing had received the Medal of Honor. 

Things began to change almost imme¬ 
diately, with the eventual awarding of 11 
Medals of Honor to living veterans of Af¬ 
ghanistan, the most recent going to Senior 
Chief Special Warfare Operator Edward 
Byers Jr. in 2016. All are veterans of Af¬ 
ghanistan. Inexplicably, incredibly, not a 
single medal went to a living Iraq veteran. 

It is not too late for remedial action. 

The Pentagon has periodically conduct¬ 
ed reviews of conflicts going back to World 
War II to correct injustices regarding with¬ 
holding the Medal of Honor. Most recently, 
three living Vietnam veterans — Sgt. San¬ 
tiago Erevia, Sgt. 1st Class Melvin Morris 
and Sgt. 1st Class Jose Rodela — received 
the medal from President Barack Obama 
four years ago. 

The selection of Medal of Honor re¬ 
cipients is not done by formula. It is up to 
the judgment of those responsible in the 
Pentagon. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis com¬ 
manded troops in Iraq and must surely rue 
the irony that not one of the living veterans 
of that conflict has been found worthy of 
the nation’s highest award for valor. 

This year marks the 15th anniversary of 
the beginning of the war in Iraq. It is an 
appropriate time to recognize the first of 
many deserving Iraq War veterans with 
the Medal of Honor. 


James C. Roberts is president of the American 
Veterans Center. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 

8 The weight in pounds of methamphetamine U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers say an American tried 
to smuggle from Mexico into the U.S. with the drugs wrapped around his torso. Customs officers at a pedestrian 
crossing at the San Luis crossing in Arizona found the drugs Thursday after they were detected by a police dog. 
Authorities reported the arrest Friday and said the seized methamphetamine was worth more than $24,000. 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


Into darkness 

A man on a bicycle passes through a shaft of light as he enters a tunnel in Los Angeles. 



Police: Man attacked 
arches at McDonald’s 

SUTHERLIN — Po- 
lice say a man tried 
to destroy the golden arches at a 
McDonald’s restaurant in Oregon 
after workers refused to make him 
30 double cheeseburgers. The 37- 
year-old is facing charges. 

The News-Review reported that 
police arrested Jedediah Ezekiel 
Fulton on March 16 on suspicion 
of second-degree disorderly con¬ 
duct, second-degree criminal 
trespass, second-degree criminal 
mischief and harassment. 

Authorities said Fulton became 
upset when the fast food restau¬ 
rant in the western Oregon town 
of Sutherlin declined to make his 
order. Police said he destroyed 
a banner and then attacked the 
arches. 

Troopers suspended 
over overtime abuse 

||i| A BOSTON — Massa- 
I chusetts State Police 

said some troopers have been 
suspended without pay and oth¬ 
ers retired following an audit that 
found overtime abuse in 2016. 

Nineteen troopers faced hear¬ 
ings to determine their duty 
status while the investigation is 
conducted. 

State Pohce said nine officers 
retired since the start of the in¬ 
vestigation last week. The de¬ 
partment ordered nine people 
suspended without pay. One per¬ 
son was kept on active duty. 

The audit found possible cases 
of officers being paid overtime 
for shifts they didn’t work. 

State Police said two more 
troopers would have faced hear¬ 
ings, but one retired before the 
opening of the investigation and 
the other already is suspended for 
an unrelated issue. 

Robotics project spurs 
school shutdown 

PI TITUSVILLE — Au- 
r L thorities said a suspicious 
device that shut down a Florida 
high school turned about to be a 
student’s robotics team project. 

Florida Today reported that 
Titusville High School and sur¬ 
rounding roads were closed on 
Thursday after the device was 
found in the school’s courtyard. 

Police said investigators deter¬ 
mined Friday morning that the 
device was meant to shoot make¬ 
shift missiles, similar to a T-shirt 
cannon. Police said the student 
left the device unintentionally, 
and no criminal charges were 
reported. 

Man charged with using 
GPS to track victim 

KANSAS CITY — A 
■ Kansas City man has 

been charged with using a GPS 
tracking device to help kill a rival 
drug trafficker in front of the vic¬ 
tim’s 8-year-old daughter. 

Federal prosecutors said Lester 
Brown, 30, was charged Thursday 
with using the device to commit 
a crime of violence in the March 
death of Christopher Harris. 

Harris was killed as he was re¬ 
turning his daughter to her moth¬ 


er’s home in Independence. 

Prosecutors said the shooting 
was the result of several conflicts 
between the two men over rival 
marijuana distribution traffick¬ 
ing operations. 

Investigators were told Brown 
recruited two other people to 
carry out the shooting and placed 
the GPS tracking device onto Har¬ 
ris’ vehicle. 

City nixes Father Jesus’ 
proposal for church 

||i| Q GULFPORT — Even 
I w I Father Jesus isn’t 
above the law of man. 

A Mississippi city has denied 
a proposal for a church by a man 
named Father Jesus, saying he 
failed to have a professional engi¬ 
neer draw up the plans. 

Jesus said the church he’s call¬ 
ing “Saints of the Most High” 
wouldn’t be very big — just 12 
feet by 24 feet — and he’d begin 
with just three members. 

The Sun Herald of Biloxi re¬ 
ported that local residents ques¬ 
tioned what Jesus stands for 
during a Gulfport Planning Com¬ 
mission meeting Thursday. 

Jesus reportedly said he’s 
been diagnosed as paranoid 
schizophrenic. 


Man used UK passport 
with dead baby’s name 

OR PORTLAND — An 
W\ Oregon man has 
pleaded guilty to using a passport 
obtained in the name of a baby 
who died in Wales more than 50 
years ago. 

Timothy Matthews faces a 
maximum of 10 years in prison 
when he’s sentenced in June, but 
without prior convictions he’s 
expected to get no more than 
probation. 

According to court documents, 
the defendant was born Timothy 
Scheidt in Lander, Wyo., in 1963. 
He changed his surname in 2013. 

Years earlier, he received a 
passport issued by the United 
Kingdom in the name of Peter 
Matthews — a baby who died 
shortly after birth in 1963. He 
used it many times before the 
fraud was detected in 2012. 

Bottles to honor city’s 
link to Coca-Cola 

liy TERRE HAUTE — A 
1 western Indiana city is 
unveiling more than two dozen 
oversized Coca-Cola bottles for a 
public art project honoring its link 


to the uniquely shaped container. 

The 27 fiberglass bottles were 
revealed Thursday in Terre Haute. 
Each sculpture stands 6 feet and 
was painted by local artists. 

The Tribune-Star reported 
that in the coming weeks, the 
bottles will be moved to spots in 
the city about 70 miles west of 
Indianapolis. 

The Root Glass Co. in Terre 
Haute won a 1915 competition to 
create the glass Coke bottle’s dis¬ 
tinctive contoured design. 

Inmate holds guard 
hostage for 90 minutes 

BISHOPVILLE — Au- 
thorities said an inmate 
at a maximum security South Car¬ 
olina prison took a guard hostage, 
but the incident ended after nearly 
90 minutes with no injuries. 

The Department of Corrections 
said on Twitter a prisoner over¬ 
powered the officer about 6:50 
p.m. Friday at Lee Correctional 
Institution in Bishopville. 

Authorities said the roughly 90 
inmates in the dorm took control 
of the unit and officials began 
negotiating. 

The prisons agency said the 
guard was released unharmed 
after nearly 90 minutes, and the 


inmates returned to their cells. 

Authorities said no one was 
injured and no property was 
damaged. 

Man sentenced to life 
in girlfriend’s stabbing 

WILMINGTON — A 
b Delaware man convict¬ 
ed of fatally stabbing his mentally 
disabled girlfriend has been sen¬ 
tenced to life in prison. 

The News Journal reported the 
Delaware Department of Justice 
announced Friday that Gary Per¬ 
kins, 37, was sentenced to life plus 
36 years earlier this month in the 
2015 death of Jamie Murphy, 29, 
whose bloody body was found on 
a playground slide. 

According to court documents, 
Perkins had previously beaten 
Murphy and stabbed her in the 
head with a small pocketknife 
when she told him she was going 
to stop paying for his food in 2013. 
He was homeless at the time of 
Murphy’s death. 

Her family said the couple had 
an off-and-on-again relationship 
and a daughter together. 

Perkins was convicted on mul¬ 
tiple counts in October. 

From wire reports 
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FACES 


Playing a parent 


Braff loves family emphasis of new TV show ‘Alex, Inc.’ 


By Rick BENXLEY/Tribune News Service 


laying the oddly optimistic Dr. John Dorian on “Scrubs” from 2001-2010 
gave Zach Braff what he thought would be enough time starring on a net¬ 
work TV show to last him a lifetime. Since then, he’s shown more interest 
in movies (“Oz the Great and Powerful”) and guest-starring parts on TV 
shows (“Inside Amy Schumer”). 

His view about being part of a network TV show changed when he saw the 
script for “Alex, Inc.,” a family comedy about a successful radio producer who 
decides to risk everything — including his savings — to start his own business. 
Armed only with the help of his overenthusiastic producer and his fast-talk¬ 
ing, unemployed second cousin, Alex navigates the crazy world of start-ups 
while trying to keep his marriage and family a priority. 


“I had been directing a bunch and I 
thought if I was to ever go back to televi¬ 
sion, it would be something edgy on cable,” 
Braff says. “Then this one came up and I 
thought, T kind of love this.’ There’s so 
much television, but there isn’t a ton of 
stuff that parents can watch with their 
kids. This was so entertaining to me and 
felt a lot like ‘black-ish’ or ‘Modern Fam¬ 
ily.’ It’s the kind of show that a parent can 
enjoy and a kid can enjoy. They can all 
watch together.” 

The podcast element is in the opening 
episode of “Alex, Inc.” as Braff’s charac¬ 
ter will talk about being a guy with a fam¬ 
ily who has no idea how to start a business. 
After that, the majority of the stories will 
revolve around the family. 

Braff is not only the star, but also one of 
the executive producers, along with Matt 
Tarses (who was an executive producer on 
“Scrubs”). 


One similarity between “Alex, Inc.” and 
“Scrubs” is that Braff will be doing narration. 

“The voice-over always seemed a part of it 
because the meta-ness of the voice-over kind of 
becomes the podcast. We always thought of it as, 
like, a bit of a ‘Doogie Howser, M.D.’ thing or 
‘Sex and the City,’ sort of how the show is being 
summed up at the end,” Braff says.... “We want¬ 
ed the voice-over to be, ‘Oh, it actually is the 
podcast itself.’ So that was always a part of it.” 

“Alex, Inc.” offers Braff a new challenge be¬ 
cause in the show, he plays both a husband and 
father, a sharp contrast to his bachelor days on 
“Scrubs.” That means the tone will be different 
than the rather risque approach of “Scrubs.” 
Braff is hoping fans of “Scrubs” are now parents 
and will be drawn to this more paternal role for 
him that feels very different to play. 

“It’s a whole new world just because of the 
kids,” Braff says. “These kids are so spectacular 
and I think they may steal the show.” 

“Alex, Inc.” premieres Wednesday stateside. 


‘Black Panther’ No. 2 at box office, but No. 1 superhero moneymaker 


From wire services 

It took six weeks, but “Black Panther” 
has finally been unseated as the top film 
at the North American box office. The 
monsters vs. robots science-fiction sequel 
“Pacific Rim: Uprising” dethroned the 
superhero sensation with $28 million in 
ticket sales over the weekend, according to 
studio estimates Sunday. 

But the result for “Pacific Rim: Upris¬ 
ing,” which cost $150 million to make, was 
soft — at least domestically. Like the re¬ 
cently released “Tomb Raider,” its biggest 
business was in China. “Pacific Rim: Up¬ 
rising” debuted there with $65 million. 

And even though “Black Panther” slid to 
second place with $16.7 million in its sixth 
weekend, Ryan Coogler’s film notched 
another box-office milestone. It’s now the 
highest-grossing superhero film ever in 
North America, not accounting for infla¬ 
tion. The film’s $631 million in domestic 
ticket sales has surpassed the $623 million 
of 2012’s “The Avengers.” “Black Panther” 
also becomes the fifth-highest-grossing 
film of all time, rising above “Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi.” 

Yet the record-breaking hit of “Black 
Panther” has been followed by a string of 
lackluster performers, including “Tomb 
Raider,” “A Wrinkle in Time” and “Red 
Sparrow.” “Pacific Rim: Uprising” may 
have taken down the champ, but a block¬ 
buster heir to “Black Panther” is yet to be 
found. Next weekend, Steven Spielberg 
will try with his big-budget virtual-reality 
spectacle “Ready Player One.” 


“Pacific Rim: Uprising” grossed $122.5 
million abroad over the weekend. 

Warner Bros.’ “Tomb Raider” reboot, 
starring Alicia Vikander, dropped steeply 
in its second week domestically, sliding 56 
percent with $10.4 million. Sales have been 
brisker overseas, where “Tomb Raider” 
has grossed $170 million thus far. 

The animated family sequel “Sherlock 
Gnomes” debuted with $10.6 million. 

The results were also modest for Steven 
Soderbergh’s “Unsane,” a psychological 
thriller starring Claire Foy (“The Crown”) 
that the director shot with iPhones. “Un¬ 
sane” opened with $3.9 million. 

The Christian drama “I Can Only Imag¬ 
ine” held strongly in its second weekend 
and grossed $13.8 million, bringing its 
two-week total to $38.5 million. Fellow 
faith-based film “Paul: Apostle of Christ” 
took in $5 million. 

Sales multiply for Pence 
and Oliver rabbit books 

The past week was a good one for picture 
books about rabbits, gay or straight. 

“Last Week Tonight with John Oli¬ 
ver Presents a Day in the Life of Marlon 
Bundo” has spent the past several days at 
No. 1 on Amazon.com. The book it spoofed, 
by the wife and daughter of Vice President 
Mike Pence, reached the top 10. The Pence 
book is a tribute to the family’s pet rabbit. 
The Oliver book has Marlon fall in love 
with a fellow male rabbit, a pointed com¬ 
ment on the vice president’s opposition to 
gay marriage and other conservative so¬ 


cial views. Chronicle Books, publisher of 
the Oliver book, says more than 400,000 
copies are in print. 

But the Pences’ publisher, Regnery, also 
was pleased with the response. Regnery 
told The Associated Press on Monday that 
“Marlon Bundo’s A Day in the Life of the 
Vice President” was in its third printing, 
totaling more than 100,000 copies. Pence’s 
daughter, Charlotte, even purchased a 
copy of the Oliver parody, written by “Last 
Week Tonight” staffer Jill Twiss. Proceeds 
from both books are going to charity. The 
Pences are donating to A21, a nonprofit 
dedicated to combating human traffick¬ 
ing, and an art therapy program for can¬ 
cer patients, Tracey’s Kids. Oliver’s book 
is raising money for AIDS United and 
the Trevor Project, a suicide hotline for 
LGBTQ youth. 

Russell Simmons hit with 
$10 million lawsuit 

Russell Simmons has been sued for $10 
million by a woman who says that the hip- 
hop music mogul forced himself on her in 
his hotel room following a concert. 

It is the latest accusation of sexual mis¬ 
conduct that Simmons is facing. Multiple 
women have accused the Def Jam Record¬ 
ings impresario of harassment or rape. 

The lawsuit, filed March 23 in Los Ange¬ 
les County Superior Court, doesn’t identify 
the plaintiff, or disclose the date or city of 
the alleged incident. 

Russell denied allegations of sexual mis¬ 
conduct in a statement sent to the Los An¬ 


geles Times, adding that he has passed lie 
detector tests. 

Other news 

■ The president of the motion picture 
academy is denying he engaged in sexual 
misconduct. In a memo sent to staff of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci¬ 
ences, President John Bailey said an alle¬ 
gation that he attempted to touch a woman 
inappropriately a decade ago on a movie 
set is untrue. A person with knowledge of 
the memo said it was sent to academy staff 
March 23. The academy itself has refused 
to acknowledge the investigation. 

■ Turner Classic Movies says it will 
honor 93-year-old actress Cicely Tyson 
with an official hand-and-footprint cer¬ 
emony at the TCL Chinese Theater in Hol¬ 
lywood on April 27. Tyson is best known 
for performances in films like “Sounder” 
and television films “Roots” and “The Au¬ 
tobiography of Miss Jane Pittman.” 

■ Hundreds of previously unseen photo¬ 
graphs of The Beatles’ first US. concerts 
have sold for 253,000 pounds ($358,000) 
at an auction in England. Approximately 
400 negatives with copyright were sold at 
Omega Auctions on March 24 in north¬ 
western England. A 1984 black Mercedes 
once owned by George Harrison also sold 
for 43,200 pounds at the same auction. 

■ Actress DuShon Monique Brown, who 
played a secretary in the NBC show “Chi¬ 
cago Fire,” has died at age 49. The cause of 
death wasn’t given. Brown played Connie, 
the assistant to Chief Boden, on the show. 
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New and improved 


Redesigned 2018 Buick Enclave 
crossover is roomy, comfortable 


By G. Chambers Williams III 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

B uick’s large three-row crossover, 
the Enclave, got a complete make¬ 
over for 2018, bringing it into its 
second generation. 

It’s actually about 10 percent roomier 
inside than before, and still offers com¬ 
fortable seating for up to seven passengers 
— even adults. 

Prices for 2018 begin at $39,995 (plus 
$995 freight) for the base front-wheel-drive 
Enclave ISV model, and top out at $55,800 
for the all-wheel-drive Avenir model, which 
is a new, premium sub-brand for Buick. 

The Avenir sub-brand, which is offered 
in other Buick vehicles for 2018 as well, is 
meant to represent “the highest expression 
of Buick luxury,” the automaker says. It 
includes unique styling cues — such as the 
Enclave Avenir’s special three-dimension¬ 
al mesh grille — along with more standard 
amenities, premium materials and an up- 
level suspension with continuously variable 
real-time automatic damping. 

Overall, the new Enclave has a more 
muscular appearance, less rounded than 
the previous model. It’s also a sleeker de¬ 
sign that is more aerodynamic, for im¬ 
proved fuel economy and aesthetics. 

There is a lower roofline, sharper wind¬ 
shield angle and longer wheelbase. That ex¬ 
tended wheelbase allows for the increased 
interior space. LED lighting is introduced 
on the 2018 model, including bi-function¬ 
al LED projector headlamps and LED 
taillights 

Under the hood is a normally aspirat¬ 
ed 3.6-liter V-6 engine, cranking out 310 


horsepower and 266 foot-pounds of torque. 
It’s connected to a nine-speed automatic 
transmission. With this drivetrain, we had 
plenty of power for routine interstate high¬ 
way driving and some country roads we 
have around our home area. 

New standard safety features on all trim 
levels include a rearview camera (showing 
in the dash audio/nav screen), rear park 


2018 Buick Enclave 



Highs: It’s roomy and comfortable, has plenty 
of power and decent fuel economy. 

Lows: Can get pricey at higher trim levels, 
and with available options. 

Vehicle type: Five-door, seven-passenger 

crossover utility vehicle 

Base price: $39,995-$55,800 (plus $995 

freight) 

Price as tested: $57,160 (including freight 
and options) 

Powertrain: 3.6-liter V-6 
Transmission: Nine-speed automatic 
Power/torque: 310 horsepower/266 
foot-pounds 

EPA fuel economy rating: 18 mpg city/26 
highway (2WD); 17/25 (AWD). 


assist and seven air bags, including a front 
center side air bag. 

A new rearview camera mirror ($825) 
is available and was included on our test 
vehicle. It allows the rearview mirror to 
work as a regular mirror or as a display for 
a rearview camera (separate from the stan¬ 
dard rear camera). In the camera mode, 
there are no obstructions for the rear view, 
such as rear headrests, body panels and 
passengers’ heads. 

Buick’s QuietTuning cabin noise-reduc¬ 
tion system comes with active noise cancel¬ 
lation, designed to block and absorb noise. 
In our Premium AWD tester, the cabin was 
very quiet at highway speeds, even on some 
bumpy roads. 

Also included at no extra charge on our 
tester was a new air ionizer system, de¬ 
signed to eliminate cabin odors and boost 
interior air quality. 

Our tester came with seating for seven, 
with two bucket seats up front, two captain’s 
chairs with a center aisle in the middle row, 
and a three-person 60/40 split/power fold¬ 
ing bench seat in the rear. 

Other Premium model standard features 
include leather seats; heated and ventilated 
eight-way power driver’s seat (with mem¬ 
ory) and six-way power front passenger 
seat; three-zone automatic climate control; 
a Bose premium 10-speaker audio system 
with navigation ($495 extra for nav); power 
hands-free rear lift gate; heated middle- 
row seats and steering wheel; power tilt/ 
telescopic steering column; dual power/ 
heated outside mirrors with turn signals 
and blind-zone alerts; and keyless entry 
with pushbutton start. 

The included second-row SmartSlide 


seat provides easy access to the third row. 
Located on the passenger side, the Smart- 
Slide seat allows access to the third row 
even with an empty child seat installed 
using the LATCH system. 

General Motors’ new Rear Seat Re¬ 
minder system alerts the driver to check 
the rear before departing the vehicle if the 
second-row doors had been opened before 
the vehicle was started. 

The eight-inch-diagonal Buick infotain¬ 
ment system is standard on all models, and 
includes six USB ports (two for infotain¬ 
ment, four for charging). It’s compatible 
with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. Also 
included is OnStar 4G with LTE Wi-Fi hot¬ 
spot (AT&T data plan required after data 
trial period) and five years of the OnStar 
Basic Plan at no additional cost. Wireless 
phone charging is standard on the Avenir, 
and it supports the iPhone 8. 

Along with the redesign, the Enclave re¬ 
tained its generous third-row space, partic¬ 
ularly the legroom, which makes that seat 
nearly as comfortable for adults as for chil¬ 
dren. This is one of the few big crossovers 
that can achieve that. There is also ample 
cargo room and overall interior space. 

With the captain’s chairs in the middle 
row, included on our test vehicle, access to 
the third row is easier because of the gap 
between the two middle-row seats. 

The all-wheel drive gives the Enclave all- 
weather driving capability, along with lim¬ 
ited off-road ability, allowing it to handle 
many gravel and dirt roads in national and 
state parks. But it has lower ground clear¬ 
ance than most traditional SUVs, and the 
all-wheel drive doesn’t include low-range 
gearing for serious trail driving. 


UP TO $3,885 RE8ATE 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Investment firms step into nationai gun debate 



Keith Srakocic/AP 

The Remington name is seen etched on a model 870 shotgun 
at Duke's Sport Shop in New Castle, Pa. The gun-maker filed 
for bankruptcy protection. 

Remington files for 
bankruptcy protection 


Associated Press 

U.S. gun-maker Remington 
Outdoor Company has filed for 
bankruptcy protection after 
years of falling sales and law¬ 
suits tied to the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School massacre. 

Records from the bankrupt¬ 
cy court of the district of Dela¬ 
ware show that the company 
filed late Sunday. 

Remington had in February 
reached a deal with lenders to 
reduce its debt by about $700 
million and add about $145 


million in new capital. But 
that only bought time for it to 
seek Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection. 

Remington makes the 
Bushmaster AR-15-style rifle 
that was used in the Sandy 
Hook shooting in Connecticut 
that left 20 first-graders and 
six educators dead in 2012. 
The company was cleared of 
wrongdoing in the shooting, 
but investors distanced them¬ 
selves from the company’s 
owner, investor Cerberus Cap¬ 
ital Management. 


By Marley Jay 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Some of Wall 
Street’s heaviest hitters are step¬ 
ping into the national debate on 
guns as investment firms ask 
firearms makers what they are 
doing about gun violence. 

The firms speak softly, but be¬ 
cause they own trillions of dollars’ 
worth of stock, their voices travel 
far. And they’re now joining forc¬ 
es with some unusual allies, in¬ 
cluding smaller and untraditional 
investors. In this context, the in¬ 
vestment fund BlackRock, which 
owns big stakes in three different 
gun-makers, might end up work¬ 
ing alongside a group of nuns. 

Sister Judith Byron, the direc¬ 
tor and coordinator of the North¬ 
west Coalition for Responsible 
Investment, said her group and 
BlackRock appear to have similar 
ideas when it comes to gun manu¬ 
facturers and retailers. Follow¬ 
ing the killing of 17 students and 
teachers at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Fla., funds such as BlackRock 
started asking gun manufactur¬ 
ers what they are doing to reduce 
the risks of gun violence, and ask¬ 
ing retailers how much they make 
from selling guns. 

Byron said her group, a coali¬ 
tion of religious communities 
and health care systems, in¬ 
vested in firearms makers a de¬ 
cade ago and has been working 
on gun safety issues for years. 
In the last few months the coali¬ 
tion introduced resolutions push¬ 
ing American Outdoor Brands, 
Sturm Ruger and retailer Dick’s 
Sporting Goods to give reports to 
investors about the steps they are 
taking to reduce gun violence. 

“We’re hoping we can engage 
these big investors and encour¬ 
age them to vote for our resolu¬ 


tions,” she said. 

Some larger investors have 
similar views. The biggest public 
pension funds in the U.S., Cal- 
PERS, recently refused to sell its 
investments in companies that 
sell assault rifles. It says that by 


remaining an investor, it’s been 
able to get those companies to 
make positive changes. 

The nuns aren’t protesters, and 
they don’t carry props or signs to 
disrupt board meetings, although 
they sometimes work alongside 


groups that use those tactics. 
Byron said some of the share¬ 
holder meetings she’s attended 
have been downright pleasant, 
with investors and board mem¬ 
bers thanking her for asking 
questions. 

Support from investment firms 
was crucial to the coalition’s big 
success last year when, after de¬ 
cades of work, it backed a suc¬ 
cessful resolution that required 
oil giant Exxon Mobil to disclose 
the effects climate change is hav¬ 
ing on its business. 

Erik Gordon, a professor at the 
University of Michigan’s Ross 
School of Business, said compa¬ 
nies are often reluctant to risk any 
sales to do the responsible thing. 
But it does sometimes happen, as 
when CVS stores stopped selling 
cigarettes in 2014. He said activ¬ 
ists deserve most of the credit for 
getting the funds to speak out. 

“BlackRock didn’t wake up one 
morning and say, ‘We are going 
to take a different approach to 
investing, it’s the right thing to 
do,”’ he said. “It’s a reaction to 
the activists.” 

The top priority of firms such 
as BlackRock, State Street and 
mutual fund company Vanguard 
is to make as much money as pos¬ 
sible for their clients. But because 
they own so much stock, they can 
wield a lot of influence. They can 
support new directors who want 
to change the direction of the 
company and back proposals that 
change the way it operates. 

BlackRock is a major share¬ 
holder in gun-makers Sturm 
Ruger, American Outdoor Brands 
and Vista Outdoor Brands. 

About a week after the shoot¬ 
ing in Parkland, BlackRock said 
it wanted to speak with the three 
firearms makers about their re¬ 
sponses to the tragedy. The fund 
said it is looking into creating 


new investment funds for inves¬ 
tors that exclude firearms makers 
and retailers, and if many funds 
and investors followed suit, that 
would affect the price of those 
stocks. 

Byron, who also wants new 
gun laws, said she is encouraged 
by the response from corporate 
America. 

“We see companies taking lead¬ 
ership roles in environmental and 
social issues, which is encourag¬ 
ing,” said Byron, adding that as 
shareholders, “they’re our com¬ 
panies. We own them.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 27).$1.2728 

Dollar buys (March 27).€0.7857 

British pound (March 27).$1.46 

Japanese yen (March 27).102.00 

South Korean won (March 27).... 1,054.00 
Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.4209 

Canada (Dollar). 1.2900 

China (Yuan) 6 2796 

Denmark (Krone). 5.9866 

Egypt (Pound).17.6710 

Euro.$1.2441/0.8038 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8462 

Hungary (Forint).251.26 

Israel (Shekel).3.5015 

Japan (Yen).105.14 

Kuwait (Dinar). 0.2995 

Norway (Krone).7.6861 

Philippines (Peso).52.16 

Poland (Zloty).3.39 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7497 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3102 

South Korea (Won).1,076.14 

Switzerland (Franc). 0.9442 

ThailanH rDahrl TIIA 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Federal funds market rate.1.44 

3-month bill.1.69 

30-year bond.3.06 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

STARS^>*STRIPES. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 


Newspaper 





Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 
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/ I DON’T KNOW, I Eugene Sheffer Crossword 

'■ &UT YOU don’t 


r-\V DIGITAL DEVICES 
HAVE REDUCED KY 
ATTENTION SPAN SO 
fAUCH I CAN BARELY 
CONCENTRATE ON 
LJORK. 


R4T THE PREStPENT 

SIR. U£ HAUE 

\ ££NP 

A SAP EVENT 

W OUR 

we HAVE TO 

THOUGHTS 

PEAVWITH.. 

/ ANP 
PRAYERS. 



N.1 

■_^_d 


I NEED A DOPArAINE 
HIT EVERY FOUR 
SECONDS OR I LOOK 
FOR SOrAETHING ELSE 
TO DO. 


WOULD YOU (AIND 
TERRIBLY IF I PLAY 
WITH (AY PHONE 
WHILE YOU DRONE 
ON AND ON? 



om.mu THOUGHTS 
THSRSm ANP 
A SSCOHP L PRAYERS, 
imr. 




IHEU, mo06HTS 
THERE UAS AHP 
AHOTHER PS?AV£RJ/ 

UMFOPTl/NATefTHOOglTS 



AHPHEREI ] TOO 
THOUGHT UE TIREP 
MIGHTACTUAUr/ FROM) 
PO SOMETHm/AUTHIS 
PRAY/HO. 



ACROSS 

1 Historic times 
5 Prohibit 
8 Reunion 
attendee 


DOWN 

1 Grand taie 

2 Babe of 
basebaii 

3 Both (Pref.) 


26 Tic-tac-toe ioser 

27 Punk-rock 
subgenre 

28 “My word!” 

29 Vintage 




AT TM£ VEYT cRcJSSlVcJ, 
auST TAKe ^ 

PplVWiS.... 



4F7TK ZO YT/1^5 A& A/U 
ACCOUhJlAhJ-r, C'inL iVthJJ 
OVl AhJP AltA^Lf 

SPRlVtSeTTTA/ iSPS. 


WHAT HAPPENEP 
N /V\Y YOUTH 
WS INI MY YOUTH 



12 Shoe styie 
ISLincoin nickname 

14 Poi base 

15 “Let—” 

(Beaties hit) 

16A!! set 

18 The Windy City 

20 Reiaxed 

21 Jay foiiower 

22 “Scanda!” 
network 

23 Tether 

26 Moving from 
piace to piace 

30 “Exodus” hero 

31 Chopping too! 

32 Actor Gibson 

33 Hitchcock thriiier 
36 Romanced 

38 Guitar’s kin 

39 “— who?” 

40 Fooiish 
43 Trade ban 

47 Spanish dance 

49 Leeway 

50 Cicatrix 

51 Literary rep 

52 Hawaiian coffee 

53 Gymnast Korbut 

54 “The Raven” 
writer 

55 British gun 


4 Dust particies 

5 Hardiy snug 

6 “Peek- —!” 

7 Opposite 
of paieo- 

8 Tack on 

9 Cambodia 
neighbor 

10 Desire 

11 Disposition 
17 Arrears 

19 Satisfied sigh 
22Chemica! suffix 

23 Restroom, 
for short 

24 Before 

25 Baiioon fiiier 


31 Candie count 

34 Arctic piain 

35 Furniture brand 

36 Spider’s 
creation 

37 Arkansas 
range 

39 Struck, oid-styie 

40 in that case 

41 Sait formuia 

42 Scrambied wd. 
43Waff!e 

brand 

44 Source 

45 Depieted 

46 Muscat’s iand 
48 Snooze 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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3-27 CRYPTOQUIP 


IWMH GWM QJJ-GMSFMUMR 
STFFMG NKLOU O K K T S M R 
O AOKMAOJJ LOGLWMU’K 
KGOHLM, lOK WM 

VUNTLWQHV RNIH? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DESCRIPTION OF A 
CROSS-COUNTRY TRIP TAKEN IN A UNIQUELY 
SUPER-FAST TRAIN: QUICK AND PLANELESS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals L 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


starsk^stri pes. 


CLASSIFIED 


Reader Letters. 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 

Automotive 140 

Autos for Sale 
■Germany 142 



SCAM 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 

US SPEC Vehicles 

SELLER BEWARE 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 

Be aware of the common 

Some ofthe latest Scam 
fads are: 

buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 

Individuals placing 
ciassified advertising 
shouid use discretion in 
conciuding the sale of their 
property. Not ali potentiai 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potentiai buyers are 
reputabie and wiil be abie 
to fuifiil the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liabie for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 

Dental 902 

1 DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

|for new clinic In Landstuhl. 

1 Part-time or full-time. Contact 

1 Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371)560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 

Travel 1000 

•’Spring in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 

N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 



'Tax Assistance _^ 


/ 

BLOCK® 

N 

; Germany H&RBIockTax 

Offices Get face-to-face tax help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

;^Email: eclemons(5)hrblock.com^ 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. 

STARSI^STRIPES. 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSKJlSTRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Aso available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


ies.com su] 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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STARS^S TRIPES 
BUY A Pr1ntI>er; 


Unique images of entertainer^^trvicemeffw 



Your choice of amazing images from the past and present, 
now available as high-quality photo print, framed or unframed. 
Great for commemorating an occasion or as a gift for that 
special member of the military community. 

Taken by Stars and Stripes photographers, these one-of-a-kind 
images are easy to order — and available from no other source. 

To order, visit Archive Photo of the Day or the other galleries on 
Stripes.com and click on the BUY A PRINT link. 

Then choose the size and type of print you want with the 
confidence that our online ordering process is secure. 

All proceeds go to fund Stars and Stripes' mission of providing reliable, 
credible news to our U.S. military. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 

1 

College hockey 

1 

Golf 

1 

Auto racing 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned OF 
Austin Hays to Bowie (EL). 

BOSTON RED SOX - Optioned IB Sam 
Travis to Pawtucket (iL). Agreed to terms 
with C Christian Vazquez on a four-year 
contract. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Released IB/ 
DH Mike Napoli, who accepted assign¬ 
ment to Columbus (IL). 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Assigned 
RHPs Mike Broadway, Clay Buchholz and 
Seth Maness; INFs Humberto Arteaga 
and Frank Schwindel and OFs Billy Burns 
and Tyler Collins. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Released INF 
Erick Aybar. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Optioned LHP 
Ariel Miranda to Tacoma (PCL). Reas¬ 
signed C Tuffy Gosewisch, INF Zach 
Vincej and RHP Ryan Cook to minor 
league camp. Signed LHP Wade LeBlanc 
to a one-year contract. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
OF Yasmany Tomas to Reno (PCL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Released LHP 
Scott Kazmir. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Released OF Peter 
Bourjos. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Optioned INF Alex 
Blandino and LHP Cody Reed to Louisville 
(IL). Reassigned C Tony Cruz and INF/OFs 
Brandon Dixon and Sebastian Elizalde to 
minor league camp. Released OF Ben 
Revere. Claimed LHP Justin Nicolino off 
waivers from Miami. Signed LHP Kevin 
Canelon to a minor league contract. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned RHP 
Jairo Diaz to Albuquerque. Reassigned 
RHP Brooks Pounders, LHP Harrison 
Musgrave and INF Daniel Castro to minor 

^^NEw'^YORK METS - Signed LHP Fer¬ 
nando Abad to a minor league contract. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Signed 2B 
Scott Kingery to a six-year contract. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Released RHP 
Jason Motte. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Signed OF Ed¬ 
win Moreno and C Arturo Nieto to minor 
league contracts. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Released 
RHP Jeremy Hellickson. Optioned INF 
Adrian Sanchez and INF/OF Matt Reyn¬ 
olds to Syracuse (IL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHiCAGO BULLS - Waived F Jaylen 
Johnson. Signed F CJ Fair. 

FOOTBALL 

National Footbaii League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Agreed to 
terms with QB Drew Stanton to a two- 
year contact. 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed WR Terrelle 
Pryor. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BUFFALO SABRES - Signed D Will Ber¬ 
gen to a three-year entry level contract. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Recalled F 
Warren Foegele from Charlotte (AHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Recalled F 
Victor Ejdsell from Rockford (AHL) on an 
emergency basis. Agreed to terms with F 
Dylan Sikura on a two-year contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled Fs 
Lias Andersson and Filip Chytil from 
Hartford (AHL). 

OTTAWA SENATORS - Recalled G 
Chris Driedger and D Cody Donaghey 
from Brampton (ECHL) to Belleville 
(AHL). Assigned G Marcus Hogberg and 
D Macoy Erkamps from BeTleville to 
Brampton. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Reassigned F Sam¬ 
uel Blais and G Ville Husso to San Anto¬ 
nio (AHL). 


AP sportlight 


NIT 

Semifinals 

At Madison Square Garden 
New York 
Tuesday, March 27 

Western Kentucky (27-10) vs. Utah 
(22-11) 

Penn State (24-13) vs. Mississippi 
state (25-11) 

Championship 
Thursday, March 29 

Semifinal winners 

CIT 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 28 

UlC (19-15) at Liberty (22-14) 

Sam Houston State (21-14) at North¬ 
ern Colorado (24-12) 

Championship 
Friday, March 30 

Semifinal winners 

College Basketball Invitational 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-3; x-if necessary) 
Monday, March 26 

North Texas (18-17) at San Francisco 
(21-15) 

Wednesday, March 28 

San Francisco (21-15) at North Texas 
(18-17) 

Friday, March 30 

x-San Francisco (21-15) at North Texas 
(18-17) 


March 27 

1939 — Oregon beats Ohio State 46-33 
in the NCAA’s first national basketball 
tournament. 

1942 — Joe Louis knocks out Abe 
Simon in the sixth round at Madison 
Square Garden to retain his world heavy¬ 
weight title. 

1998 — Michael Jordan scores 34 
points to lead the Chicago Bulls to an 89- 
74 victory over the Atlanta Hawks before 
62,046 at the Georgia Dome — the largest 
crowd in NBA history. 

2005 — Annika Sorenstam shoots a 
final-round 68 to finish at 15-under to 
win the Nabisco Championship by eight 
shots over Rosie Jones. It’s Sorenstam’s 
fifth win in a row over two seasons, tying 
a record set by Nancy Lopez in 1978. 

2011 — Jamie Skeen scores 26 points as 
Virginia Commonwealth delivers the big¬ 
gest upset of the NCAA Tournament, a 71- 
61 win over No. 1 Kansas in the Southwest 
Regional final. The Rams are the third 
11th seed to make the Final Four. 


Women’s NIT 

Quarterfinals 
Sunday, March 25 

Indiana 81, UC Davis 66 
Virginia Tech 74, Alabama 67 
West Virginia 76, St. John’s 62 
TCU 79, South Dakota 71 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 28 

TCU (23-12) vs. Indiana (21-14) 

Virginia Tech (22-13) at West Virginia 
(25-11) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 31 

Semifinal winners, 3 p.m. 

WBI 

Semifinals 
Saturday, March 24 

Yale 76, South Alabama 74, OT 
Central Arkansas 65, Nevada 56 

Championship 
Thursday, March 29 

Yale (18-13) at Central Arkansas (25-9) 


MLS 

Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Columbus 3 0 1 10 8 3 

New York City FC 3 0 1 10 8 3 

New York 2 1 0 6 7 1 

Atlanta United FC 2 1 0 6 7 6 

Philadelphia 10 1 4 2 0 

New England 111 445 

Montreal 1 2 0 3 4 5 

D.C. United 0 2 2 2 5 9 

Orlando City 0 2 1 12 5 

Chicago 0 2 0 0 4 6 

Toronto FC 0 2 0 0 0 3 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting Kansas City 2 1 1 7 99 

Vancouver 211 756 

Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Minnesota United 2 2 0 6 6 8 

FC Dallas 1 0 2 5 5 2 

Houston 111 474 

LA Galaxy 111 433 

Real Salt Lake 111 436 

San Jose 1 1 0 3 5 5 

Colorado 0 11 13 4 

Portland 0 2 1 12 7 

Seattle 0 2 0 0 0 4 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 24 
New York City FC 2, New England 2, 
tie 

Portland 1, FC Dallas 1, tie 
Columbus 3, D.C. United 1 
New York 3, Minnesota United 0 
Sporting Kansas City 2, Colorado 2, 
tie 

LA Galaxy 0, Vancouver 0, tie 
Friday, March 30 
Real Salt Lake at Toronto FC 


W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 1 0 0 3 1 0 

Seattle 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Chicago 0 0 1 111 

Houston 0 0 1 111 

Orlando 0 0 1 111 

Utah 0 0 1 111 

Sky Blue FC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Portland 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Washington 0 10 0 12 

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
North Carolina 1, Portland 0 
Utah 1, Orlando 1, tie 
Seattle 2, Washington 1 
Sunday’s game 
Chicago 1, Houston 1, tie 
Friday, March 30 
Utah at Houston 

Saturday, March 31 
Sky Blue FC at North Carolina 
Orlando at Washington 
Portland at Chicago 


NCAA Division I tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At DCU Center 
Worcester, Mass. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Boston University 3, Cornell 1 
Michigan 3, Northeastern 2 
Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Michigan 6, Boston University 3 
EAST REGIONAL 
At Webster Bank Arena 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

Notre Dame 4, Michigan Tech 3, OT 
Providence 1, Clarkson 0 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Notre Dame 2, Providence 1 
MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
At PPL Center 
Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Ohio State 4, Princeton 2 
Denver 5, Penn State 1 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Ohio State 5, Denver 1 

WEST REGIONAL 

At Denny Sanford PREMIER Center 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

Air Force 4, St. Cloud State 1 
Minnesota Duluth 3, Minnesota State 
Mankato 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Air Force 1 

FROZEN FOUR 
At Xcel Energy Center 
St. Paul, Minn. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 5 

Notre Dame (27-9-2) vs. Michigan (22- 
14-3) 

Ohio State (26-9-5) vs. Minnesota Du¬ 
luth (23-16-3) 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

EAST 

Bryant 3, Wagner 1 

CCSU 6, Fairleigh Dickinson 5 

Cornell 17-4, Niagara 5-7 

Dartmouth 3, Penn 1 

Marist 4, Monmouth (NJ) 3,10 innings 

NJIT 1, Villanova 0, 8 innings 

Penn State 9, Rutgers 3 

St. John’s 8, Binghamton 2 

Stony Brook 9, Quinnipiac 2 

Yale 8, Columbia 2 

SOUTH 

Army 5-8, Navy 3-2 

Auburn 4-3, Kentucky 3-13 

Campbell 12, George Washington 1 

Charlotte 7, Middle Tennessee 5 

Cincinnati 1, Tulane 0 

Clemson 4, Louisville 3 

Cumberlands at Lindsey Wilson, ccd. 

Duke 6, Pittsburgh 5 

E. Kentucky 4, Morehead St. 3 

East Carolina 11, UCF6 

Elon 6, James Madison 4 

Florida 5, Arkansas 4 

Florida St. 9, North Carolina 4 

Fordham 5, Davidson 4 

Georgia 3, South Carolina 0 

Jacksonville 4, Jacksonville St. 1 

La Grange 4, Berea 0 

Lincoln Memorial 12, Carson-Newman 

Louisville 5, Clemson 1 

Maryland 2, Stetson 0 

Miami 8, Virginia 1 

Murray St. 5, E. Illinois 0 

N.C. Central 10-1, Savannah St. 2-6 

NC State 9, Georgia Tech 6 

North Georgia 6, Augusta 5 

Reinhardt 10, Milligan 1 

South Florida 3, UConn 2 

Tennessee 2-3, Alabama 1-0, G1 7 in- 

Tennessee Tech 12, Austin Peay 5 
Tusculum 4, Anderson (SC) 1 
Vanderbilt 1, LSU 0 
VCU 4, Rhode Island 2 
Wake Forest 9, Notre Dame 3 
West Alabama 5-10, Christian Broth¬ 
ers 1-1 

MIDWEST 

Adrian 11-1, Alma 6-17, G1 9 innings 
Ball St. 7, Kent St. 2 
Bowling Green 3, Ohio 1 
E. Michigan 4, Miami (Ohio) 0 
Illinois 4, Northwestern 2 
Michigan 11, Michigan St. 0 
Minnesota 2, Nebraska 0 
Missouri 5, Mississippi St., 11 innings 
N. Illinois 9, Cent. Michigan 5 
Ohio State 5, Georgetown 4 
Saint Louis 10, Saint Joseph’s 0 
Toledo 13, W. Michigan 4 
Wichita St. 3, Furman 1 

SOUTHWEST 
Houston 9, Memphis 3 
Kansas 8, Baylor 5 
TCU 6, Kansas St. 0 
Texas 10, Oklahoma St. 5 
Texas Tech 9, Northeastern 4 
UT Rio Grande Valley 6, CSU Bakers¬ 
field 5 

FAR WEST 

Arizona 9, Washington St. 2 
Arizona St. 4, UCLA 0 
California 5, Oregon 3 
Grand Canyon 11, Chicago St. 2 
New Mexico 7, Air Force 4 
New Mexico St. 12, Seattle 2 


Dell Match Play 

At Austin Country Club 
Austin, Texas 
Yardage: 7,108; Par: 71 
(Seedings in parentheses) 
Semifinals 

Bubba Watson (35), United States, def. 
Justin Thomas (2), United States, 3 and 
2 . 

Kevin Kisner (32), United States, def. 
Alex Noren (13), Sweden, 19 holes. 

Third Place 

Alex Noren (13), Sweden, def. Justin 
Thomas (2), United States, 5 and 3. 

Championship 

Bubba Watson (35), United States, def. 
Kevin Kisner (32), United States, 7 and 6. 

Dominican Republic 

At Corales Puntacana Resort & Club 
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic 
Purse: $3 million 
Yardage: 7,670; Par 72 
Final 

Brice Garnett, $540,000 63-68-69-70-270 

Keith Mitchell, $324,000 66-66-75-67-274 

Kelly Kraft, $204,000 68-69-71-67-275 

Denny McCarthy, $144,000 66-69-71-70-276 

K.J. Choi, $91,688 71-68-72-66-277 

Paul Dunne, $91,688 67-70-71-69-277 

Harris English, $91,688 71-69-67-70-277 

Seungsu Han, $91,688 67-67-72-71-277 

Tom Lovelady, $91,688 69-68-68-72-277 

Seamus Power, $91,688 68-67-71-71-277 

Andrew Putnam, $91,688 70-68-70-69-277 

Xinjun Zhang, $91,688 66-68-74-69-277 

Abraham Ancer, $53,000 71-67-73-67-278 

Corey Conners, $53,000 64-71-67-76-278 

Joel Dahmen, $53,000 71-66-74-67-278 

Martin Flores, $53,000 68-71-68-71-278 

George McNeill, $53,000 67-71-69-71-278 

Shawn Stefani, $53,000 68-72-70-68-278 

Troy Matteson, $39,000 66-73-68-72-279 

Tyler McCumber, $39,000 67-70-67-75-279 

J.T. Poston, $39,000 72-71-69-67-279 

Matt Atkins, $27,850 69-67-72-72-280 

Tommy Gainey, $27,850 70-68-72-70-280 

Fabian Gomez, $27,850 69-70-70-71-280 

Trey Mullinax, $27,850 69-66-76-69-280 

Geoff OgiIvy, $27,850 69-67-71-73-280 

Patrick Rodgers, $27,850 74-65-72-69-280 

Lanto Griffin, $19,521 69-68-75-69-281 

Matt Jones, $19,521 72-67-73-69-281 

Nate Lashley, $19,521 70-70-70-71-281 

David Lingmerth, $19,521 70-67-75-69-281 

John Merrick, $19,521 73-68-73-67-281 

Steve Wheatcroft, $19,521 66-66-76-73-281 

Kevin Tway, $19,521 67-72-68-74-281 

Ryan Brehm, $13,856 73-69-71-69-282 

Matt Every, $13,856 69-66-76-71-282 

Relief Goosen, $13,856 70-70-69-73-282 

Hunter Mahan, $13,856 70-65-76-71-282 

Troy Merritt, $13,856 69-70-71-72-282 

Rob Oppenheim, $13,856 70-71-70-71-282 

Dicky Pride, $13,856 71-70-71-70-282 

Adam Schenk, $13,856 70-71-69-72-282 

Michael Kim $10,800 68-75-69-71-283 

Rory Sabbatini, $10,800 72-70-72-69-283 


LPGA 

At Aviara GC 
Carlsbad, Calif. 

Purse; $1.8 million 
Yardage; 6,609; Par: 72 
Final 

Eun-HeeJi, $270,000 70-68-67-67-272 -16 

Cristie Kerr, $140,189 67-64-75-68-274 -14 

L. $alas, $140,189 69-67-69-69-274 -14 

Jane Park, $74,880 71-69-68-67-275 -13 

Kris Tamulis, $74,880 70-70-67-68-275 -13 

In-Kyung Kim, $74,880 67-69-69-70-275 -13 

A. Nordqvist, $44,632 71-70-66-69-276 -12 

Jeong Eun Lee, $44,632 68-69-70-69-276 -12 
Wei-Ling Hsu, $44,632 72-66-68-70-276 -12 

B. Lincicome, $32,428 72-72-65-68-277 -11 

Hyejin Choi, $32,428 72-70-66-69-277 -11 

Jin Young Ko, $32,428 70-72-66-69-277 -11 

C. Masson, $32,428 70-70-68-69-277 -11 

Aditi Ashok, $25,177 70-72-71-65-278 -10 

Bronte Law, $25,177 69-72-68-69-278 -10 

H. Young Park, $25,177 66-70-72-70-278 -10 
C. Ciganda, $25,177 70-68-69-71-278 -10 

Charley Hull, $20,863 70-72-70-67-279 -9 

Inbee Park, $20,863 71-71-68-69-279 -9 

C. Lacrosse, $20,863 69-69-68-73-279 -9 

C. Hedwall, $20,863 66-70-70-73-279 -9 

Mi Jung Hur, $17,994 74-69-70-67-280 -8 

B. Henderson, $17,994 69-70-73-68-280 -8 

Michelle Wie, $17,994 71-72-68-69-280 -8 
P. Lindberg, $17,994 71-70-69-70-280 -8 

Megan Khang, $14,578 71-71-72-67-281 -7 
Austin Ernst, $14,578 69-72-73-67-281 -7 

Minjee Lee, $14,578 73-71-69-68-281 -7 

S. Jane Smith, $14,578 74-69-70-68-281 -7 
Ally McDonald, $14,578 71-67-73-70-281 -7 
Shanshan Feng, $14,57872-68-69-72-281 -7 

T. $uwannapura, $14,57869-69-71-72-281 -7 

So Yeon Ryu, $11,180 68-70-75-69-282 -6 

AyakoUehara, $11,180 71-70-71-70-282 -6 
Mirim Lee, $11,180 74-68-69-71-282 -6 

M. Jutanugarn, $11,180 73-69-69-71-282 -6 

C. Inglis, $11,180 72-69-70-71-282 -6 

Lydia Ko, $11,180 68-71-70-73-282 -6 

Rapiscan Systems Classic 

Sunday 
At Fallen Oak 
Biloxi, Miss. 

Purse; $1.6 million 
Yardage: 7,088; Par 72 
Final 

Steve Strieker, $240,000 68-69-68-205 -11 

Billy Andrade, $140,800 69-70-69-208 -8 

David McKenzie, $88,000 69-71-69-209 -7 
Scott Parel, $88,000 72-70-67-209 -7 

Jesper Parnevik, $88,000 70-71-68-209 -7 

Gene Sauers, $88,000 70-73-66-209 -7 

Joe Durant, $54,400 66-72-72-210 -6 

Billy Mayfair, $54,400 69-74-67-210 -6 

Glen Day, $43,200 70-76-65-211 -5 

Bernhard Langer, $43,200 71-74-66-211 -5 


Australian Grand Prix 

At Melbourne Gran^ Prix circuit 
Melbourne, Australia 
Lap length: 3.29 miles 

1. Sebastian Vettel, Germany, Ferrari, 
58 laps, 1 hour, 29 minutes, 33.283 sec¬ 
onds. 

2. Lewis Hamilton, Britain, Mercedes, 
58, +5.036 seconds behind. 

3. Kimi Raikkonen, Finland, Ferrari, 58, 
+6.309. 

4. Daniel Ricciardo, Australia, Red Bull 
Racing Tag Heuer, 58, +7.069. 

5. Fernando Alonso, Spain, McLaren 
Renault, 58, +27.886. 

6. Max Verstappen, Netherlands, Red 
Bull Racing Tag Heuer, 58, +28.945. 

7. Nico Hulkenberg, Germany, Renault, 
58, +32.671. 

8. VaItteri Bottas, Finland, Mercedes, 
58, +34.339. 

9. Stoffel Vandoorne, Belgium, McLar¬ 
en Renault, 58, +34.921. 

10. Carlos Sainz, Spain, Renault, 58, 
+45.722. 

11. Sergio Perez, Mexico, Force India 
Mercedes, 58, +46.817. 

12. Esteban Ocon, France, Force India 
Mercedes, 58, +60.278. 

13. Charles Leclerc, Monaco, Sauber 
Ferrari, 58, +75.759. 

14. Lance Stroll, Canada, Williams 
Mercedes, 58, +78.288. 

15. Brendon Hartley, New Zealand, 
ScuderiaToro Rosso Honda, 57, +1 lap. 

Not classified 

Romain Grosjean, France, Haas Fer¬ 
rari, 24, did not finish. 

Kevin Magnussen, denmark, Haas Fer¬ 
rari, 22, did not finish. 

Pierre Gasly, France, Scuderia Toro 
Rosso Honda, 13, did not finish. 

Marcus Ericsson, Sweden, Sauber Fer¬ 
rari, 5, did not finish. 

Sergey Sirotkin, Russian Federation, 
Williams Mercedes, 4, did not finish. 

Driver Standings 

1. Sebastian Vettel, Germany, Ferrari, 
25 points. 

2. Lewis Hamilton, Britain, Mercedes, 

18. 

3. Kimi Raikkonen, Finland, Ferrari, 15. 

4. Daniel Ricciardo, Australia, Red Bull 
Racing Tag Heuer, 12. 

5. Fernando Alonso, Spain, McLaren 
Renault, 10. 

6. Max Verstappen, Netherlands, Red 
Bull Racing Tag Heuer, 8. 

7. Nico Hulkenberg, Germany, Renault, 

8. VaItteri Bottas, Finland, Mercedes, 

9. Stoffel Vandoorne, Belgium, McLar¬ 
en Renault, 2. 

10. Carlos Sainz, Spain, Renault, 1. 

Constructor Standings 

1. Ferrari, 40. 

2. Mercedes, 22. 

3. Red Bull Racing Tag Heuer, 20. 

4. McLaren Renault, 12. 

5. Renault, 7. 


Miami Open 

At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park 
Key Biscayne, Fia. 

Purse; Men, $7.97 miiiion (Masters 

1000 ); 

Women, $7.97 miiiion (Premier) 
Surface; Hard-Outdoor 

^Men* 

Third Round 

Chung Hyeon (19), South Korea, def. 
Michael Mmoh, United States, 6-1, 6-1. 

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Jared Don¬ 
aldson, United States, 1-6, 6-3,6-4. 

Filip Kraj'inovic (22), Serbia, def. Benoit 
Paire, France, 6-3, 6-3. 

Marin Cilic (2), Croatia, def. Vasek 
Pospisil, Canada, 7-5, 7-6 (4). 

Juan Martin del Potro (5), Argentina, 
def. Kei Nishikori (26), Japan, 6-2, 6-2. 

John Isner a4). United States, def. 
Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Grigor Di- 
motrov (3), Bulgaria, 6-4, 6-4. 

Milos Raonic (20), Canada, def. Diego 
Schwartzman (13), Argentina, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Women 
Third Round 

Johanna Konta (11), Britain, def. Elise 
Mertens (22), Belgium, 6-2, 6-1. 

Ashleigh Barty (21), Australia, def. Pe¬ 
tra Martic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Venus Williams (8), US., def. Kiki 
Bertens (29), Netherlands, 5-7, 6-3, 7-5. 

Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, def. Maria 
Sakkari, Greece, 6-3, 7-5. 

Danielle Collins, United States, def. 
Donna Vekic, Croatia, 4-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Jelena Ostapenko (6), Latvia, def. Bea- 
triz Haddad Mala, Brazil, 6-2, 7-6 (2). 

Elina Svitolina (4), Ukraine, def. Daria 
Gavrilova (26), Australia, 4-6, 6-0, 6-1. 

Petra Kvitova (9), Czech Republic, def. 
Sofia Kenin, United States, 3-6, 6-2,6-4. 

Doubles 

Men 

Second Round 

Karen Khachanov and Audrey Rublev, 
Russia, def. Jamie Murray, Britain, and 
Bruno Soares (6), Brazil, 4-6, 7-5, 10-2. 

Oliver Marach, Austria, and Mate Pavic 
(3), Croatia, def. Alexander and Mischa 
Zverev, Germany, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Steve Johnson and Sam Querrey, U.S., 
def. Rohan Bopanna, India, and Edouard 
Roger-Vasselin, France, 7-6 (5), 6-2. 

Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and Alexander 
Peya, Austria, def. Henri Kontinen, Fin¬ 
land, and John Peers (2), Australia, 3-6, 
6-3, 10-2. 
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Former baseball player Albert Belle, shown here in 2012, was 
arrested Sunday on indecent exposure and extreme driving under 
the influence charges following a spring training game in Arizona. 

Briefly 

Former All-Star 
Belle arrested 


Modern managers balance 
salesmanship with strategy 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 



Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire, left, has a discussion with home 
plate umpire Manny Gonzalez in the fourth inning of a spring 
exhibition game against the Orioles on March 19. 


If you’re not changing, you’re probably not 
going to last. There’s so much information 
out there. You have to use it. f 


Ron Gardenhire 

Detroit Tigers manager 


Associated Press 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — For¬ 
mer Cleveland Indians All-Star 
outfielder Albert Belle has been 
arrested on charges of indecent 
exposure and extreme driving 
under the influence following a 
spring training game in Arizona. 

KSAZ-TV in Phoenix reports 
Belle was taken into custody Sun¬ 
day and charged with two counts 
of indecent exposure during a 
spring training game near Scott¬ 
sdale, Arizona. He also faces one 
count each of driving under the 
influence and extreme driving 
under the influence. 

Details surrounding his arrest 
remain unclear. The Salt River 
Police Department did not im¬ 
mediately return an email. Mari¬ 
copa County Sheriffs Office Sgt. 
Joaquin Enriquez says Belle was 
released Sunday. 

The 51-year-old and five-time 
All-Star played 12 years in the 
mqjor leagues for the Indians, the 
Chicago White Sox and the Balti¬ 
more Orioles. 

Watson beats Kisner 
for Match Play title 

AUSTIN, Texas — Bubba Wat¬ 
son made the final of the Dell 
Technologies Match Play look as 
though he were on vacation all 
along. 

Watson won his second World 
Golf Championships title Sunday 
with the biggest blowout since the 
championship matched switched 
to 18 holes in 2011, a 7-and-6 vic¬ 
tory over Kevin Kisner. 

Watson wasn’t as sharp as he 
was in the semifinals against Jus¬ 
tin Thomas, whom he beat in 16 
holes to deny Thomas going to No. 
1 in the world ranking. He didn’t 
have to be in the final. If not for 
missing a 4-foot birdie putt on the 
par-5 sixth, Watson would have 
won the first seven holes. 

In other golf news: 

■ Eun-Hee Ji had a hole-in-one 
to dramatically finish off Cristie 
Kerr and the other challengers in 
the Kia Classic. 


The 31-year-old South Korean 
player finished with a 5-under 67 
at Aviara for a two-stroke victory 
over Kerr and Lizette Salas in the 
final event before the m^or ANA 
Inspiration next week. 

■ Brice Garnett completed a 
wire-to-wire victory in the Co¬ 
rales Puntacana Resort and Club 
Championship for his first PGA 
Tour title. 

Jets rescind offer to 
free agent Suh 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Ndamu- 
kong Suh won’t become a New 
York Jet. 

Acting owner Christopher 
Johnson said Sunday the team 
has rescinded its offer to the free 
agent defensive tackle. 

Johnson was vague on reasons 
for the move, admitting though 
that it “didn’t seem to be in keep¬ 
ing with our long-term plan.” 

Suh has said the Jets made the 
largest offer, something Johnson 
couldn’t confirm. The owner said 
he discussed the offer with the 
former Lions and Dolphins player 
with general manager Mike Mac- 
cagnan “and I think our thinking 
changed a bit. It was a pretty high 
offer; all these good guys will be a 
lot of money.” 

Kerr rules Curry out for 
first round of playoffs 

OAKLAND, Calif — Optimis¬ 
tic as always, Stephen Curry is 
ready to prove Steve Kerr wrong 
and return from a left knee injury 
for the first round of the playoffs. 

Not that it’s entirely up to him. 
Kerr on Sunday ruled out the two- 
time MVP for the best-of-seven 
Western Conference first round. 
The Warriors are expected to be 
the No. 2 seed. 

“There’s no way he’s playing in 
the first round,” Kerr said. 

An MRI exam Saturday showed 
a Grade 2 sprain of his medial 
collateral ligament and the team 
said Curry would be re-evaluated 
in three weeks. 


TAMPA, Fla. — Running a 
m^or league team for the first 
time in four seasons, 60-year-old 
Ron Gardenhire thought about all 
the data and video rammed into 
the microchip of his iPad, a slew 
of statistics his bosses hope trans¬ 
form defeats into triumphs. 

Baseball wasn’t like this four 
decades ago, when Gardy left col¬ 
lege to begin his career as an in¬ 
field prospect in the low Carolina 
League, down in Lynchburg, Va. 

“If you’re not changing, you’re 
probably not going to last,” the 
new Detroit Tigers manager said. 
“There’s so much information out 
there. You have to use it.” 

“I’m always going to be an old- 
school guy. I believe in prep and 
workouts and all that stuff and 
taking groundballs,” he added. 
“But the game has changed, and 
we’ve got a lot of information 
that’s going to help us.” 

Gone are the days of John Mc- 
Graw, Leo Durocher, Gene Mauch 
and Billy Martin, martinets who 
ran their fiefdoms largely by guts. 

“Many of the managers were 
probably like the general type 
of personality,” Boston Red Sox 
president of baseball operations 
Dave Dombrowski said. “They 
were just very strict: It’s my way. 
This is the way it is. Not all, but 
a lot of them. I don’t think that 
this goes over with this genera¬ 
tion the same way. Not only in 
baseball, but just with the overall 
population.” 

Today’s manager is salesman 
as much as strategist, digesting 
behind-the-scenes dissections 
of dozens and persuading play¬ 
ers to accept facts over faith. He 
must have a sweet smile as the 
franchise’s face, sitting in front 
of a backdrop with sponsor logos 
before and after 162 games a year 
— and hopefully more. 

“The manager in today’s world 
is an extension of the front office’s 
philosophies and the front office’s 
efforts and someone that you 
can collaborate and work with,” 
Yankees general manager Brian 
Cashman said. 

Gardenhire led Minnesota 
to six division titles from 2002- 
14 and was the lone veteran big 
league manager hired during the 
offseason. 

Boston’s Alex Cora, the New 
York Mets’ Mickey Callaway, the 
New York Yankees’ Aaron Boone, 
Philadelphia’s Gabe Kapler and 
Washington’s Dave Martinez are 
all rookie skippers. Boone never 
held an on-field job since retiring 
as a player. 

Fresh and friendly are in. 

“The decisions still need to be 
made — when are you going to 
hit/run, when are you going to 
take out the pitcher, when are you 
going to bunt,” Houston GM Jeff 
Luhnow said. 

“The amount of information 
available to managers is a mul¬ 
tiple larger than it was five years 
ago, but it doesn’t mean that man¬ 


agers necessarily do anything 
differently. They still have to look 
at what’s going on on the field, as¬ 
sess it, use their best judgment 
and make decisions,” he said. 

Managers are certainly free to 
choose their moves. But if they 
don’t work out — or maybe even if 
they do — they’re definitely going 
to hear about it from fans and the 
media. 

GMs, too, usually debrief man¬ 
agers to learn reasoning. 

“If you talk to Tony La Russa 
after a game, he’ll tell you, ‘Well I 
considered these four alternatives 
and I thought option B was the 
best option,”’ Dombrowski said. 

A decade or two ago, a manager 
would hear advice from coaches, 
a GM, an assistant GM and maybe 
a farm director. These days, the 
array of front-office titles is ex¬ 
panding like the universe. 

The World Series champion 
Astros have a special assistant to 
the GM for process improvement 
who was once a NASA biomathe¬ 
matician, and a senior director in 
baseball operations for research 
and innovation. 

Boston’s staff includes a vice 
president of baseball research 
and development who oversees 
a director of baseball systems, a 
senior analyst of baseball R&D, 
three baseball R&D analysts, two 
senior developers, an assistant 
director and a data architect. The 
NL champion Los Angeles Dodg¬ 


ers have five senior analysts and 
four analysts, plus engineers and 
technicians. 

The Mets receive data from 
about five different firms. 

Sure different from the days 
when Buck Showalter was a minor 
league manager in the 1980s and 
had his wife, Angela, keep color- 
coded spray charts on hitters. 

Much of today’s info is help¬ 
ful. But managers must defend 
against digital overload clutter¬ 
ing craniums trying to catch up 
with 100 mph fastballs or trying 
to power them past batters. 

“A lot of the data is not really 
going to be functional to a player 
—wins above replacement, all the 
things that we’re talking about 
that are kind of in the macro,” 
said Mike Scioscia, the senior big 
league skipper as he starts his 
19th season with the Los Angeles 
Angels. 

Scioscia prefers players be 
given more tangible info: “Where 
do I hit the ball the hardest? What 
pitch should I look for?” 

Longtime manager Jim Ley- 
land said today’s managers still 
use their instincts. Numbers don’t 
quantify people. 

“There is more information 
now. Some of it’s pretty valuable, 
some of it’s irrelevant,” he said. 
“When you’re living with that 
player day in and day out, you 
know who can handle being up 
there.” 
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Matt York/AP 

Cubs pitcher Yii Darvish throws during the first inning of a spring training basebail game against the 
Los Angeles Dodgers earlier this month in Mesa, Ariz. Darvish reportedly was tipping his pitches in the 
Worid Series, playing a role in two costly losses. Chicago couidn't have been too concerned, signing the 
right-hander to a $126 miliion, six-year deal when free agency opened in February. 


Tipping 

their hand 

Subtle, near-undetectable quirks can 
become a major problem for pitchers 


By Jay Cohen 

Associated Press 

MESA, Ariz — A higher glove. 
A grip change. A subtle shift on 
the mound. 

One subconscious move turns 
into a whisper in the dugout. A 
perceptive hitter tells his friends, 
and his friends tell their friends, 
and a seemingly innocuous habit 
— practically undetectable for 
most of the world — quickly be¬ 
comes a mqjor problem. 

Even for the mighty Clayton 
Kershaw. 

It’s hard to tell how often it hap¬ 
pens, but pitch tipping pops up 
enough that it’s on the radar of 
managers and coaches around 
the big leagues. 

“We try to keep a hand on that a 
lot, like are our guys giving away 
pitches?” Cleveland manager 
Terry Francona said. “For sure, 
we always keep track of that.” 

The issue of pitch tipping — a 
physical indication of some sort 
that reveals what pitch is coming 
up next — stepped to the forefront 
when Yu Darvish was rocked by 
the Houston Astros in the World 
Series. 

The 31-year-old Darvish, who 
can throw seven different pitches, 
reportedly had issues with pitch 
tipping a couple times last year. 
After his final start with Texas, 
when he was charged with 10 
runs in 3% innings in a 22-10 loss 
to Miami, Darvish told reporters 
he was pausing before throwing 
his fastball and was faster with 
his delivery for breaking balls. 

The Japanese right-hander was 
traded to Los Angeles on July 31 
and helped the Dodgers win the 
NL pennant for the first time 
since 1988. He won each of his 
first two playoffs starts, allowing 
two runs in 11 Vs innings. 

But Darvish flopped in the 


World Series. He lasted just five 
outs in each of his two appear¬ 
ances, taking the loss in Game 
7. Sports Illustrated reported in 
December that he was tipping his 
pitches, citing an unnamed As¬ 
tros player. 

“Obviously, the Astros are a 
great, strong team. So I don’t re¬ 
ally know, to be honest, if they 
knew my pitches,” Darvish said 
through an interpreter after his 
first spring start with the Cubs. 
Nonetheless, he worked on being 
more deceptive over the winter. 

“I’ve tried various things to 
keep consistency and mix up 
pitches and throw from the same 
slot,” he said. “I’ve tried many 
things throughout this offseason 
to make adjustments for that.” 

Darvish has some company. 
Kershaw, a three-time NL Cy 
Young Award winner with the 
Dodgers, said he worked through 
some pitch-tipping issues early in 
his career 

Kershaw said the best defense 
is the people around you. 

“I think guys are really good at 
picking that stuff up, so really you 
just need to have good teammates 
or good coaches that can pick that 
stuff up that can help you fix it if 
you need it,” he said. 

From a hitter’s perspective, 
pitch tipping is sometimes found 
in pre-series scouting. It also 
comes up in the dugout during 
the game. Sometimes you get it 
wrong, leading to foolish swings 
at the plate. And sometimes it 
doesn’t matter. 

“There’s times where we’ll 
see it, but we’re not too sure the 
opponent does,” Francona said. 
“Then you kind of are like is it 
worth, guy’s out there throwing a 
shutout. It’s a balance, but we try 
to keep track of it because some 
of these teams are really good at 
it.” 
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Trevor Hagan, The Canadian Press/AP 

The Jets' Bryan Little (18) celebrates after scoring on Predators’ goaltender Juuse Saros (74) during the 
second period Sunday in Winnipeg. The Jets won 5-4 in a shootout to clinch a spot in the playoffs. 


Roundup 


Jets clinch playoff berth 


Associated Press 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Cap¬ 
tain Blake Wheeler wasn’t certain 
at the beginning of the season if 
his Winnipeg Jets would contend 
for a playoff spot. Now he has his 
answer. 

Mark Scheifele scored the only 
goal in a shootout and the Win¬ 
nipeg Jets clinched a playoff spot 
with a 5-4 win over the Nashville 
Predators on Sunday night. 

The Jets are in the postseason 
for the first time since 2014-15 
and just the second time since 
their move from Atlanta before 
the 2011-12 season. The franchise 
hasn’t won a playoff series since 
2007. 

“A lot of uncertainty coming 
into the year, where we were 
going to be,” said Wheeler, who 
has been with Winnipeg since the 
relocation. “I don’t think many 
people thought we were going 
to be where we are at, a playoff 
team. Every single guy in here 
has had a huge part in that. It’s a 
big moment for our team and for 
our organization.” 

Jets rookie Kyle Connor scored 
a power-play goal and had two as¬ 
sists, giving him seven goals in 
six games. That includes a pair 
of overtime goals in Winnipeg’s 
previous two games and gives 
him 29 on the season. That’s tied 
with Vancouver’s Brock Boeser 
for the rookie goal scoring lead. 
Boeser’s season ended March 5 
with a fracture in his lower back. 

“He’s one of the single big¬ 
gest reasons why we are where 
we are,” Wheeler said. “[Connor 
has] put up nearly 30 goals and is 
a real impact player playing with 


Mark Scheifele and I. It’s quite a 
surprise.” 

Dustin Byfuglien also scored on 
the power play, and Bryan Little 
and Blake Wheeler each added a 
goal and an assist for Winnipeg. 

Kyle Turris, Ryan Ellis, and 
Viktor Arvidsson each had a goal 
and an assist, and Roman Josi 
also scored for the Predators. 

Nashville backup Juuse Saros 
stopped 43 shots while the defend¬ 
ing Western Conference cham¬ 
pions rested their Vezina Trophy 
candidate Pekka Rinne after play¬ 
ing the night before in Minnesota. 

Connor Hellebuyck made 32 
saves for the Jets, improving to 
39-11-0. 

The clubs have combined for 
41 goals in five meetings this 
season. 

“There’s a lot of people shoot¬ 
ing the puck out there. They got 
a lot of talent on their team,” 
Predators coach Peter Laviolette 
said. “Our guys do a pretty good 
job scoring goals. I can’t explain 
it. Both teams have good goalten¬ 
ding. Both teams played pretty 
good defense, but offense seems 
to rule the day.” 

Penguins 5, Flyers 4 (OT): 
Bryan Rust redirected a pass from 
Sidney Crosby 2:25 into overtime 
and host Pittsburgh finished off a 
season sweep of Philadelphia. 

The Flyers tied it on Sean Cou¬ 
turier’s goal with 43 seconds left 
in regulation, but the Penguins 
controlled the extra period. Rust 
ended it when he got his stick 
down in time to get a piece of 
Crosby’s pass from the top of the 
left circle and knock it by Petr 
Mrazek to give the Penguins their 


first sweep of Philadelphia since 
the 2006-07 season. 

Bruins 2 , Wild 1 (OT): Brad 
Marchand scored 28 seconds into 
overtime to lift Boston over host 
Minnesota. 

Tuukka Rask made 24 saves 
and David Pastrnak also scored 
for the Bruins, who improved to 
47-17-10. 

Canucks 4, Stars 1: Reid 
Boucher and Nic Dowd scored 
rare goals on the power play, and 
Vancouver rallied to beat reeling 
host Dallas. 

Dallas’ Mattias Janmark start¬ 
ed the scoring with a short-hand¬ 
ed goal in the first period, but 
Boucher tied it on the same man 
advantage. It was Boucher’s third 
goal this season, all coming over 
two games in Dallas. 

Jake Virtanen added a third-pe¬ 
riod goal and Tyler Motte scored 
into an empty net for Vancouver, 
which won for only the second 
time in 10 games. 

The Stars are on an 0-6-2 skid 
and have all but fallen out of play¬ 
off contention. 

Ducks 5, Oilers 4 (OT): Ham- 
pus Lindholm scored 1:21 into 
overtime to lift Anaheim over 
host Edmonton. 

Adam Henrique had two goals 
and Josh Manson and Corey 
Perry also scored for the Ducks, 
who are on a 5-0-1 streak. 

Connor McDavid, Ty Rattle, 
Leon Draisaitl and Ethan Bear 
scored for the Oilers, who ended 
a three-game winning streak. 

Anaheim has 91 points and 
is two up on the Los Angeles 
Kings (89) for third in the Pacific 
Division. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


x-Boston 
Toronto 7b 
Washington 75 
Pittsburgh 76 
Coiumbus 76 
Phiiadeiphia 76 
New Jersey 75 


95 236 221 
92 251 233 
89 215 208 
89 230 228 
86 225 225 


Fiorida 73 38 28 

Caroiina 75 33 31 
N.Y. Rangers 75 33 34 
N.Y. isianders 75 31 34 
Montreai 76 27 37 
Detroit 75 27 37 

Ottawa 74 26 37 
Buffaio 75 23 40 


83 223 224 
77 208 239 
74 219 241 
72 242 273 
66 192 243 
65 192 233 
63 203 262 
58 174 248 


Western Conference 


x-Nashviiie 
x-Winnipeg 
Vegas 
San Jose 
Minnesota 
Anaheim 
Coiorado 
St. Louis 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

75 48 16 11 107 243 192 

75 46 19 10 102 250 196 

75 47 21 7 101 250 204 

75 43 23 9 95 232 203 

75 42 24 9 93 232 213 

76 39 24 13 91 217 204 

75 41 26 8 90 239 218 

75 42 28 5 89 209 196 


76 35 31 10 

76 34 36 6 

76 31 36 9 

76 27 40 

75 25 “ 


89 221 190 
84 215 208 
80 205 231 
74 221 243 
71 214 234 
63 197 247 
11 61 186 241 


Caigary 
Edmonton 
Chicago 
Vancouver 
Arizona 

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 

Saturday’s games 
Colorado 2, Vegas 1, SO 
San Jose 5, Calgary 1 
Chicago 3, N.Y. Islanders 1 
N.Y. Rangers 5, Buffalo 1 
Toronto 4, Detroit 3 
Florida 4, Arizona 2 
New Jersey 2, Tampa Bay 1 
Washington 6, Montreal 4 
Carolina 5, Ottawa 2 
St. Louis 2, Columbus 1 
Minnesota 4, Nashville 1 
Edmonton 3, Los Angeles 2 
Sunday’s games 
Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 4, OT 
Winnipeg 5, Nashville 4, SO 
Vancouver 4, Dallas 1 
Boston 2, Minnesota 1, OT 
Anaheim 5, Edmonton 4, OT 
Monday’s games 
Florida at N.Y. Islanders 
Ottawa at Carolina 
Buffalo at Toronto 
Washington at N.Y. Rangers 
Detroit at Montreal 
Arizona at Tampa Bay 
San Jose at Chicago 
Colorado at Vegas 
Calgary at Los Angeles 

Tuesday’s games 
Carolina at New Jersey 
N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa 
Pittsburgh at Detroit 
Boston at Winnipeg 
San Jose at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Nashville 
Philadelphia at Dallas 
Columbus at Edmonton 
Anaheim at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
Florida at Toronto 
N.Y. Rangers at Washington 
Philadelphia at Colorado 
Arizona at Vegas 

Sunday 

Ducks 5, Oilers 4 (OT) 

Anaheim 0 13 1-5 

Edmonton 0 3 1 0-4 

Second Period— 1, Edmonton, McDavid 
39 (Nugent-Hopkins), 1:46. 2, Anaheim, 
Manson 6 (Kesler, Cogliano), 2:05. 3, Ed¬ 
monton, Rattle 4 (McDavid, Banning), 
7:44. 4, Edmonton, Draisaitl 24 (Bear, Kh- 
aira), 18:18. 

Third Period— 5, Anaheim, Henrique 
21 (Pettersson, Perry), 1:55. 6, Anaheim, 
Perry 17 (Rakell, Fowler), 5:51. 7, Edmon¬ 
ton, Bear 1 (McDavid, Sekera), 12:42 (pp). 
8, Anaheim, Henrique 22 (Montour, Fowl¬ 
er), 18:31. 

Overtime— 9, Anaheim, Lindholm 12 
(Rakell, Getzlaf), 1:21. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 11-4-22-1 — 
38. Edmonton 12-14-6-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 2; Edmonton 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 30-17-7 (32 
shots-28 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 29-27- 
3 (38-33). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:30. 

Bruins 2 , Wild 1 (OT) 

Boston 0 10 1-2 

Minnesota 0 0 1 0-1 

Second Period— 1, Boston, Pastrnak 30 
(Marchand, Bergeron), 3:15. 

Third Period— 2, Minnesota, Koivu 14 
(Parise, Dumba), 9:20. 

Overtime— 3, Boston, Marchand 33 
(Krug, Bergeron), 0:28. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 12-12-3-1-28. 
Minnesota 11-8-6—25. 

Power-play opportunities— Boston 0 
of 2; Minnesota 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Boston, Rask 32-11-5 (25 
shots-24 saves). Minnesota, Stalock 10- 
10-3 (28-26). 

A-19,183 (18,064). T-2:32. 



Jason Franson, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Ducks’ Cam Fowler (4) and 
Edmonton Oilers’ Leon Draisaitl 
(29) battle for the puck during 
the second period Sunday in 
Edmonton, Alberta. The Ducks 
won 5-4 in overtime. 


Jets 5, Predators 4 (SO) 

Nashville 2 2 0 0-4 

Winnipeg 0 3 1 0-5 

Winnipeg won shootout 1-0 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Josi 11 (El¬ 
lis, Arvidsson), 10:09. 2, Nashville, Turris 
14 (Subban, Ekholm), 19:59 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Winnipeg, Con¬ 
nor 29 (Little, Perreault), 3:47 (pp). 4, 
Nashville, Ellis 8 (Fiala, Turris), 6:43. 5, 
Winnipeg, Byfuglien 6 (Wheeler, Armia), 
11:29 (pp). 6, Winnipeg, Little 15 (Connor, 
Chiarot), 13:53. 7, Nashville, Arvidsson 28 
(Johansen, Forsberg), 15:18. 

Third Period— 8 , Winnipeg, Wheeler 20 
(Morrow, Connor), 0:59. 

Shootout-Nashvllle 0 (Ellis NG, Fiala 
NG, Forsberg NG), Winnipeg 1 (Little NG, 
Scheifele G, Laine NG). 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 15-8-13-36. 
Winnipeg 4-25-15-3—47. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
1 of 5; Winnipeg 2 of 5. 

Goalies— Nashville, Saros 8-5-7 (47 
shots-43 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
39-11-9 (36-32). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-2:56. 


Canucks 4, Stars 1 

Vancouver 1 1 2-4 

Dallas 1 0 0-1 

First Period— 1, Dallas, Janmark 19, 
16:54 (sh). 2, Vancouver, Boucher 3 (Joki- 
nen, Pouliot), 17:24 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Vancouver, Dowd 3 
(Stecher, Jokinen), 14:43 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Vancouver, Virtanen 9 
(Del Zotto, Boucher), 10:28. 5, Vancouver, 
Motte 4,19:19. 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 11-8-8—27. 
Dallas 11-11-9-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 
2 of 6; Dallas Oof 3. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Markstrom 20-26- 
6 (31 shots-30 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 
12-13-3 (26-23). 

A-18,112 (18,532). T-2:23. 


Penguins 5, Flyers 4 (OT) 

Philadelphia 2 11 0-4 

Pittsburgh 12 11-5 

First Period— 1, Philadelphia, Sanheim 
2 (Simmonds, Weal), 5:03. 2, Pittsburgh, 
Brassard 21 (Sheary, Kessel), 9:38. 3, 
Philadelphia, Manning 7 (Filppula, Weal), 
11:07. 

Second Period— 4, Pittsburgh, Horn- 
qvist 24 (Schultz, Kessel), 0:37 (pp). 5, 
Pittsburgh, Malkin 42 (Dumoulin, Schul¬ 
tz), 2:37. 6, Philadelphia, Weal 8 (Lindb- 
lom, Gostisbehere), 17:10 (pp). 

Third Period— 7, Pittsburgh, Crosby 26 
(Schultz, Guentzel), 0:17. 8, Philadelphia, 
Couturier 31 (Gostisbehere, Giroux), 
19:17. 

Overtime— 9, Pittsburgh, Rust 13 
(Crosby, Letang), 2:25. 

Shots on Goal— Philadelphia 14-18- 
13-45. Pittsburgh 6-14-8-4-32. 

Power-play opportunities—Philadel¬ 
phia 1 of 3; Pittsburgh 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Philadelphia, Lyon 4-2-1 (11 
shots-8 saves), Mrazek 13-12-5 (21-19). 
Pittsburgh, Murray 24-14-3 (45-41). 

A-18,655 (18,387). T-2:27. 


Calendar 

April 7 — Last day regular season. 
April 11 — Playoffs begin. 

May 27-June 2 — NHL draft scouting 
combine, Buffalo, N.Y. 

June 13 — Last possible day of Stanley 
Cup final. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


x-Cleveland 

x-Philadelphia 

x-Indiana 

Washington 

Milwaukee 

Miami 


W L Pet GB 

54 20 .730 - 

50 23 .685 3'/2 

44 29 .603 9'/2 

42 30 .583 11 

43 31 .581 11 

40 33 .548 13'/2 

39 34 .534 14'/2 

39 35 .527 15 


Detroit 

Charlotte 

New York 

Chicago 

Brooklyn 

Orlando 

Atlanta 


33 40 .452 20'/2 

33 41 .446 21 

27 47 .365 27 

24 49 .329 39'/2 

23 51 .311 31 

22 51 .301 31'/2 

21 53 .284 33 


Western Conference 


y-Houston 
y-Golden State 
Portland 
Oklahoma City 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Minnesota 
Utah 


W L Pet GB 

60 14 .811 - 

54 19 .740 5'/2 

45 28 .616 14'/2 

44 31 .587 16'/2 

43 31 .581 17 

43 31 .581 17 

42 32 .568 18 

42 32 .568 18 


Denver 40 33 .548 19'/2 

L.A. Clippers 39 34 .534 20'/2 

L.A. Lakers 32 40 .444 27'/2 

Sacramento 24 50 .324 36 

Dallas 22 51 .301 37'/2 

Memphis 19 54 .260 40'/2 

Phoenix 19 55 .257 41 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Sunday’s games 
Cleveland 121, Brooklyn 114 
Milwaukee 106, San Antonio 103 
Indiana 113, Miami 107, OT 
Boston 104, Sacramento 93 
L.A. Clippers 117, Toronto 106 
New York 101, Washington 97 
Portland 108, Oklahoma City 105 
Houston 118, Atlanta 99 
Utah 110, Golden State 91 
Monday’s games 
Denver at Philadelphia 
L.A. Lakers at Detroit 
New York at Charlotte 
Memphis at Minnesota 
Boston at Phoenix 

Tuesday’s games 
San Antonio at Washington 
Denver at Toronto 
Chicago at Houston 
Cleveland at Miami 
Portland at New Orleans 
Dallas at Sacramento 
Indiana at Golden State 
Milwaukee at L.A. Clippers 
Wednesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Orlando 
Cleveland at Charlotte 
New York at Philadelphia 
Atlanta at Minnesota 
Portland at Memphis 
Boston at Utah 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Dallas at L.A. Lakers 

Sunday 

Clippers 117, Raptors 106 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Johnson 3-7 0-0 9, 
Harris 7-15 4-5 20, Jordan 2-5 5-9 9, Rivers 
5-14 0-0 11, Teodosic 5-13 4-4 15, Dekker 
0-0 0-0 0, Harrell 9-12 1-2 19, Marjanovic 

2- 3 0-0 4, L.Williams 10-24 5-5 26, Thorn- 
well 1-2 2-2 4. Totals 44-95 21-27 117. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 3-8 0-2 7, Ibaka 
5-12 0-0 12, Valanciunas 7-11 1-1 16, Low¬ 
ry 4-9 0-0 11, DeRozan 3-12 5-5 11, Miles 
4-12 0-0 11, Siakam 6-8 1-2 15, Poeltl 2-6 

1-4 5, Wright 1-5 0-0 2, VanVIeet 6-9 0-0 16. 
Totals 41-92 8-14 106. 

L.A. Clippers 28 25 27 37-117 

Toronto 35 25 20 26-106 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 8- 
18 (Johnson 3-3, Harris 2-3, Rivers 1-3, 
L.Williams 1-4, Teodosic 1-5), Toronto 
16-36 (VanVIeet 4-6, Lowry 3-7, Miles 3- 

10, Siakam 2-2, Ibaka 2-5, Valanciunas 

1-1, Anunoby 1-3, Wright 0-1, DeRozan 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. 
Clippers 44 (Jordan 14), Toronto 48 (Va¬ 
lanciunas 10). Assists—L.A. Clippers 17 
(L.Williams 7), Toronto 24 (Lowry 8). To¬ 
tal Fouls—L.A. Clippers 16, Toronto 23. 
Technicals—Jordan, Lowry. A—19,800 
(19,800). 

Knicks 101, Wizards 97 

NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 5-15 0-0 

11, Beasley 6-13 0-0 12, Kanter 3-8 4-4 
10, Burke 8-15 3-4 19, Ntilikina 1-6 0-0 2, 
Thomas 1-4 1-2 3, Williams 4-5 0-0 10, Ko- 
rnet 4-7 0-0 10, Mudiay 4-8 2-2 11, Lee 5-7 

3- 3 13. Totals 41-88 13-15 101. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 5-13 2-4 13, 
Morris 6-12 0-0 13, Gortat 2-9 0-1 4, Sa- 
toransky 3-4 2-2 9, Beal 5-17 3-4 14, Oubre 
Jr. 6-14 1-3 13, Scott 3-6 0-0 8, Smith 1-1 0- 
0 2, Mahinmi 3-4 0-0 6, Sessions 2-4 7-7 11, 
Meeks 1-3 2-2 4. Totals 37-87 17-23 97. 
New York 19 42 16 24-101 

Washington 21 32 18 26- 97 

Three-Point Goals—New York 6-22 
(Williams 2-3, Kornet 2-4, Mudiay 1-2, 
Hardaway Jr. 1-6, Burke 0-2, Lee 0-2, Nti¬ 
likina 0-3), Washington 6-19 (Scott 2-2, 
Porter Jr. 1-1, Satoransky 1-1, Morris 1- 
2, Beal 1-6, Sessions 0-1, Oubre Jr. 0-6). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New York 
44 (Kanter 11), Washington 46 (Porter 
Jr. 10). Assists—New York 26 (Mudiay 
7), Washington 25 (Satoransky 10). To¬ 
tal Fouls—New York 19, Washington 16. 
Technicals—Washington coach Wizards 
(Defensive three second). A—18,884 
(20,356). 


Jazz 110, Warriors 91 

UTAH - Ingles 4-12 2-2 14, Favors 4-7 

2-4 10, Gobert 7-11 3-4 17, Rubio 4-10 2- 
2 11, Mitchell 8-19 1-2 21, O’Neale 2-3 0-0 
4, Crowder 6-11 0-0 14, Jerebko 1-3 0-0 2, 
Niang 1-2 0-0 2, Udoh 0-1 0-0 0, Exum 5-8 

2- 2 13, Stockton 0-0 2-2 2, Burks 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 42-87 14-18 110. 

GOLDEN STATE - McCaw 3-10 2-2 8, 
Looney 2-6 2-2 6, McGee 4-12 0-0 8, Cook 
7-15 2-2 17, Young 3-14 2-2 9, West 4-8 1-1 
9, Bell 3-4 0-0 6, Pachulia 3-6 0-0 6, Jones 

3- 4 0-0 6, Livingston 2-5 0-1 4, Iguodala 4- 
7 0-0 12. Totals 38-91 9-10 91. 

Utah 18 35 36 21-110 

Golden State 22 25 18 26- 91 

Three-Point Goals—Utah 12-28 (Ingles 

4- 7, Mitchell 4-8, Crowder 2-4, Rubio 1-2, 
Exum 1-3, Jerebko 0-1, O’Neale 0-1, Favors 
0-2), Golden State 6-15 (lguodala4-5. Cook 

1- 2, Young 1-6, McCaw 0-1, Livingston 0- 
1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 47 
(Gobert 15), Golden State 41 (McGee 9). 
Assists—Utah 27 (Ingles 8), Golden State 
24 (Cook 8). Total Fouls-Utah 16, Golden 
State 19. Technicals—Golden State coach 
Steve Kerr, Young. A-19,596 (19,596). 

Rockets 118, Hawks 99 

ATLANTA - Prince 11-18 3-3 28, Collins 

2- 3 2-2 6, Dedmon 3-7 0-0 6, Taylor 10-17 

3- 4 26, Lee 2-9 0-0 4, White III 0-4 0-0 0, 
Cavanaugh 0-1 0-0 0, Muscala 5-10 2-2 13, 
Magette 0-4 0-0 0, Dorsey 6-15 0-0 16. To¬ 
tals 39-88 10-11 99. 

HOUSTON - Ariza 4-14 2-2 14, Tucker 

4- 9 0-0 12, Capela 7-9 0-0 14, Harden 6-15 

5- 5 18, Gordon 8-13 2-2 22, Black 0-0 0-0 0, 
Qi 1-2 0-0 2, Nene 1-3 0-0 2, Johnson 3-9 

1-2 9, Hunter 0-1 0-0 0, Green 10-15 0-0 25. 
Totals 44-90 10-11 118. 

Atlanta 20 25 29 25- 99 

Houston 33 36 25 24-118 

Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 11-40 
(Dorsey 4-9, Taylor 3-6, Prince 3-8, Musca¬ 
la 1-4, White III 0-2, Dedmon 0-3, Magette 
0-3, Lee 0-5), Houston 20-52 (Green 5-10, 
Gordon 4-9, Tucker 4-9, Ariza 4-11, John¬ 
son 2-5, Harden 1-7, Hunter 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta 45 (Collins 
10), Houston 45 (Harden 10). Assists—At¬ 
lanta 18 (Magette 5), Houston 28 (Harden 
15). Total Fouls—Atlanta 14, Houston 12. 
Technicals—Houston coach Rockets (De¬ 
fensive three second). A—18,055 (18,055). 

Trail Blazers 108, Thunder 105 

PORTLAND - Harkless 7-11 0-0 16, 
Aminu 3-9 2-4 9, Nurkic 8-13 1-2 17, Lillard 

6- 19 11-11 24, McCollum 14-24 1-2 34, Da¬ 
vis 1-3 0-0 2, Collins 1-3 0-0 2, Napier 1-2 
0-0 2, Connaughton 0-2 0-0 0, Turner 1-4 
0-0 2. Totals 42-90 15-19 108. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 4-15 8-8 
16, Anthony 3-13 0-0 6, Adams 8-14 2-2 18, 
Westbrook 9-20 4-6 23, Brewer 2-4 0-2 6, 
Grant 4-5 7-8 17, Patterson 1-1 0-0 3, Fel¬ 
ton 5-9 0-0 11, Abrines 1-1 0-0 3, Ferguson 
0-2 2-2 2. Totals 37-84 23-28 105. 

Portland 34 23 25 26-108 

Oklahoma City 17 35 28 25-105 

Three-Point Goals—Portland 9-34 (Mc¬ 
Collum 5-9, Harkless 2-5, Aminu 1-6, Lil¬ 
lard 1-7, Napier 0-1, Turner 0-1, Davis 0-1, 
Connaughton 0-2, Collins 0-2), Oklahoma 
City 8-27 (Grant 2-2, Brewer 2-3, Patterson 
1-1, Abrines 1-1, Westbrook 1-2, Felton 1- 

4, Ferguson 0-2, Anthony 0-5, George 0- 
7). Fouled Out—Westbrook. Rebounds— 
Portland 49 (Nurkic 12), Oklahoma City 
39 (Adams 10). Assists-Portland 20 (Lil¬ 
lard 5), Oklahoma City 16 (Westbrook 9). 
Total Fouls—Portland 19, Oklahoma City 
19. Technicals—Davis, Turner, Ferguson, 
Westbrook. A-18,203 (18,203). 

Ceitics 104, Kings 93 

BOSTON - Brown 6-10 6-6 19, Horford 

6-10 1-2 14, Baynes 3-4 0-0 6, Rozier 12-16 
1-1 33, Tatum 6-10 0-0 12, Nader 0-2 0-0 0, 
Ojeleye 3-6 1-4 9, Yabusele 0-11-2 1, Mon¬ 
roe 2-10 0-0 4, Allen 0-0 0-0 0, Larkin 2-3 2- 
2 6, Bird 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-72 12-17 104. 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 2-4 0-0 4, La- 
bissiere 5-12 2-214, Cauley-Stein 4-14 6-614, 
Fox 5-10 0-0 11, Bogdanovic 2-10 0-0 4, Kou- 
fos 4-4 0-0 8, Mason 6-8 0-0 12, Carter 2-4 0-0 

5, Hield 8-16 2-2 21. Totals 38-82 10-10 93. 


Olynyk 4-13 2-2 12, El- 
i/ade 6-13 0-0 13. Totals 


Boston 24 28 28 24-104 

Sacramento 27 33 18 15- 93 

Three-Point Goals—Boston 12-22 (Ro¬ 
zier 8-12, Ojeleye 2-3, Horford 1-1, Brown 

1- 3, Yabusele 0-1, Tatum 0-2), Sacra¬ 
mento 7-26 (Hield 3-7, Labissiere 2-5, 
Carter 1-3, Fox 1-3, Mason 0-1, Jackson 
0-2, Bogdanovic 0-5). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Boston 35 (Monroe 8), Sac¬ 
ramento 34 (Koufos 9). Assists—Boston 
23 (Horford 8), Sacramento 18 (Cauley- 
Stein, Mason 4). Total Fouls—Boston 11, 
Sacramento 16. A-17,583 (17,608). 

Pacers 113, Heat 107 (OT) 

MIAMI - Richardson 4-9 2-2 10, 
J.Johnson 5-9 3-6 15, Adebayo 5-7 4-4 14, 
Dragic 4-9 0-0 9, T.Johnson 7-10 0-0 19, 
Winslow 3-7 0-0 7, Olyn ' - 

lington 3-9 0-0 8, Wade 
41-86 11-14 107, 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 6-12 4-4 18, 
T.Young 10-16 2-3 22, Turner 1-8 5-6 7, Col- 
lison 5-10 0-0 12, Oladipo 8-21 5-6 23, Rob- 

1 nson 1113-3 0-0 8, Booker 3-4 0-0 6, Joseph 

4- 7 1-2 9, Stephenson 4-9 0-0 8. Totals 44- 
90 17-21 113. 

Miami 30 23 21 22 11-107 

Indiana 21 31 30 14 17-113 

Three-Point Goals—Miami 14-35 

(T.Johnson 5-8, J.Johnson 2-3, Ellington 

2- 7, Olynyk 2-8, Winslow 1-2, Wade 1-2, 
Dragic 1-3, Richardson 0-2), Indiana 8- 
23 (Robinson III 2-2, Collison 2-2, Bog¬ 
danovic 2-5, Oladipo 2-8, Joseph 0-1, 
T.Young 0-1, Stephenson 0-2, Turner 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Miami 39 
(Olynyk, J.Johnson 9), Indiana 51 (Joseph 
10). Assists—Miami 32 (Olynyk 9), Indi¬ 
ana 26 (Joseph 7). Total Fouls—Miami 20, 
Indiana 17. A-17,923 (18,500). 

Bucks 106, Spurs 103 

SAN ANTONIO - Green 4-11 2-2 13, An¬ 
derson 3-6 0-0 6, Aldridge 12-21 10-12 34, 
Murray 4-9 2-2 10, Mills 1-6 1-1 4, Bertans 
0-0 0-0 0, Gay 5-12 0-0 10, Gasol 10-15 2-4 
22, Forbes 0-2 0-0 0, T.Parker 1-5 0-0 2, Gi- 
nobili 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 41-92 17-21 103. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-15 1-1 19, 
Antetokounmpo 9-16 4-5 25, Henson 5-8 
0-0 10, Bledsoe 9-15 4-6 23, Terry 1-6 0-0 3, 
J.Parker 3-61-2 8, Maker 2-51-2 5, Zeller 0-1 
0-0 0, Jennings 2-6 0-0 5, Muhammad 3-7 2- 

2 8, Snell 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 42-86 13-18 106. 

San Antonio 15 32 28 28-103 

Milwaukee 27 20 41 18-106 

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 4- 
17 (Green 3-8, Mills 1-4, Murray 0-1, 
Forbes 0-1, Ginoblli 0-1, Gay 0-1, Gasol 
0-1), Milwaukee 9-27 (Antetokounmpo 

3- 4, Middleton 2-5, J.Parker 1-2, Bledsoe 

1- 3, Jennings 1-4, Terry 1-5, Maker 0-1, 
Muhammad 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—San Antonio 53 (Gasol 13), 
Milwaukee 37 (Antetokounmpo 10). As¬ 
sists—San Antonio 16 (Murray, Gino- 
bili 3), Milwaukee 27 (Bledsoe 5). Total 
Fouls—San Antonio 17, Milwaukee 18. 
Technicals—Milwaukee coach Bucks 
(Delay of game). A-18,717 (18,717). 

Cavaliers 121, Nets 114 

CLEVELAND - James 14-19 8-10 37, 
Nance Jr. 1-5 0-2 2, Love 6-14 5-5 20, Calde¬ 
ron 1-6 0-0 3, Hill 6-11 2-2 17, Thompson 

2- 3 0-0 4, Hood 6-12 1-2 16, Clarkson 6-12 

5- 5 18, Holland 0-0 0-0 0, Smith 2-5 0-0 4. 
Totals 44-87 21-26 121. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 5-10 6-8 18, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 5-11 5-7 15, Allen 1-1 2-2 4, 
Russell 4-11 0-0 12, Crabbe 2-9 0-0 5, Cun¬ 
ningham 2-7 1-2 6, Dinwiddle 5-11 3-3 16, 
LeVert 3-9 2-2 8, Harris 11-14 2-2 30. To¬ 
tals 38-83 21-26 114. 

Cleveland 28 32 27 34-121 

Brooklyn 30 32 27 25-114 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 12-28 (Hill 

3- 5, Hood 3-6, Love 3-6, Calderon 1-2, Clark¬ 
son 1-3, James 1-4, Smith 0-2), Brooklyn 
17-37 (Harris 6-7, Russell 4-7, Dinwiddle 3- 
6, Carroll 2-5, Cunningham 1-4, Crabbe 1-6, 
LeVert 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Cleveland 49 (Love 15), Brooklyn 38 (Hollis- 
Jefferson, Harris 7). Assists—Cleveland 
25 (James 8), Brooklyn 27 (LeVert 7). Total 
Fouls—Cleveland 21, Brooklyn 23. Tech¬ 
nicals—Brooklyn coach Nets (Defensive 
three second). A-17,732 (17,732). 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Thunder forward Carmelo Anthony, right, tries to escape between 
the Portland Trail Blazers’ Al-Farouq Aminu, center, and Damian 
Lillard (0) in Oklahoma City on Sunday. 



Kathy Willens/AP 


Cleveland’s LeBron James dunks over Brooklyn Nets forward Joe 
Harris during Sunday’s game in New Tbrk. James had 37 points in 
the Cavaliers’ 112-114 victory. 

Roundup 


James, Cavaliers 
win fifth straight 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — LeBron James 
had 37 points, 10 rebounds and 
eight assists, and the Cleveland 
Cavaliers beat the Brooklyn Nets 
121-114 for their fifth straight 
victory. 

James kept up his latest sensa¬ 
tional stretch by going 14-for-19 
from the floor. He reached 2,000 
points in a season for the 10th 
time, joining Karl Malone and 
Michael Jordan as the only play¬ 
ers in NBA history to do that. 

Kevin Love added 20 points 
and 15 rebounds for the Cava¬ 
liers, who came in averaging 
122.5 points during the streak 
and just about reached that even 
with a slow start. 

Former Cavs guard Joe Har¬ 
ris scored a career-high 30 points 
for the Nets, who lost their third 
straight. 

Rockets 119, Hawks 99: 

James Harden had a triple-dou¬ 
ble with 18 points, 15 assists and 
10 rebounds in three quarters and 
Houston rolled to its 60th victory, 
beating visiting Atlanta. 

It was the second straight game 
where the Rockets never trailed 
after a rout of New Orleans on 
Saturday night that set a fran¬ 
chise record for wins in a season. 
The NBA-leading Rockets have 
won nine straight and became 
the 18th team in NBA history to 
reach 60 wins in the 74th game of 
the season. 


Bucks 106, Spurs 103: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo returned 
from an ankle injury to score 
25 points, and host Milwaukee 
held on in the final few minutes 
against San Antonio. 

Celtics 104, Kings 93: Terry 
Rozier scored a season-high 33 
points and nearly matched the 
Celtics’ franchise record for 
three-pointers, Jaylen Brown 
made consecutive buckets to 
break open a close game in the 
fourth quarter, and visiting Bos¬ 
ton held on to beat Sacramento. 

Jazz 110, Warriors 91: Rudy 
Gobert had 17 points and 15 re¬ 
bounds and Utah pulled away 
from undermanned, injury- 
plagued host Golden State in the 
third quarter. 

Pacers 113, Heat 107 (OT): 

Victor Oladipo had 23 points and 
five assists to help host Indiana 
clinch a playoff berth. 

Knicks 101, Wizards 97: Trey 
Burke scored 19 points in his first 
start in exactly three years, lead¬ 
ing eight players in double figures 
as visiting New York defeated wa¬ 
vering Washington. 

Clippers 117, Raptors 106: 
Lou Williams scored 26 points 
against his former team, Tobias 
Harris had 20 and Los Angeles 
overcame an 18-point first-quar¬ 
ter deficit to beat host Toronto. 

Trail Blazers 108, Thunder 
105: C.J. McCollum scored 34 
points to help visiting Portland 
edge Oklahoma City. 
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Mississippi State returning to Final Four 



Orlin Wacner/AP 


Mississippi State guard Victoria Vivians (35) rebounds against UCLA forwards 
Monique Billings, second from right, and Michaela Onyenwere, right, during the first 
half of their regional final game Sunday in Kansas City, Mo. 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Mississippi 
State’s Vic Schaefer was in no hurry to talk 
about returning to the Final Four, instead 
spending the first few minutes on the dais 
quietly circling the highlights on the box 
score. 

There were plenty of them. 

Teaira McCowan had 23 points and 21 
rebounds, Victoria Vivans added 24 points, 
and top-seeded Mississippi State held on 
after blowing most of its big lead to beat 
third-seeded UCLA 89-73 on Sunday night 
and earn a repeat trip to the semifinals of 
the NCAA Tournament. 

The Bulldogs will meet another No. 1 
seed in Louisville on Friday night in Co¬ 
lumbus, Ohio. 

“They’ve lived all year with a bulls-eye 
on their backs. That’s hard to do, y’all,” 
said Schaefer, who arrived at the post¬ 
game news conference with the net draped 
around his neck. 

“These kids,” their coach added, “are 
special.” 

Morgan William added 17 points, and 
Roshunda Johnson had 12 for the Bulldogs 
(36-1), who extended their school record 
for wins in a season. Now, the task is to go 
one step further than Mississippi State did 
last year, when it fell to South Carolina in 
the national title game. 

“I just had a real confidence today,” 
Schaefer said. “The TV crew made a com¬ 
ment, ‘Coach, this is the most chill I’ve 
seen you.’ I just had a real confidence.” 

Jordin Canada led the relentless Bru¬ 
ins (27-8) with 23 points, eight rebounds 
and five assists, despite playing much of 
the game with a sprained elbow. Japreece 
Dean had 16 points, and Monique Billings 
and Kennedy Burke had 12 apiece, most of 
it as the Bruins were rallying from a 50-32 


hole. 

They closed within 74-68 on Dean’s 
three-pointer with 2:53 left, but they 
couldn’t get a stop on the defensive end. 
Instead, the Bruins and Bulldogs traded 
basket-for-basket down the stretch. 

Mississippi State finally pulled away 
from the foul line in the final minute. 

“I wanted to have a chance to coach this 
group for another day, but the reality is 
they’ve had a historic season,” UCLA coach 
Cori Close said. “I love them. I’m proud of 
them, and there is nothing that could hap¬ 
pen today that would change that.” 


Early on, the Bulldogs followed the same 
formula they used in routing North Caro¬ 
lina State, dumping it into the much larger 
McCowan for easy baskets inside. The 6- 
foot-7 center, who had 24 points in that re¬ 
gional semifinal, scored six during an 11-0 
run that gave her team the lead. 

Vivians gave the Bulldogs control. 

The senior forward from Carthage, Mis¬ 
sissippi, converted a three-point play to 
begin the second period, then added eight 
more later in the quarter. She finished with 
16 points in the first half, and her spinning, 
driving layup helped the Bulldogs take a 


42-26 lead into the locker room. 

The only offense UCLA could muster 
came from Canada, and most of that was 
at the foul line. 

“Mississippi State’s game plan was to 
pressure us and try to get the ball out of my 
hands,” Canada said, “so I thought in the 
beginning of the game we had a lull where 
we couldn’t run anything.” 

The Bulldogs’ lead eventually reached 
18 points midway through the third quar¬ 
ter before the Bruins, fueled by defense, 
began to nip away at it. UCLA finally got 
it under 10 at 53-44 before Blair Schaefer 
hit a couple of deep three-pointers to give 
Mississippi State another boost. 

UCLA made one final run, trimming a 
67-52 deficit to 67-61 with 6:52 to go. But 
after the teams traded baskets, Schaefer 
knocked down her third three from the top 
of the key to silence the Bruins’ bench. 

Mississippi State kept finding answers 
until putting the game away. 

“This is the hardest time to put into words 
what’s in my heart,” Close said. “It’s really 
difficult to get through our disappointment 
because we really believed we expected to 
win, but at the same time there is no way to 
put into words the depth of pride I have in 
these women.” 

Big picture: UCLA needed someone to 
step up with Canada dealing with blanket 
defense, and they finally did when Dean 
and Billings fueled the Bruins’ late run. 
But the Bulldogs had enjoyed a comfort¬ 
able lead most of the game, and they were 
perhaps a bit fresher down the stretch. 

Mississippi State leaned heavily on Mc¬ 
Cowan in the regional semifinals, but the 
Bulldogs showed off their balance against 
UCLA. Vivians, William and Johnson pro¬ 
vided offensive punch, and Schaefer hit her 
only three three-point attempts at impor¬ 
tant moments. 


Durr helps top seed Louisville rout Oregon State 


By Gary B. Graves 

Associated Press 


Scoreboard 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Louisville 
players proudly strutted around 
the court in championship T- 
shirts and hats, some adorned 
with a little piece of the net. 

Cardinals coach Jeff Walz 
brushed off confetti dumped on 
him during an interview to climb 
the ladder and clip the rest of 
the nylon, happily twirling it to 
celebrate his top-seeded team’s 
dominant run through the NCAA 
Tournament Lexington regional. 

“It’s a great feeling,” Walz 
said. “I’m going to go home, and 
my 4y2 year-old and my 2 y 2 year- 
old (daughters), all they’re going 
to talk about is the confetti on the 
floor. That’s all they care about. 
To them, if we win, there’s con¬ 
fetti on the floor that I get to play 
on.” 

Louisville’s next quest is col¬ 
lecting another net and more con¬ 
fetti in next weekend’s women’s 
Final Four in Columbus, Ohio. 

Asia Durr scored 18 points, 
Myisha Hines-Allen added 16 
and Louisville earned its first 
Final Four berth since 2013 with 
a 76-43 rout of No. 6 seed Oregon 
State on Sunday in the Lexington 
Region final. 

Playing its first regional final 


Women’s NCAA Tournament 

ALBANY REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 24 
At Albany, N.Y. 

South Carolina 79, Buffalo 63 
UConn 72, Duke 59 

Regional Championship 
Monday, March 26 

South Carolina (29-6) vs. UConn (35-0) 

SPOKANE REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 24 
At Spokane, Wash. 

Notre Dame 90, Texas A&M 84 
Oregon 83, Central Michigan 69 
Regional Championship 
Monday, March 26 
Notre Dame (32-3) vs. Oregon (33-4) 
KANSAS CiTY REGiONAL 
Regionai Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Mississippi State 89, UCLA 73 
LEXINGTON REGIONAL 
Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Louisville 76, Oregon State 43 
FINAL FOUR 
At Columbus, Ohio 
Nationai Semifinais 
Friday, March 30 

Albany champion vs. Spokane cha- 

Mississippi State (36-1) vs. Louisville 
(36-2) 

Nationai Championship 
Sunday, Aprii 1 

Semifinal winners 


in four years and for the first time 
in school history as an NCAA No. 
1 seed, the Cardinals (36-2) thor¬ 
oughly ran the table while play¬ 
ing close to home. They never 
trailed in rolling to their 11th 


consecutive victory. 

They outscored the Beavers 28- 
12 in the third quarter to break 
the game open and complete their 
four-game run through the re¬ 
gional by an average margin of 
victory of 27.5 points. Louisville 
controlled the paint 32-18 and 
scored 24 points off 17 turnovers 
against an Oregon State squad 
that succeeded with precise 
passing. 

“If we were able to get stops and 
go in transition, we were going to 
be confident,” Hines-Allen said. 
“Our shots were falling in the 
second half, and it all came down 
to defense. If we wanted to win, 
we had to stop them.” 

Even more impressive for Lou¬ 
isville: the Cardinals commit¬ 
ted just three turnovers to tie an 
NCAA Tournament record. This, 
despite playing a frenetic pace 
for much of the game. It worked 
in getting good shots that fell for 
the final three quarters. 

“That was huge,” said Durr, 
who made 4 of 9 three-pointers 
and 7 of 14 overall. “We love to 
sprint the ball up the floor, pass 
the ball up the floor, so that’s 
pretty much what we try to do.” 

Sam Fuehring had 14 points 
and Arica Carter 10 for Lou¬ 
isville, which shot 48 percent. 
Players celebrated on the court 


before its red-clad following that 
traveled just under 80 miles east 
and hung around to watch them 
cut down the nets. 

The Beavers (26-8) struggled 
in their bid of adding Louisville 
to their remarkable run of NCAA 
upsets after previously ousting 
No. 3 seed Tennessee and No. 2 
Baylor last week. Oregon State 
outrebounded Louisville 32-28 
behind 6-foot-5 Marie Gulich (14 
points, eight rebounds), but shot 
35 percent in losing just their 
second game in the past 12. 

“Hats off to Louisville, they 
played an outstanding game,” 
OSU coach Scott Rueck said. 
“They were on point defensively, 
kept us off our spots early. Never 
let us get comfortable, forced us 
into turnovers.” 

Big picture: Oregon State ini¬ 
tially succeeded in limiting Lou¬ 
isville’s scoring. But they couldn’t 
make baskets against a rotation 
of coverages on Gulich and tight 
defense on others, especially on 
the perimeter. Keeping pace with 
the Cardinals’ quickness was an¬ 
other struggle, especially during 
the pivotal third quarter in which 
Louisville took control. 

The Cardinals were a little too 
fast at the start and missed easy 
chances, but the shots they made 
provided an early edge. Shooting 



James Crisp/AP 


Louisville’s Asia Durr looks 
for an open teammate while 
pressured by Oregon State’s 
Marie Guiich during the second 
half Sunday in Lexington, Ky. 
Louisville won 76-43. 

9-for-25 on threes against Oregon 
State’s zone was huge in spread¬ 
ing things out, and they hit anoth¬ 
er gear in the third quarter to put 
it out of reach. Louisville reached 
the Final Four in 2009 and 2013 
under Walz, losing the champion¬ 
ship both times to UConn. 
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Wildcats hold off underdog Red Raiders 


2016 national champs are 
headed back to Final Four 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Villanova’s Jalen Brunson celebrates after cutting a piece of net following the team’s win over Texas Tech in the NCAA Tournament 
East Regional final on Sunday in Boston. The Wiidcats won 71-59 to advance to the Final Four. 


By Jimmy Golen 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — With all of the underdogs 
and upsets that have upended the NCAA 
Tournament, no one has managed to come 
close to Villanova. 

The 2016 national champions are headed 
back to the Final Four, thanks to a fourth 
straight double-digit victory in a month of 
March where they’ve played every bit like 
the No. 1 seed they earned. 

“This tournament’s a crazy tournament. 
Anybody can beat anybody,” guard Jalen 
Brunson said after the Wildcats beat Texas 
Tech 71-59 in a cold-shooting East regional 
championship on Sunday to send Villanova 
back to the Final Four for the second time 
in three years. 

“The underdog mentally, they may have 
it. But, honestly, they believe they’re good. 
That’s why they’re in that position. That’s 
(also) why we’re in that position,” Brunson 
said. “We’re a good team, and we believe 
we can keep getting better.” 

The Wildcats (34-4) will play fellow No. 
1 seed Kansas, which beat Duke 85-81 in 
overtime later Sunday. They will join 11th- 
seeded Loyola-Chicago and its telegenic 
nun, along with No. 3 seed Michigan in 
the national semifinals on Saturday in San 
Antonio. 

Sister Jean, get ready for Father Rob. 

“I very much look forward to meeting 
Sister Jean,” said the Rev. Rob Hagan, 
the priest on the Villanova bench. “I was 
12 years of Catholic School and taught by 
the nuns. I have great respect for the Nuns. 
Usually what Sister says is what goes.” 

But if these two Catholic schools — one 
Jesuit, one Augustinian — meet in the na¬ 
tional championship game, the Wildcats 
won’t be without spiritual support of their 
own. 

“He’s our rock,” said guard Donte DiVin- 
cenzo, who scored eight points. “He keeps 
us level-headed to make sure we don’t get 


too high or too low. So to be able to share 
that moment with him was actually real 
fun.” 

Eric Paschall had 12 points and a ca¬ 
reer-high 14 rebounds, Brunson scored 
15, and DiVincenzo also had eight of the 
Wildcats’ season-high 51 rebounds. After 
starting four guards, Texas Tech (27-10) 
grabbed just 33 boards and shot just 18 


free throws compared to 35 for Villanova 
to miss a chance to play for a championship 
in its home state. 

“We knew they were a great three-point 
shooting team and talented players, but we 
also knew how tough they were,” Texas 
Tech coach Chris Beard said. “We knew the 
identity of their team was the toughness and 
physicality, and that proved to be true.” 


The teams matched each other with 33 
percent shooting from the floor — Villano¬ 
va’s lowest since 2015 — and the Wildcats 
made just 4 of 24 from beyond the arc. One 
of the most prolific three-point shooting 
teams in NCAA history, they need seven to 
set a Division I single-season record. 

They’ll get that chance in the Final 
Four. 


Scoreboard 


Points: Jayhawks advance to Final Four over Blue Devils 


NCAA Tournament 


FROM BACK PAGE 


EAST REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 
Villanova 90, West Virginia 78 
Texas Tech 78, Purdue 65 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Villanova 71, Texas Tech 59 
SOUTH REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 
Loyola of Chicago 69, Nevada 68 
Kansas State 61, Kentucky 58 
Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Loyola of Chicago 78, Kansas State 62 
MIDWEST REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 
Kansas 80, Clemson 76 
Duke 69, Syracuse 65 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Kansas 85, Duke 81 (OT) 

WEST REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 
Michigan 99, Texas A&M 72 
Florida State 75, Gonzaga 60 
Regional Championship 

Saturday, March 24 
Michigan 58, Florida State 54 
FINAL FOUR 
At The Alamodome 
San Antonio 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, March 31 
Loyola of Chicago (32-5) vs. Michigan 
(24-11) 

Villanova (34-4) vs. Kansas (31-7) 

National Championship 
Monday, April 2 

Semifinal winners 


Newman, a redshirt sophomore who came 
on late this season, drilled his fifth and final 
three from the corner to make it 81-78 with 
1:49 left. Newman followed with four straight 
free throws, and the Jayhawks’ defense stiff¬ 
ened enough to knock the favored Blue Devils 
out of the tournament. 

Trevon Duval scored 
20 points, two shy of a 
career high, for Duke. 
Freshman star and fu¬ 
ture lottery pick Marvin 
Bagley added 16 points 
and 10 rebounds in what 
could have been his final 
game for the Blue Dev¬ 
ils (29-8), who fell shy of 
their first Final Four trip 
since winning the nation¬ 
al title in 2015. 

Allen had 12 points 
for the Blue Devils, but the senior’s try at the 
regulation buzzer went in and then out and 
then off the rim before spinning away to force 
overtime. 

“I was trying to drive right, he cut me off. 
Went back left. Their big stepped into help. I 
had to get a shot up over him. I tried to bank 
it in and it about went in,” said Allen, who fin¬ 



We didn’t even talk about going to the Final Four. All we 
talked about is Duke. ... I would be proud to have coached 
in that game even if the outcome is different, f 

Bill Self 

Kansas coach, on the Jayhawks’ 85-81 overtime win against the Blue Devils 


ished his brilliant career with 1,996 points. 

Pivotal moment: Duval was a revelation 
in the opening half, scoring 13 points to give 
the Blue Devils a 36-33 lead that at times felt 
like it could’ve been bigger. But the Jayhawks 
opened the second with a 13-3 run, forcing 
Duke to answer quickly. The Blue Devils did 
just that, time and time again, until it had the 
lead in the final minute. But Kansas senior 
Svi Mykhailiuk drilled a three with 25.7 sec¬ 
onds left in the second half to knot the game 
at 72-all. 

The numbers: Kansas outrebounded Duke 
47-32, a staggering stat given that the Jay¬ 
hawks barely outrebounded their opponents 
heading into the game. ...Lagerald Vick had 
14 points, Devonte’ Graham had 11 with six 
boards and six assists and Mykhailiuk had 11 
points, 10 rebounds and five assists while help¬ 
ing defend Bagley. “Even though Malik scored 
a lot of points, I don’t think that anybody had 


a better game than Svi did,” Self said. ... The 
Blue Devils were 7-for-29 on threes. 

Big picture: Kansas: This might be the un- 
likeliest of coach Bill Self’s three Final Four 
squads. They are not stacked with obvious fu¬ 
ture NBA starters and they lost three times at 
home this season. But the Jayhawks banded 
together to win the Big 12’s regular season 
and conference titles and now the Midwest 
Region. By doing so, they proved to their coach 
that they were hardly soft — a claim that Self 
had made often earlier in the season. 

Duke: The Blue Devils could see four fresh¬ 
man stars bolt for the NBA Draft, an expected 
exodus led by Bagley, a likely top-five pick. 
Duke will also lose Allen, one of the best play¬ 
ers in school history. Don’t cry for Coach K, 
who has four five-star recruits committed to 
join the program next year. But this season 
will likely be remembered as a lost opportu¬ 
nity — and for Allen’s agonizing miss. 
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Hitting their stride 

James scores 37 as surging 

CaVS top Nets » NBA, Page 29 
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Working overtime 

Newman scores all 13 of Kansas’ OT points in win over Duke 


By Luke Meredith 

Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. 

K ansas is going back to the Final Four. 

It’s hard to argue that Duke shouldn’t be head¬ 
ed there as well after the most riveting show of 
the NCAA Tournament. 

Malik Newman and the top-seeded Jayhawks 
got past their Elite Eight road block Sunday, knocking off sec¬ 
ond-seeded Duke 85-81 in overtime to clinch the program’s 
first trip to the Final Four since 2012. 

Newman scored all 13 of the Jayhawks’ points in OT and 
finished with a career-high 32 to lead Kansas (31-7). 

The Jayhawks will face fellow top seed Villanova on 
Saturday in San Antonio — the site of KU’s last title over 
Memphis in 2008 — after snapping a two-game losing 
skid in the regional finals. 

“Everything we’ve been through...we do it for moments 
like this,” Kansas star Devonte’ Graham said. “Especially 
after the last two years, getting over the hump. It just 
feels [perfect].” 

This was college basketball at its best, 
two blue bloods trading blows for 45 
minutes in what was arguably the 
best game of March so far, one 
that featured 18 lead changes and 
11 ties. 

Had Grayson Allen’s bank shot 
to end regulation gone half an inch 
in a different direction, it might be Duke 
heading to South Texas. 

But it didn’t, and instead the Jayhawks are mov¬ 
ing on. 

“It was an honor to play in this game,” said Duke 
coach Mike Krzyzewski, who remained tied with 
UCLA legend John Wooden with 12 Final Four per¬ 
formances. “I think both teams were deserving of 
winning.” 

SEE POINTS ON PAGE 31 


Inside: 

■ Top-seeded Villanova gets past 
underdog Texas Tech, advances to 
Final Four, Page 31 

■ No. 1 Mississippi State women 
hold off No. 3 UCLA, Page 30 

■ No. 1 Louisville women rout 
No. 6 Oregon State, Page 30 


Kansas’ Malik Newman, 
left, and Marcus Garrett 
celebrate after defeating 
Duke 85-81 in overtime 
on Sunday. Newman 
scored a career-high 32 
to lead the Jayhawks. 

Nati Harnik/AP 
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